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who ſhall ſeek the Lord their God,and ask -F? 
the way to Zion, with their faces thicherward; KY 
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Come and ltt us joyn af iy unto the Lord in 4 perpts iS 
- venant that ſball not be forgotten. ; EY 
My-People bave been loſt Sheep : their- ShopberdMleve cauſed. "EE 

them to go aſtray, they have turned thers away in thi Moun- | © 
tains, they have gone from Mountain - "Hill, they. have" Bn 
© forgotten their veſting place, Jer. 50.. 5, 6 FJ 
Shew me thy ways, O Lord tiach me thy Paths, Pl. 25- >] £04 
4+ & 27.11. & 119.12, 33. iy, 

| Hew goodly art thy Tents, O Jacob, and thy nh 

Js Iſracl! Numb. 24. 6, 7 | A 

4 4 Tu me, O thou whom D Soul loveth, where thou {es We 

'% where thou makeſt thy flocks to tye down at 7007 3 vie F-.: 

ſhould T be" as one that turns afrae to the flocks of 


panions £ Cant. i. 7. hor Hf3; ; 
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{READER 
QW ſmall ſoever the ſtone cut - 
out without hands, now ſtems 
to be, and bath been for many 
Ages, viz. A- poor afflicted 
" People truſting in the Name 
of the Lord,. Zion whom ' ao. 
man regardeth, a Remnant, a Cottage, a 
[ perſecuted Woman in the Wilderneſs ;' Yet: 

' © it is great inthe Eyes of the Lord, and in the . 
3 Eyes of every one that fears his Name, even ex+ 

| atlted above all Mountains and Hills, regard 
(4 - of it's ſpiritual beauty and preciouſneſs, and ſhalt = 
e're long in reſpe£t of Viſible ſplendor and Prevas: - ©; 
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lency be ſet. on the top of every Mountain, to fuls 7 


VT ft thoſe Prophecies, Iſa. 24 2,3: Mic4-tyaf* 2 
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_” The Preface *_ 
= fay,Comelet us goup to the Mountain of the 
"Lord; toche houſe of the God of Facob, &c. 
- WWhch intends the mighty and chearful gather- © 
= ang and aſſembling that ſhould be in the laſt days, | 
F- mwnto a Viſible Church ſtate and Communion-1n 
the Faith-and Order of the Goſpel ; then will 
the Lord aſſemble her that halteth, and ga- 
ther her that is driven out, and her that he 
hath afflicted, and then he ſaith, he will 
make her that halteth [ thoſe who are not 
rightly -inſtrufted in the Order of the Goſpel ] a 
Remnant | is e. of living Stones to be built» up 
on the Corner ſtone in the building of Zion. | and 
her that was caſt far off [ by Antichriſtian 
c0#ruptions | a ſtrong Nation, ahd the Lord 
thall reign over them in Mount Zion from 
Henceforch and for ever. . In this Glory ſhalt 
.the'Lord appear when he buildeth up Zion, 
Pal. 102.16. :And by Gods preſent Providen- 
ces, i ſeemingly.unfolding ancient Prophecies, he 
Is now "aching to have Mercy on Zion, the | 
Fame: [" of the end of one thouſand two hundred 
ad ſixty days of her Deſolatiun, and.therefore | | | 
10 favenr her being come,yea the ſet time, VEB"$3.. 
and no ts ſeeming. to.be coming out of his 
= place to puniſh the: inhabitants of the Earth, 
.F #/4..26. 21. For all\their cruel Perſecution, . and 
Belifh: Idolarry, to deftroy: Babylon that bath;- - f 
. "wafted ber, and che:Children of Edom- {1b * ©) 
-  teftart. Perſecutorsof the Egyptian rate.) his 
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 bave ſo long been crying aloud 20.Pabylon,. and. 


the Antichriſttian F owers againſt- the. imma 
| "court worſhippers; Race it,"race. it evento the. . ? 
| Foundation, P/al. 137; The building, of he : 
Zion will be gradual |_ for. a Nation cannot 
{ - be born in one day, this Royal. Nation. by 
the accompliflunent' of the - great Prophecies, by 
wonderful and great Providences,  and:thofe. of 
two ſorts,in breaking, ſcattering, and overtbrow- 
ing the Anticbriſtian Powers, the. Feet -and, 
Toes of.Iron:and Clay;' and.ig. ſetting up.a 
* Kifgdom of Saints which ſhall. nor be 'kk 
'  to'another People. The Inchoarion of el 
bath been already by Preaching. the Everlaſting 
Goſpel, the. anſpicions augmentation and growth, 
will. -be\in gathering the Saints into a #1 
Church-ſtare; Churches ſhall be multiplyed and 
mightily encreaſed, as of old, A. 2. & 9.21. 
| Ca baſtenthis.great and expefted Glory, wheat 
£4: we. dg leſsthar contribute b Ly Our Prayer s.Aans 
| faithful endeavours, to the appearance thereof 3 

and who that loves.the Lord Feſus and his nh 

gs appearance ran do leſs than to, come ro Fa 


F great 'Corner-ſtone,, . as living. ſtones th: 
fb 


m——_ 


they may be built-up an Holy Temple in. th 
Lord, and thereto be edified in all holineſs, £ 
ving him therein Day and. Night? And tha 

* this may appear, to be the duty of every. one.þ wo 
* £- 5p Fatthy.Viz,. to joyn. himſelf in Fellowſhip "is 
| ch Liſi "0k all | one & 
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oth" Preface 


E retire do at this time; as 4 brief Prtae' fo this 
_ (boyt Treatiſe. . © - 

-1x..- Tt was the praftice of Believers i in the Pri- 
irrve times, Act. 2.41. They that were con- 

5692s to the Faith of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, by 

Mndly receiving the Word of Promiſe, ver. 38: 

39. were added unto: the Church: ro 4 

number 'of three thouſand Souls.. And it's moft 


For Members of the-Church, for the Text is ex- 
6 init, that they-firſt believed; and then by 

ther AG of their omu and the Churches, Fa 
triving \ them, rhey were added- to''them that 
were-before in » fellowſhip [the bundred and twen- 
fy, J and became Chir k Members; as it follows, 
yer. 47, And the Lord added tothe Church 
caily ſuch as ſhould be faved. #: e: Suck >a} 
were ir a State of Salvation by believing. \Tbe 
Ford 5 ſaid *ro-add them by bi3\Grace; that 
w/oupht effettually upon their Fevres ro believe, 


vs? aria proceeding of Chrift by the" Month 
-þ -Achoroi and were diſcovered, Act. 5.13. 
IF. That of the Reſt | z. e. of the ſame (9: ] 
® - durft none to joyn himſelf 3 (Ananias and 
= «Sapphira having been made ſo eminent Exam- 
r) but the people magnified them, 5. e. 
barch and t 3 ver. 14. And 
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- and[* believing enclined them- \alfo*rojoyn thems. 
, | ſelves wito. the Lord in Chireh fellowſhip. On ' 


eter againſt two Hypoerites that had joyned.. 


evident that their believing, of it ſelf made them - | 
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Believers [ 5. e: fiucere-hearted 7} were he 


more added unto the Lord , 'Malticades 
both of Men and Women. So that as ſoor 


as they betjeved theylooked upon it,, as their next - 


duty to joyn themſelves to 'a Goſpel" Church, 
Likewiſe ſee the ſame Prattice by the Apoſtle 
Paul as ſoon as be was converted, © Act. 9.265 
27, 28. There ts alſo another eminent inſtance 
at Antioch, where the Diſciples were firft called 
Chriſtians, they that were converted by the ſcat> 
tered Diſciples at Sauls Perſecution, were ex= 
horted by Barnabas, A. 11. 23..To joyn to- 


gether in Church fellowſhip, for it's ſaid, when 


ecame, [being ſent for that end by the Church 


at Jernfilem ] and had ſeen the Grace of 


God in theſe converted ones, he was glad, and 


exhorted them all that with'purpolſe or rea- : 


dineſs 'of Heart, they wonld joyn unto the 
Lord.'s. e. 1» Church fellowſhip,for theſe phraſes 
of joyning and adding unto the Lord, do ex 7; | 
adding or joyning to the Church; becasſt'h | 
Charch i the Lords, and joyned unto him by 4 
viſeble Covenant 5 and every one- that joyns to 
the Church doth primarily and profeſſedly joyn 
themſelves to the Lord in Church Communion 
And the immediate declared event of this Ex- 
hortation of Barnabas was, that they joyned to 


the Lord in Church fellowſhip, and became, = 4 


Church, ver. 26. See alſo Act. 16: 5, 
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> Yer ro joys Pe to 4 particular Church, from 4 
Þ the Nagureof Converfion-z it 55. the turning the L 
i: Whole manunto God, in all the ways and: ap- | j 
=> gportments.of Ghrift wherein. he is tobe found; | þ 
6 AR" Chirch fellowſhip. is a. Divine Inſtitution | $ 
* where.God 15,to te found, joyned with, and ſub- | ti 
Wee 4100, 44.15 abundantly manifeſt from | ; 
the. currant. of. the Old . and New Teſtament. | f 
4 
7 
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1 his ſeems to he the meaning of the Apoſtle when 
he doth befeech the Romans, ch. 12. 1. by. the 
Mercies of God to preſent their Bodies, [.5. 
 e,.their Perſons ] to give up their Perſons. by 
p-* preſenting them to, or before the Lord: [;V1Z. in 
> Church Communion: | a living Sacrifice. [-0 
-”  thauksgiving |. Holy and Acceptable untq.God 
+” which; your reaſonable worſpip, |, M2%dv Mdleeias 
_ #.. ſbauld be...rendred, - your | word ſervice, or 
Worſhip, the word #s,uſed for the Word of 'God, 
Theo: - func sf Words &s new 
A born babes defire, 79 Aogaxoy don 162, the {1n- 
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'cere Word, .the Milk, or. Milk of Word. | . 
80 that the, Exhortation of the. Apoſtle ſeems to 

< made to Believers to. devote and. dedicate \ 
themſelves unto the Lord in:Ghurch fellowſhip. by 

4 Covenant or Obligation of. Words, being cal- 
 Htedtbeir ſervice of Words, Viz. their explicate 
-- Word, the Preſentment.or Devotement. of them: 
ky ſelves unto. the Lord, according to. Hol. 14.2. 
Ed his Dedication or Devatement- 1s lively. fignis 
ba fed in Bapriſm, wherein every Believer dache- 
{a | | "deraly 
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| derally oblige bimſelf, to Father, Son, and Ho- > 
ly Ghoſt, and-thereby doth both bind bimſ elf to © 7 
joyn unto the Lord in- profeſſed Subjeftion to all _* 
his Ordinances, and doth ſhew it, Sign and 
| Seal'it before the Lord. nd every: adalt one 
| that profeſſeth himſelf baptized, and doth not 
| aftually joyn himſelf unto the Lord in Church 
| fellowſbip, doth . prattically deny hu Baptiſmal 
| Dedication, wherein he us devoted to be a bi- 
ving, 1. Ee viſeble lively Sacrifice of thanksgi- 
wing in his Perſon, and all his performances ute 
to the Lord, | ; 
. 3- 'That | Believer that joyns not himelf in + 
Church: Society falls ſhort of many great ends of _: 
bis profeſſed high, and holy Vocation ; for we 
are called according to Gods purpoſe of Grace 
| ro be a choice Generation, a Royal Prieft- +3 
is hood, a People, # mwminor, j. e. for a.pe- 
culiarity, 5. 6. nto God for his ſpecial viſible | 
ſervice, to. offer up Spiritual- Sacrifices, of 
.a true Goſpel . Nature, acceptable unto God 
through Feſus Chriſt, ver. 5. Wherein the Vit- 
j tues of Chriſt are ſhewed forth or declared, 
ver. 9. Not only perceived in our ſelves, but 
ſhewed . forth in Prattice and Profeſſion, and 
rhis is, or can. be no way ſo much” as in Go- 
ſpel inſtituted worſhip, wherein a Believer comes 
\ - unto, and i built up in the Lord Feſus Chriſt wu 
4 a living Stone. 7 he great. reaſon of {quazit* > 
K 9 
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ring a one 4s, to be laid in the building, 


Type of a Viſeble Goſpel Church. Such I doubt 
wor. but the . Holy. Gho#t means by the Apo- 
ele: Peter, ſaying. Ye as lively Stones are built 
# ſpiritual Honſe, ver. 5. and ſo the Apoſtle 
Paul, Eph. 2:20, 21. 


A, gain the Lord Feſus doth declaredly de-. | 


fren- that Believers ſhould be viſibly ſepara- 
ted from the:World, to come-out in the way 
' of. Goſpel Communion from all unclean things 
and Perſons, 2 Cor. 6. 14, 15, 16, 17. Fram 
all Heatheniſh, - Antichriſtian, or or falſe unmar- 
rYanted worſhip,” '\and from Communion with 
profeſſed Unhehevers, and enter into a ſolemn 
explicite Covenant-with the Lord ; without 
doing of. which they anſwer not the end of 
their. calling in Chriſt. Laſtly 'our C alling 1s 
not' only to be the Lords ſingly, but conjunct- 
iy -ws:h- the Saiiits \and vedeemed' ones, to # 
wyſtical Relation to Chriſt, 1n a Community 
' che Elett and called ones, which 1s anſme- 
bp by us, as in our inward and ſpiritual, 
P by our external -and wiſible joyning © our 
e 


lves to the Society of the faithful, to ſerve © 


the Lord in one Body with them; for we are 
|. Called ro the Peace of God that rules in our 
F Hearts, in one body, Col. 3. 15. 1. e, with 
* Lgeber Saints and Believers, and therefore are 


* "Fo. walk worthy; a: it becometh this voce- 


oY _ nn riow 
by . _ 


wes * a0d- Was NY New i in af > Aus Tens 


2 
M n 84 "I A % - Pp %4 »& g<* by 
« = 25-1 Þ His BE Hh 0 re; OT Bas CH71LY 4 Ae RA 
: Ws 2 > : >< F- , 
+ <> is > PS — Ws tn ye lo: Ry” f 0% PA 
” * v 4H " ” ; v4 - of - -: SE - > o » 3- 4," 
4 - 


i |;jor, 0t - only.as 10 Moral: Duties bat inſti. 
GS ted-: worſhip, Eph. 4. 1- 6c: Phil. 1.26; © © 
'r t:your Converſation-be as it becomerh 
4 the 'Goſpet; of Chriſt 3 "and this "in 'our Order 
* [and-ſtedfaſtneſs of our' Faith in Chriſt, 
al RE IS 4 as 

Ik. There are: Duties to be performed by e- 
| Very. > Behever; 'by Virtue of his | Relation to 
" | Oli '\ ſich; which raunct be done. but int 
' | 4 ay of 'Church Communion; for he 'is obs 
' | Ggeavv obſerve*what ever Chriſt hath com ©? 
' | manded, Har, 28.20. And how great things 
| bath" Chrift required to be obſerved in a way- * 
| of Church Communion? as the exerciſe of Bro 'A 
. therly love,| Heb. 13.1. 1 Fob. 3.11. Anil + | 
| ke there refers to. our Saviours expreſs cont * 
| #zand;” Joh. 13.34: The Obeaience © to which 
lyes - in. the | ſenſible: Expreſſion thereof, as it 
wppears by what follows, Hereby. thall all-men 
know that ye are my Diſciples, -if ye have 
love: one for another, 7.e. 7 outward viſible 
atts,.. And the ApuFle ſpeaks of the Commu- 
nionof Love, fellowthip. of the Spiric, Bow« 
els of: : Mercy; :-fameneſ(s of > Mind, &&. « 
Phil: 2. 1,2, 3.'4ove 4s a Grace that rives'* 
Life"to all atts of Communion, 'it flouriſheth 
and branches it: ſelf in the mos lively ' mans 
ner i» a Society, and Societies ' are for thy * 
fake of | it. DeFtroy love," and- not. only the. 
- eres; but the very: bond and Life" of a 50%. 
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= © diet comes to nothing. There: are great euniffe*) 
meuds ' of Chrii# that we are. not ' capable \vff#16 
x obeying bim in but in Church: Communion 4 « 
t . -As frequent afſembling:: together; \provoyt® 
t King oneanother to love and good wotksJ®* 
E . Heb.10, 24. The remembrance of the LordsF$"* 
Death frequently in the \'Lords Supper. And" 
this, is to' be obſerved in a Body or Soeitry hb 
of Believers. See 1 Cor:10, 16/171 "libre 
$nft ance. alſo. in all Duties that \ concern. Wyo- 184 
” therly watch, PaMoral warch, each Officers 
=: dutics by their reſpeftive places, and Membeys \* 
=. r9 them; all Diſcipline attively or paſſively YP* 
conſidered, Chrifts Church - Inftitution; \Ordis | 
S mances and . Statutes -ate thoſe which "ate 7 
= _ principally. intended by David, Pſal--119, 1” 
And ſuch were thoſe that Zechary | attd\ Ev 14 
= = lizabeth walked. in, blamelef, Luk. 1.6. :5i: JC 

5. Every \one that ſuppoſeth bimſelf ina | * 
'Þ State of; Grace ſhould ufe all endeavours re- |" 
FF. guired by Chrift, and means inſtituted by-hik ſe 
> _ for growth in. Grace, Now that. Chatth Ly 
E- - fellowſhip and Ordinances ' are inſtitated:by \P 
E. 5 ww. Chriſe for growth in Grace, 1 think 0 a 
I *Z ſound Chriftiau will go about to deny. Belje- |P 
vers are exborted, or commanded to grow I 
- -1n Grace, 2 Per. 3.18. And that Churches, |” 
= ard their Officers and Ordinances are appoin* L 
-, ed «for that end, which we \are-to abide |? 
i "Fedfa/t inthe uſe of, is manifeſt, from Epts + | * 
F%- SR. DEP & 14, 15»: 
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To'the Reader. 

nil 14 15. compared with the Primitive pr as- 
10 tne 2.42, chi'9: 5, See alſo Eph: 2 
. 6. All that profeſs themſelves to be tran- 
hard into. the. Kingdom of our 'Lord 
%y ns Chriſt ſhould _ as profeſſed Subjzfts 
p hereof ; and' this they cannot do but in Com- 3 
1 pnuxion” with a viſible Church, for particular . = 
x3 harches are the viſible parts '6f Chriſts \,* 

Cinydom. Flere Chriſt rules 4s King, - Law-  "*® 
0 |giver,'' and appears 4s High prieſt ' and Pro= if (+ 
1 [pher, giving forth himſelf to the Faith of his \{; Ws : 
9; \People with all his fullneſs of Grace in Go- | "uw: 
ty ſpel \Ordinances and Diſpenſations. Here then . "7 7 
tr. [it 35 "that a Believer doth exalt the Lord PN * 
tt | Jeſus Chriſt moſt eminently as to viſibility, " 
n. [#2-his regal Power; and titrefore ſo long as 
I» 14 Believer joyns not himſelf to 4 particular , £21 
Church, he ſtays in the Verge of Satans. ws " 
«| K ingdom; expoſeth himſelf at no ſmall rate; * 
& ro bis Temptations, Rage and Tyranny ; and" E 
L Walls ſhort of one great end of his Faith in Si; 2 
1 - Ws 
y 
/ 


Ky 2 


the Salvation of his Soul, which i to be a. 
profeſſed Subje of Chriſts Kingdom, + deals WF + 
diſloyally with Chriſt, inſtead of promoting yg «0 
. [prejudiceth the” Intereſt of Chriſt both in re" 
, | /pett of himſelf and others in the World, beY 
| 14y be a Nicodemus like Friend of Chriſt's 

Thur: why deeth he ' not profeſſedly and pen 
-* Ipraflice” Obeadjence to all the Laws and 77 
err *] his Houſe, and bear” iti 


bereto 7 1 Py not 4 rachte-- $699 implicite : dev 
wog--of Chbriſe ? and will not. Chriſt taks 4 
62 ..aud mens talking of |Chriſts Kingdom 1 
but a vain thew,. unleſs they do hin. this. par- 
ticular perſonal ſervice, as to joyn themſelves 
attually and wiſivly to a' Church of Chriſt's 
therein eſpouſing his Intereſt in giving up their 
Names unto him, and walking\ in his Name, 
a Micah 4, 5-. All people! will walk. eve- 
ry one in the Name of his God, and we 
will walkin the Name of the Lord. our 
God for ever and ever. -. '. F 
Objettions that are made: againſt this pre- 
Bice are very mconſiderable, "and ſhould bear. 
b. little weight in a Mind trutly enlightned ; 
PE ſome of which  Svre anſwered in the. enſuing 
E  JAiſcourſe, others I ſhould here remove, if. ther 
* were room for it. 1 think the Naming rocks 
_ Wh # the ſhaming of them, to ull men that have 
© -tearned Chriſt, and taſted. that the Lord 


£5 men hall fall under from the prophane 
p "34 World. I think. no wiſe man will be laugh't 
A WW ut of his Eſtate, how anuch leſs out of his 
 WZeligion and Souls Salvation? 2. A. Sulpi- 
<cion leſt! they. ſhould come under. tos 


of 4 = | h, 1X 6, 17,18; 19.. 3: Others are kept off, 


4 


is. Gracious. 1. The. ſcorn :and reproach 


Siricr tyes and bonds. to: Holy and Reli- \ 
10us Converſation. Read 1 Pet. 1. 14,15, 


y prejudices ariſen» by-reaſon of the fins: \ 
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{es and failings of Churches ' and Church. 
ir} Members. But wil 4 men refuſe a good ; 
51 Calling or Eſtate becanſe there are ſo many 
rl abuſe them ? And name a Church or - Chri- 
x5) ftian without failings, and conſiderable ones. 1 
3 It is your duty to chooſe the pureſt Society, _. * 
ir and you are at your Liberty to do it + 
e;0| mhere. you may have moſt Comfort and E- 
er dification. Laſtly, Many are hindred from 
7e | their ignorance, or miſted - apprehenſions ' con- 
ir} cerming the Nature of a. Goſpel Church, * 3 
1} For their Information and Refhification, eſpeci- 
e- | ally; 1 have 'publiſhed - this Chriſtian | Con- 2 
wr. ference, that mas in my hands, and that it ® 
's | nay © obtain the deſired end, is the ſintere. EE 
g.| wiſh and prayer of an' unworthy Seruaiit of "7 
e | Chriſt, AE 
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This Conference is managed by 
Mr. Cornelius Philomathes a 
OE Countrey - Gentleman, and- 
Mr. Peter Chrifiophilus a Mi- 


niſter, Neighbour to him. 


The Introduction. 


r. Philomathes, | am wenn 


Chr iſt 0- , 
philus, glad to ſee yon! methinks ., 


you are mightily enjoying & 
your ſelf it yonr pleaſant and retired wal 0 
will not my.company diſturb. your medita- BID. 
cons ? | a 
Philomathes. I take it kindly, Sir, you are * 
pleaſed to give mea Vilit, for indeed; I Fob 
ſomewhat lonely, T am glad of good com-\p .. 
pany,eſpecially ſometimes for dvr 
{but-there is no friend more welcome'than..” 
your” {elf to me, becauſe your chearfulneſs** 
revives me, and your diſcourſe profits me: 
_ Chriſtoph. Dear Sir, I deſerve not 16 great. , : 
a character arid commendation, it is your ge-'# 

nerous diſpoſition. chat leads you to ſpe po 4x ; 
theſe things, for you know we uſe to differ - "7 
pretty much in many things,eſpecially in mat=; IF "+ 
ters of Religion, and in diſcourſe A. *S- - 
pÞor opponents of each other, but I en. ne-.. 
ver the worſe Friends. + -- 50 
"Phil, Sir, * have, fo near as I know 
** Gin eart, 2 moſt cordial love's fo. > ot 
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have, thatall good men may liye.quietlyand , 2 
peaceably one by another, and-lerve Gad * 
JI according to their Conſciences. +7 
G Chriſt. Ay Sir, eſpecially if we confider 3 
« the ſtupendous circumſtances of Providence 2 
Cv theſe few laſt years paſt, that hath wrought 
JJ about matters to effect that which we ſo 
* | long prayed and waited for. 
129 Phil. Burt my friend, I muſt whiſper a 
word in your ear, things are not right yet. 
© Chriſt, No, no, nor will-not be yetas the 
M8 ſhall be;but-bleſſed be God they are ſo we 
as they are, and that God -is going on ſo.fafl 
-Uy in the way of his Providence towards fin 
ing his Myſtery. | A 
Phil. I ſee you are on your Prophetick ,, - 3 
&hints ſtill, 1 muſt confeſs my ſelf here Aſinus * 1 
PFad lyram, for the darkne(s. of Prophecies,and 
the diſagreement of Interpreters,and Evens 
refuting ſo many that have been very conft- 
Sy dent, hath quite diſcouraged me, that-as F-* 
6 look not into them my ſelf, {o 1 give e's 
| heed to what others fay, for all men will” 7 
abound in their own ſenſe; and a man may #4 
be ſaved whether he be right or wrong in'® 7 
thoſe things. 2855 
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1 Chriſt. Well Sir, then we'll let thoſe _; 
£4 things alone, I would not introduce anyliza. 
27 grateful diſcourſe, but would rather enternpany 
4 08.Jomething more ſuitable co. your geifs*; 
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4 . — The Introduttion, | 
&-» Pb.” Say you ſo? I will be fo bold wit 
- Yyou'then, as to ſtart ſome matter for our dif: 
| ® courſe, which may be of uſe to me; and it i 
that which I have been juſt now meditating 
on, when walking by my ſelf, and I can't tell 
What is the matter with me (there may be 
 Jfomethingof God in it) my mind for ſome 
4 months fince hath been much running on 
E - fuch things: My Friend,I am thinking about 
” . aChurch of Chriſt, whether or no Chri 
= inftirntedany? or whether there be any Vi- 
eChurch' but what is eſtabliſhed by the 
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2ws of Men ? our Parſon ſtands very ſtifly 
on this latter Opinion, and truly to give him 
E --- his due (though a while ago he ſeemed a 
"little of a Perſecuting ſpiric, which I always 
2, chid-him for) he is a-learned man,. a good 
2 Diving, an eloquent Preacher,and indeed an 
E--- indifferent good liver, unleſs now and then 
- $£2IVine too much, which a good man may'do. 
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2. Indeed he was upon this Point Sunday laſt, 


Scripture ground ro prove what he faid. - - 
F 5” 1 Chri/e. Sir,I am not a little ſtartled at this 
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ſome company he may drink a'glaſs of 
and I am thinking-he did not give ſufficient}: 


” Jhumourof yours; you know how often you 


3 © 
< 


AZ 


FO. Pits 4 $1 j- Up i p 
GE CIOS 344 Br a ab Ped oe ont ate es FR Ro 
5 . RES k + + 1ST Ss Yo 212, 5, ae; TERS 4 WEE 
% , 4 p p / f ; Fo ' P « " VP mn 5; Les y £5 vn " " 
, . / T7 3-1 ; Y Mc a. 
d , SPY. = of - FR”... 


have as little certainty , in-them 25 you do 


0-7 
cf the Interpretation of Prophecies now... : 
- | / Phil. It's too true indeed what you -layof +7 

2 me, and I thank you for it, but Nemo morta- 
18 #2 omnibus horis ſapit ; 1t may be God is fix- < E 
ing my heart to a more ſerious and impartial 
conſideration of theſe things, from which - 3 
two things hindered me. 1. A rooted pre- - A 
Judice took. in from the Univerſity, and ©... 
daily company, eſpecially with them of the _ _ } 
Gown of both ſorts againſt theſs things. "+ 
2. Worldly Intereſt; I did got dare to ſuffer - 3 
my mind and conſcience to be overcome by* - ? 
the light of ſome Truths, leſt they ſhould 4 # 
ſo far prevail as to prejudice my Eſtate and  ** 
Reputation among the leading men of the _** 
times ; I ſhall ſpeak two words, which ſhall 4 
introduce you with chearfulneſs into this 4 
diſcourſe. I. In our former converſes about © _; 
theſe things, although I uſually (as-you know: |. 3 

the manner is for diſcourſe ſake) gave- you" 3 

much oppoſition, yer there were many Ars ** 
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; pens which you uſed pinched me very 


, and although I ſeemed to blow cheny-us. | 
off with little regard, yet they ſtuck in my #* 2 


4 mindafterward,and now recur.with no ſmall 
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3H for Ser gy af th have Mtert gt that 
|. ;rmuſt be the Nandard for our Religion, 
2 - whanver Men ay; ele we miſt turn Papiſts'A& 
or Mahomertans. And there was ofie plice WP 
foes & the reſt which you preſſed upori me © | 
firianeſs of walking according to Goſpel 
Rules in the ſervice of Chriſt, Fob. 15.14. Te 
ave my friends if ye do whator I command you. 
-- From this place I have had many checks of 
0 conſcience in reading over the Books of the 
New Teſtament (in the courſe I obſerve in | 
my family) ſeeing fo many things command- | 
6 ed by Chriſt, which I cake no regard to,eſpe- 
&- cially in Goſpel Inſtitated Worthip, and I 
. have thought that ſure Chriſt commands 
Believers much more than meer - Moratiry, 
* which made me to queſtion my true friend- 
. ſhip to Chriſt, and chat I was not carried 
- forth in the practice of that little Religion 
which Iprerend to,from a right principle,but 
from carnal, and did but whata meer pru- 
- dential moral man might do viz. to attain | 
4 ok to a little ſeeming negatrue Holineſs 3 > and 
- © feeing upon examination I find the fruicno 
_ "*Heftter, I queſtion the goodnels of the Tree. - 
on I pleaſed my ſelf that I was not of a 
ſecuting ſpirit, and now I find this came 
from the natural conſtitution God hath: gi- - x 1 ; 
. | $ me; I was ley. of a compaſhonare na- || * 
hang mw kewifel ook bag om 
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the Goſpel a Moral Rulejodo as T would be*-* © 
done by ; now in all thisT find there wasno= = 
thing butnature,and meer morality, not any” * 
- - thing of grace; .here now I nding my ſe 
' meerly natural, I ſ& the reaſon why all the 
myſteries offaithand order(the'.commands of 
God in the Goſpel)were meer fooliſhnefs to 
| me. AndT manifeſted a love to you and 
{ _ Others of your perſwaſjon, becauſe you were 
always the faireſt and honeſteſt ſorr of men 
' todeal with, except here and there an Hy- 
-  pocritical knave. Snch will be found among 


the ſtricteſt Profeſſors in this world : though +» 7 
 Toften had my mouth ſtopped. when your F 
| Inveterate Enemies condemned all, and bog 
very Religion it (elf for your ſakes. Belides, 
F Idid love you, becauſe I ſaw you goodCom-. 
S . monwealths men, & for the moſt part afſer- 
8 ted our Civil Liberties ,as well as Spiritual. 
- And laſtly, as I may tell you, I had no little. _ 7 
F- condemnation in my conſcience by obſerving Y 
the converſation of ſome of you,and looked* 7 
upon it as ſome kind of expiation for my ex-" ,* * 
travagancies and compliances, and ſo a pal-"  } 
liate cure of my ſtinging conſcience to ſhew'» © 
S. as much countenance to you as conld'welf - 
*” ftand with my circumſtances. And I was wth; : 
3 ling to havea general reputation amongalkk 
. © Parties for 2 good - honeſt prudent Gentlen® 2 
man of a'religions ME Rt differs” 4 
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ing-in ſome ſmaller matters, and ſometimes 

carried away by a ſort of men to thoſe pra- 

' ices I approved not of, but could not well 
avoid; and you know I was never no ſwea- 
rer, nor did eyer care.fer healths, and ſel- 
dom out of the way by a glaſs of Wine 
more than ordinary. | | | 

Chriſt. Sir, I am ſure now you ſpeak like a | 
very honeſt Gentleman indeed ; I have often | 
heard your diſcourſe with delight, but never | 
with ſo much complacency as now,you have 
by this got my very heart, for I hope you 
are through grace raiſed to a better favour 
and truer reliſh of ſpiritual things: than ever 
I perceived in you. 

Phil. I wiſh that be trae, God grant that 
through his rich grace it may be fo, -I will- 
add a word more concerning .my ſtate in 

* grace -by and by, but let me firſt mention the 
* _ -Other thing to induce you to proceed in an- 
& . Hyering my defire, and it is this ; I am now - 
- . Willing candidly to enquire into your way 
-- of Worſhip, that which you call Goſpel Or- 
- der,and to lay alide all wrangling diſputes 
- *and prejudices, and take things calmly, and 
* Witha fincere impartial attention, thar fo I 
| . may have the cleareſt information that may }, 
+ be of the true mind and will of Chriſt; for 
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pointed; ſuch ſervices I am convinced are+ 
neither acceptable to him, nor profitable eo; 
us:therefore our graciousand wiſe Lord tells. 
the corrupt worſhippers of his-day,» vain do- 


ye worſhip meteaching for Dottrine the command- 
ments of men. 1 was much ſtartled ac that 
Text once by an able Preacher (flipping in 


' ſtrange place into a Conventicle where no 


body knew me) who did open and apply 
that place notably.; I wiſhed in my tand 
ſome of my. acquaintance had heard him 


_. but that was not a day for ſuchas I an 


them to be ſeen at a Conventicle.  - 


Chriſt. Sir, I ſhall now moſt gladly com- 


ply with you in the command you lay upon 
me, but I pray Sir, howcame you 1o 1n love 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt > you may re- 
member how in your familiar diſcourſes 
with me at your Table, you would take oc- 
caſton a little merrily to deſcant upon m 


-name, and ſay, it wasa marvelous. Purtanick 


name, ſure thy Father was a great Puritan, 
Browniſt, or Anabaptiſt. | 


Phil. Sir, I remember it very well, and I _ 
am convinced I did very il! in it-to jeſt with” 


ſpiritual things, for I find now I had as zood 


; have joked on the nameChriſtian,for indeed) *'* 
' he is not worthy of that name who is nor ay, Þ 
friend of Chriſt, and {uch I deſire to be, and& = 
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"Chriſt. Amen ; It is my hearty deſire and 
prayer to God'for you-rhat you may be ſaved, 
_ and always hath been fince T knew you; but 
' T'pray how cate you all of aſudden to be fo 
_ great a friend ufito Chriſt, as I hear you now @ 
profeſs;to- my unſpeakable rejoycing ? = 
Phil. On a ſudden! no, no, man, it is not 
on a ſudden; God hath been longer dealing 
with my heart than you, or atiy one hath 
known of, though youhear of ic but now. It 
would be roo long to acquaint you: with the 
dealings of God with me, the many convi- 
Rions of confeience that I have wreſtled 
with; and ar hft throngh the prevailing 
"power of Sin and Satan, palliated with ſome 
- . Religion, or ſtifled with merry companions, 
"or by reſolutely caſting off convictions: from 
reading the Word,from'hearingit, from the 
.. good Education my good Parents gave me 
(for indeed to: rell you'the trath, they were 
Puritans,and Lche Lord'forgive:me;an Apo- 
b ſtate wretch from the Principtes: I' was 1n- 
 _fruced in: boweverall was palliated under 
he rame and carriage of a prudential man). 
convictions front the: converſation of good”; 
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{ men, fron the ſins of prophane ones, tft 
was often an eye and'ear-witneſs : of convi-- ' «7 
_ Rions, . from the preaching of "bur Parſon 
” that preached apainſt ſome fins that he was 
too too much guilty of. I was convinced it © _ 4 
" Was my duty to do as he ſaid, not as he dids-but. - + 
all this while I was in the gall of bitterneſs, 4 = 
and thebond of iniquity, whatever I or others *W 
thoughr of me, for I knew nor Chriſt, and 
& faſted no true ſavour of him : I had fome- 
'** thing of a form of godlineſs, but no power ; 
my Religion, ſuch as it was, was a meer ſh- 
_ very to me; theworld, and the luſts of my © 
own heart kept me a\{lave to the Devil. 

Chriſt. When do you think thoſe bonds 
began firſt to'be broken, and how ? 

Phil, Truly it was by the Word of God; 
for when I conſidered ſome places of Scrip- 
ture, {ach as Rom. Io. 17. faith comes by htar- 
ing,&c. & Jam. 1.18. Of his own will begat be us : 
with the word of truth ; 1t wrought upon me. =" 
to look ont a little (in my prudential way) © 7 

after good Preaching, that I might find the = 
'_  gatesof Wiſdom.And I would hear ſome of 7 
the ableſt men of our Church, eſpecially 7 
when T went to London, and truly I heard 
many notable diſcourſes for Eloquence arftl 
4 Learning, and they ſeemed for ro make a. 
" grout Junge in my imagination for the res * 
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= Zopour Church-for che pureſt in the world, 

- andnatural Religion, and the power of the 

+ nacural man's free will to the imbracjng the 
; | 


ſtance, and Paſſive Obedience; and in the he 
ing of thoſe Do&rines, I was o far from 
profiting, chat my. heart told me ſtill while I 


experience that they preached Lies, and that 
they cauſed the people to err,ſuch as are ſpo- 
ken of, ?er.14.14. 8 23. 25,26,32. Ezek. 13. 


Souls that ſate conſtantly under ſuch teach- 
ing, and reſolved to give them off, and be- 
take my ſelf roConventicles; but my cove- 
+ tous heart, in love ſtill with the world, was 
EF. toohard for me, for there was danger yet in 
 -,- itz whereupon I talked with ſome Whigs 
that were not ſo ſtrait-lac'd, but that they 


> and Common-prayer too, if need were, but 
> would ſhake their heads, and make great 
- © complaint of the Publick Miniſtry. In brief, 
 T find they were ſick of my diſcale, though I 
| liked them thebetter for it then; they told 

..meof a man or two which the Whigs that 
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nce-of their diſcourſes was uſually to.cry 

things of God, the Docrine of — 3 
r g 

eard, that I ſufficiently knew by mine own 


8, 9. & 16. 29. & 22. 28. [ pitied the poor 


-. would hear good Preaching in the Church, . 


Had been affrighted from. Conventicles had _ * 


ZF. atthis Devil of Perſecution that is broke 


ſay ſome ) reckoned but Phanaticks in's © © 
Mgt he true Sons of the Church hate 
them with a perfe& hatred z quoth I, it's no 
matter for that, I will hear them what they 
ſay, if it pleaſe God : Indeed I was 6 
- diflatisfied in the preaching of ſome of their 
London Dons, that I had rather hear our 
Country Doctor, which I look uponas more 
orthodox, and was -juſt reſolving to leave 
the Church, and venter it at the Conven- 
ticles: No, ſay my honeſt Latitudinarian 
Whigs (as true Blues for the Peoples Civil 
Rights as any in the world, but fince I find 
them meer bogglers at the Intereſt of Chriſts 
| - and thereare (ome N. C. Divines that give 
_ - large meaſures to their conſciences too, but 
no more of that) don't do any thing raſhly; 
conſider, you have a plentiful Eſtate,God be 
thanked, and you have a Wife and many 
Children, it becomes you to mind the main 
chance ; theſe are but Punctilio's of diffe- 2 
rence between the Church of England, and; 4 
' the Diſenrers, the great danger 1s of Popery, 
let's all combine againſt that, and not let Pro-""_.- 4; 
teſtants break 'one another by theſe ſmall 3 
Tndifferences. .We confeſs we are troubled : 


out in the Church, bur we think too they? © 


3 are a fort of imprudent raſh People,thac wil; 
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and -Eamily's for non-campliance in indiffe- 
” rentithings, in which cauſe we believe they 
could not jultifie themſelves to die, There 
 -are many things indeed ſhould be rectified in 
our Church ; but you know cur Articles are 
very ſaund, and as for the Prayers and Ce- 
remony's, they are as our firſt Reformers 
- and Martyrs left them. Theſe things being  *? 
E fpokenatanoted Coffeehouſe for Whiggs, |! 
took much impreflion upon me, and fix d | 
me with more Reſolution to adhere to the 
Church ; for I knew they were old Profeſ- | 
fors, and as cunning Shifters, as I was, or I 
*could be in matters of Religion. I thought 
my {elf now but a fool to them, ſeeing they |1- 
Bad ſtudied and practiſed this Point fo tho- | 
rowly; and condemaed a narrow throated 
Conſcience for one of the worſt things 1n 
”-* the World for a Wiſe man, it was fat an- 
- - ly for Religious fools. But I told them if I | 
#4 dd keep my Church, I would hear ſome 
| +» or other that preached Salvation by Jeſus 
F = . Chriſt, and if I found ſuch an one I would 
+.” go near to move my Family, and come up 
tp London, 1o I took my leave and went a- 
; way, paying my Dith. «+ 
Chriſt. And did you go to hear the man A} 
.-..,or,men they directed you to ? | LN 
32 Pb. Yea, T'le warrant you, and with: a: _ , þ 
 arecdy appetite.; and there was & : zreat. 7} 
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- when they would not have gone to Churth 7 
for a. great deal, ſed rempora, mutantur "@* 
nos,” &C. ig). 

Chriſt, And what was the Subje@ he'was 

upon ? ; : | 
$59 Eph. 2. I. And jou hath he quickned 

who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, G&c. Be 3 

inſiſted on. the dead ſtate of the Natural  - 
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man, ſhew'd how all the Imagination gs B+ 
Heart was evil ; he could not of himſelf d@ ® 
any good, Row. 3+ 12. and backed his Do-. | 
&rine with ſo many full and. plain places gf 
Scripture, that my mouth was fully ſtoppe 
and my Heart became guilty before God. I 7} 
{aid with my ſelf, Blefled be God, I hope 4 
{ome men in the Church haye got the'-que 7 
of the Goſpel. I hope all have not Eg «4 
ted the thirty nine Articles from their Pul> _ * 
pits. I went in the Afternoon to hear a man  * 
much commended roo, and he was on that * 
Text, Mar. 16. 26. What will it profit a; man, + . 1 
&c. . And he deſcribed the excellency and 
worth of a mans Soul fo well, !hewing no- © 7.1 
thing could be a valuable ranſom for it but **$ 
Chriſt ; and decried the world at ſacha rate, + 
eſpecially when it comes in competition 2 
with the Eternal welfare of che Soul ; that. .. " 


|, Ihe” 


 my.cwogreat bul;yarks were battered down, ? 
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”  yeady to take poſſeſſion. I faw now I was 
” but a poor undone, wfetclied, wicked, con- 
demned creature, and that. I had hitherto 
{old my Soul to preſerve my Eſtate. Where- 

- upon I retired my ſelf ro my Lodging, and 
ſpent-much time in Prayers and Tears, and 
reſolved now if God would give me ftrength, 

 Twould flip into a Conventicle, which ac- 
cordingly I did next Sunday, 'whereT heard 
a very awakening diſcourſe upon, Gal: 3... 
Io. As many as are of the Works of the Law, 

* are under the Cirſe.  Whereby I underſtood 

"the deſperate Condition I was in, in Rela- 
tion to the Law, which he opened exceed- 

= ing well, Whereby the Law'came, Sin revi- 
L-* wed, and 1 died, Rom. 7. Aﬀeer this I made | 
© © Tlbifc co get into a place where I heard a , 

FF worthy man preach very lively and clearly 
-- on A4&.16 31. whence he opened the Na- 

ture of Faith, and ſhewed how it ſaved, 

viz, Inſtramentally by cloſing with, and lay- | 
| ing hold upon” the Lord Jeſas Chriſt for 

FE > Juſbfication cand San&tifcation, and how 

= _ Chriſt was made Sin for us, and bare the 

FF Curſe: After this I began to favour the 
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4 Lgpeaching of Jeſus Chriſt, and found my 
EE Soul more refreſhed with one of theſe Ser- 


. mons, than with an hundred others. I. 
heard alſo from As 4 12: There is no other - 
&* Name nider, Heaven given, whereby wa* cat: | 
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be ſaved and from Heb,7425. He is able to; 

| to the u rtermoſt allthem that come, 8c. 3 
0 Joh.14. 6.1 am the Way,the Trath,&c.It wonld-: <4 
- | beendle is to acquaint you withthe'precious 2 
d | diſcourſes, that I have fince heard in London ©; 
d | when came pp, eſpecially from the time © ? 
1, | of Liberty ; and/whar warmth of Love was 
- | wrought in me to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
d | with ſome meaſurel truſt ofa true and live- 
- | ly Faith, that through the ſtrength of Free- 
, | grace I hope I ſhall be a Chrifophilns now 
1 | all my days, bur I myſt tell you one thing, 
- | thar the Devil is a Conventicler too, as -:} 
- | wellasa Son of the Church, for I ſee 'ma- _ - 7 
- | ny very looſe perſons there for hearers, and - * 
> |. nota little falſeDoctrine deliver'd in many 
2 ſ of them. =” IM 
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- Chrif. Theſe things always have and will 
be 3 as for prophane hearers, I diſlike nor 

, | that, for there 1s then the more marter for 

- | a converting Miniſtry to work upon's and” * 

* | as for falſereachers, they were many'in the * 
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Apoſtles time, as Pau! and Perer tell us 'im = 
__theirEpiſtles.This ſhould not diſcourage youz © 
But be faithfnl to the Death, and you ſhall * |} 
have a Crown of Life, Rev. 2. 10. bo 2 
_ Phil. T hope by the help of God I ſhall, 5 
bat 1 will tell you there is one difficulty, f 6 4 
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- + cannot get over yet, and that is this; I have” 
ns C0 Oges * 9 g go. NE. 
+ þ heard you ſay, it's Se Duty of a Believer 
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I any. 0 OE than” to avi CAe Cone 
3 - with the Church of Ez gfend, and ſome- 
” rimesata.Meeting ; whic 
” rished in, for T any weigh iy reaſons not to 
-- NOW 1 ich keeps me at 
| I IS my 01-eh, ky ONE of, and .E- 
F .  ftrangednels to the order of the Goſpel, 1 
WE Fe not fully ſatisfied whether Chriſt hath 
bf: eofhroed an y Stated iCrofyel Church,and if he 
among all your different perſwa- 
__—_ Fong GATE AD of. wor{hip it is to be fognd. 
KEE Til "u would be pleaſed to give me the 


- perſwafion and wp ice in theſe © Math F 
b -Chrift. Sie | chearfully endeayour it, 
EZ but thar. things may be more clear and. plain 
$ | Toyour: derſtanding, I pray make youren- 
- -qQuiries of; the points yqu wayld be reſolved 
Wh: "ad your NONCHAE as hey Occur, 
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Lam much difla- | 


FRASconnt you. areable in brief of your | 
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Clay. n of 'he Church Carli 
CASE I. 
Phil. | Fs Pray Sir,what doth the word Church | 


Le 

O 

' 

74 Chriſt, Church or Kirk is but an abrevia- Ef 
| tion "= xvera I Aaccordi ing to the properidi= 
2 


oms of Engliſh and Scotch, it fig-' +. YZ 
nifies the Houſe of God: and hence our pla- 4 4 
ces of mk aſſembling are called Church- y 
es in Conformity to the Few-s of old,who cal- 
led the Temple,che Houſe of God,ccording bs 
to FIT Chriſt 1} Mat. 21. 13. there, 
being a Ley Holineſs afcribed ro it, 4 Pp 
; | which Holineſs of places hath ceaſed with ic, 
| | and the Goſpel Churchis made only of living” - 
| ſtories, Heb- 3. 8. I Per. 2.4. though when 
we in England ſpeak of a place for ublick. 
aſſembly, we call ita Church, not that any” 
wiſe Proteſtants do take it fo, ina proper- *=* 
ſence,but Metonymically only; as for others > 4 
they think and fpeak after the Papiſts. "3 
Phil. What do the Greek and Hebrey, 3 
words import ? 
j "ARriP. They alrrags Gondkis 2n Aﬀenbly,, 
Fa ls ia he dT ere was two words. 5-Y ES: 
Lto wicia 


ald Teſltamipe? IM ad. 
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IT "Of the Church: Catholich 


Eb ot th "flenifie Cerusor Congregatio . 4 is. 
E- from WP corndixir, fo thar it's raken for the 
- folemn aſſembly gathered together at Gods 
age corre time, or for the aſſembly at the 
appointed place, viz. the Tabernacle, and 
zerefore the' Tabernacle of .the Congrega- 
tion, which Congregation was the Church 
of old, A#. 7.38. : Eccleſia in the New Te- 
ſtament is taken for any aſſembly,” though 
.. rude and riotous, A#. 19, 32. [ manone js 
. not_.uſed, v. 37. where our Interpreters uſe 
- our Engliſh word, #9 gught to be ren- 
4 robbers of Tem les, ] Heathieniſhand 
k.- - Jewiſh, but it is moſtly uſed for, and appro- 
"ms priated to a ſacred aſſembly, as 2ar 18.17. | 
— 2.47. Ch.8.1, Ch.11.26. 1 Cor. 1. 2.&c. | | 
Phil. What do you fay then is a Church 
{of Chriſt in the moſt comprehenſive ſence? | 
EE Chriſt, A Church of Chriſt isa Congrega- | : 
i... On; © Saints aſſociated in Chriſt Jeſus our | 
GE Fe Lord, Eph. 3. 21: In the Church + Chriſt | - 
l 


eſus. 
T Fa Why do you fay aſſociated ? 
7 'Chrift. Becauſe a Church is not a tranſient 
eg occaſional Congregation burtixed,and a 
© -joyned Society by Union and Communion | 
F wihChritand oneanother, 1 Foh» 1. 3. and 
I Fe bes we the Saints arecthe membersof Chriſt, I 
.- 4M & he Head, they are fdid-ro-be ga- $- 
+ Uheted togethe abrays: in Chriſt a al- 


- "IO 9” os Of th J "Chu << Cat bolick "TE * L « % -_ 
is | ly,'0r  profeſſedly they are gathe Eo an : " 
1e | himby way of inſertion, my cally & 
1s | litically, they are gathered rogerher in 7 


1e | Name or Authority: . 
d | | Phil. Thena Church comes under various | 
1- | conſiderations ? 
h Chriſt, Yes, Sir, it doth, but the Church 
>. | of Chriſt is properly but one,as he is the one -* 
h | Headand only fo,the Body is but one, 1 Cor. © 7 
is | 12. 12. For as the Body 150ne, and hath many | 
e members,and all the members of the one Bod Iy;be: 
- | ing many, ere one body, ſo alſo is Coriffs 1. 6M 
Myſtical. Re 
i Phil. I pray be as diſtin as you can upon ig 
, | the ſeveral conſiderations of this one (I XY 
-. | of Chriſt ? : —_ 


i |  Cbrift, I will, you know the moſt compre- *® 
henfive conſideration of the Church of Gor 3d 
- | is under the name of Catholick,and there are: 


ewo Articles in the Creed called the. Apo= 

: | les, that expreſs onr Faith cherein; 1. Z.be- 
f. lieve the Holy Cathbolick, Church; 2. I be=. 
lieve. the Communion . of.. Saints, which wa... 4-3 

» | words Holy and Saints denote the Matter” © |} 
; | and Form of this Church,thar it is Saints in, © © 4 
| | Chriſt Jelus, it isa Holy Church made. up”. 2 
| $' of Saints; and then that it is comprehenſive © 
of all Saints. And laſtly, That the' formal, a. Y 
; þ- 22ture of chis Church only. in 2 certain yo” bed = 
. $ nic on and Communion, for the ang "S* 


BS > w” 4 
NET 
Ee. {87 ha 


*” "Bp rkagyrs John 17. 9, 1e,'1r.-Rom. | 


229,30. 3. Here inthis: ann 
IG oy ol be Gutbolick in relation 20 
FE __ Ws; DS 


"Phil: Bl ths weve A arkienke Chnirches || 
; ” i you not call every fingle Congregation a 


Church ? 
Chriff, Yes, wedo fo; but that you may 
| have the right and'diſtin& notion of it, we 


muſt duly weigh the, Catholick Church as to | 


its Relation, to Chriſt its Head. The Catho- 
lick Church is to be conſidered as to its my- 
tical; and political ftanding in Chriſt. In = 
ſpe&t of i its myſtical ſtanding theſe thi 

long unto it; T. That it is the general a bh 
bly or colledtion of real Saints, Heb, 12: 23. 
ye are come, INemyge 1 inxanda mpdorter to 
..'the Catholick aſſembly and Church or Con- 
_ Bregarion of firſt born, whoſe names are written 
'i#n Heaven. This is the Heavenly Church ” 


£ pct he ſaith Believers in the Goſpel 'da 


-are'come, to which Church, Jeſus the Me 5 
' ator of the New Covenant is'the Head of 
; Phone and to which all Saints as ſuch are 
/ Sivvp 


aly knir, and with whom they have . 


Communion, and in him one with another. 
2. The Church in os ſence is it, which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed, and are effeQually 
partakers of all his benefits, Eph. 5.25426,27- 
ro it "belongs, Eleftion, Redemption, Effettual 
© 1-5 Fuſtification, Adoption, Sanification, 


ks | 
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F dual Saints only, it's not Catholick'as's 26-7 
mus ng os" ing m_w {peciesof Chin Ch 2 
ES, but aSa totum wmtegrate COMPNIZINg many +2 
2y Þ parts; and all have a coordinate Randing in 43 
'e | ſubordination only to Chriſt their Head; yea * 
to || they all conduce to the-making up of Chriſt _ 
o- | Myſtical one body, being members in parti-" 2? 
y- | cular. 4. This Myſtical Body is to be'confi- © 7 
2- | dered according to its manner of exilting _3 
= | ( /ſecundim modum exiſtend;) and: that two 
+- | ways. 1.In its Militant State or Standing,or - . -: 
. | inits Triumphant, in /34 or in Parrid,Jnits 2 
o | Militant State it comprehends all the truebe- 5 
- | lievers in the world exiſting at the ſame 
time, whether they are viſible by profeflmg 
or not;' the complement whereof are all th 


a # Mp 
: IZS wm d 4* CI 58 
s | Saints aRually Sorneg, or the Spirits-of juſt 3 
- Ee 

F 

; 


| men made perfe&. And this diſtintion'is only = 
_ ofthe Church, in refpe& of the different Rate © 
in the-enjoyment of Chriſt in the way of © 
» | Communion, in Grace and Glory; the'difs : 
, | ference is: only gradual, and -no more, the ' 
Union is the ſame. =: Ir is to be conſidered 7 
in its Inviſible and Viſible Randing. The 
" Ehurch's Inviſible ſtatiding is wholly in'.re+ 
ſpe of that inward ſpiritual Relation, which- 
the Saints have to Chriſt, and one another, = 
$ Tis Viſible ſtanding is in profeffing” Saints. bs 
that are real members of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Chriſt —_ Chriſt is to F confidered as re 
| Ka ind Law-giver to his Church and Peo-Þl ec 
b DR he governs his Church either imme-J it 
: ately by Bis ruling Spiric in che, heart of Þ c| 
every Member of his Body, . whereby they || f5 
are influenced, Eph.4;4. There is one Spirit, one || G 
Body,one Lord Sc. - Or he governs mediate- | ir 
ly as a Politick Head, and that is only ſofar || a 
25 the Church is viſible and profeſſing,and as || ir 
 ſach he hath given Immunities, Laws, Offi- || a 
cers,Ordinances, for eſtabliſhment of Viſible Þ| { 
Policies, Societies, or ſpiritual Corporations. |. c 

; Bog here we are to obſerve diligently thele || c 

> gs 3. 1. That under this conſideration the || a 
ic bs « *Cattolick Church. is moſt large and exten- || « 
£ 
G 


»* $ 
> "4 


> a for it compreliends all credible Pro- 
= feflors,though not real,and all actual Church- 
Members, though ſecret Hypocrites, Epbeſ. 
3:15. Of bim the whole family ws named in Hea- 
| wen and in Earth, 4.e. real and profeſking. 
EF 2. That the Church, { far asit's capable of 
© {ks Communion and Fellowſhip, is the 
75 of Chriſt's mediate Political Rule | 
IS In oyernment,and that is only in particu- |. 
&- lar :Congregations, to them he hath given 
>. his is Wor, Ordinances and Officers, and to 
+ 2 no 0! ther, for he ſired them to par oy ar | 
j DSotleties ION, hah he Abies 53-0 4 
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Officers© or - Ordinances ; to "boa Heer myHical * > 
ſtanding of the Charch 3. All the. nſtitn- © 
red External Worthip, chough: ir-be given  - 
0-Þ co.che Church in its viſtble/ſtariding, which = * 
e-Þ| it hath in particalar Churches; yer ic is for - 
Y } che ſake of che Myſtical Body, for the-edi- 
9 || fying and building it up by the Meang'of 
7e | Grace, Eph. 412,13 and for the mules oly- 
- Þ ing it by calling in the Elect.- 4 In this ſenſe 
r | andacceptation as the Catholick Churchbe- 
Ss || ing a Politica) Body of all Saints myſtically , 
- | and immediately under Chriſt their Head: 44 
e | fo this Political Body ſhews it ſelf, and be. - 74 3 
= |. comes viſible.imſome particular parts theres ' 
e | only, which are called Viſible Charches,and 


are under a mediate Rule and Government - VB 
of Chriſt, and in this 'reſpe&'the Catholick «2 
- | Church comprehends particular Churches 2 
- | as ſome diſtinct parts and parcels thereof.” - 
Phil. Then I ſuppoſe your apprehenfions __ } 
are, that there is a Catholick Viſible <F = 
Church, which is the next and: immediate - 
 ſubjet ofall Officers and Ordinances.. ': 1. +, 
Chriſt. Miſtake me not, I have not faidifo 3 
asyets Ifay the Catholick:Church becomes 
in part viſible in particular io 11 | 
and they are the immediate ſabjedtsiof: Wy 
ſible Ordinances and Officers, which are Ne. 
Heme and placed therein for . the'ed Wa : 
2 £1 nef'r the Myſtical _ of om” Wh 7, 
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POW co ace dvr tries of Salty fo 
-Militanr the'Catholick: Viſible Church off th 
Chriſt on Earth?” m 
Chriſt. The aniverſality of Saints on EarthB.O 
doth: not. conſtitute'a Church in a viſiblell ni 
ſtanding ; for manyare Believers that as yet] ar 
make'noc chemſelves viſible by profeſfion.  D 
2.//They are not; nor can be: bound togethet | w 
inviſible Union and Communion. That | rt 
which makes a Catholick Church is a Ca- || 
thalick Bond of Union and Catholick Com-Þ { 
Cop mwndtragart isonly myſtical andiinvifibles | t: 
| there is not,” nor cannot be a' Catholick Þ| t 
viſible Bond; for as they - cannot appear || þ 
in.one viſible Congregation, {o they cannot | c 
© beboundrto walk together in Fellowthip,nor || ! 
£ - Can have vitble Communion as one Church 
”. 1n:the fame individual -Adminiſtration, if 
*-* they profeſs the fame Faith, preachthe ſame 
Wotd, pray alike, &c. yet this makes not 
2 ege-particular Chutch. 3: If there be a Ca- 
”  *tholick Viſible Charch; 'then it muſt have 
+ Catholick Viſible Officers, ' every- Officer 
{ - muſt relaceto the whole Church; every or- 
- dinary Officer muſt be Officer to the whole 
©. Catholick Viſible. Chardh, and there had 
E” __ need be a Viſible” Paſtor Paſtorum over 
 - zthemall. 4. All Vilible Members of the' | 
atholick Church are not. therefore _ 1 
od; tA on OR with Ordi I. 
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for they muſt be ſuppoſed 


nized with Officers to the whole Church, 
and not to a part of it: A Paſtor, Elder, 
Deacon, are Officers to the whole; and who 
will ay a Deacon hath as much power inall 
the Churches on Earth, as in the Church to 
which he isconſtitated ? he may as well fay 
ſo, as fay a Paſtor hath. 6. If Chriſt inſtitu- 


ted a Cath6lick Viſible Church, it was uridet - 


the Old Teſtament, or under the. New, but 
he did neither, for there was but one Parti- 


cular Congregation under the Old,and Chriſt 


left but one when he aſcended. 


— ” ———Ck 
——_—_— —_ my_ _ am— 


" Chap. IT. Of a Particular Church: __ 
Phil. [| Pray Sir come now to the maitt 


thing I aim at, viz. to the trne'na- 

ture and conſtitution of a Goſpel Particular =? 

- Chirch. 2 OY 
Chrift. You mean ſuch a Congregationi/as 


is the immediate ſubje& of all the Ordinans 


| &s and Offices of Chriſt's Inftirution, where 
every Believer is bound to wait upon Gad)huy 
Goſpel Faith and Order, for the glonpofee. 
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be Members of - 
the Catholick Charch, before they ca-be 7 
made Members of a Viſible Church with 
Ordinances: "5. A Viſble Church YOrge-._ 
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:not from che Man. of $n, which latterI fee |} 
auſe.endugh to ſuſpect. But I pray,give me 
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National Church be it? 
-.."'Chrift. By no means; it's no Church bu 
ſach whoſe Members may all meet togerh 


E 
-1n-one place for Communion in all Ordl bl 


nances, for ſo the firſt Church at Jeruſalem 
did, the greateſt for ought I khow that ever 
was {ince, and all other that we read of in 
Scripture ſince. . If any comprized all the 
Saints in the Nation, Province or Territory, 
they all aſſembled. for- frequent Communion 
in one place under: the ſame Officers. We 
read of no Particular Church in Scripture 
but what was Congregational 3 for the Na- 
tional Church of the Jews, which was the 
only one of that. kind which ever was in the 


World of God's Inſtitution, was Congrega- 
. tional; for all the Males came to the 


Temple, and before,to the Tabernacle three 
times ayear, to appear before God to wor- 
ſhip.in acts of Communion, therefore it was 


called the Tabernacle of che Congregation. 


_-Phil. T am pretty well ſatisfied now from 
the weighty arguments I formerly . heard 


”* from you, thovgh my thoughts through pre-\ 


jugice paſſed lightly over them then, thart all 
National, Dioceſag and Parochial conſticu- 


.tion.of Churches was merely from Man, if 
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rch I mean; may. not ff; 
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Chrift. With all my heart Sir, « Particu- 
er Goſpel Church «' a ſeparate company of Vidt- 
ble Believers with their Seed (or Saints) aſ- 
ſociated together in ſpecial bond of Union 
/erfffor the enjoyment of Communion wich Ehrift 
infland one another inall the Ordinances: of , 
he] Chriſts appointment for their edification. 

7, Phil. You oy the allowed matter of this 
2n {| Church is Viſible Believers; what underſtand 
/e || you by a viſible Believer ? 
ef Chriſt, I mean one that makes a credible 
1- | profeſſion, ſuch- ati one as I am bound by.  -: 
e || all the rules of Charity to believe he'is a :? 
e | true believer on the name of the Lord Jeſus +? 
- | Chriſt ; and I do not ſay, 1.-Thar it isne-. 
2 | ceffary that therefore he be no 'Hypocrite © 3 
2 | for ſohe may be and I not know it. 2. Nei- © 3 
- | ther do I fay that his meer profefling makes - '_ 7 
; | him a Church member, for they in' 48. 2: 5 
believed before they were Church Members 7 
and profeſſed their Faith, which gave: them © ++ 
right-of claim. Yea there are many have : -* 
rigat of claim, and- do profeſs, but do not. - 3 
ſeek. to joyn to a particular Church, and it}, 7 
cannot be withouta voluntary offer, and + 
{ubjeQion to the Order of the Goſpel. -'-* 4,4 7 
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| Fu bs 4 becomerh_ the Goſpel. j c. both 

- the Dodrine and Order of it : And this lies rc 
in negative and poſitive holineſs appearing Nl 7: 

- in thecanverſation. 1. Negative that it be | S 
without blame, Eph. I. 4. Phil. 2. 15-1 Th. 


|: 5.23. 2. A | MOT negative religion in re- | tl 

| fpectof.grofier and more obſervable fins is 
| © no more than what many Carnal man, may. || h 
E attain unto; there muſt be the practice. of || \ 
+ poltuye cuties required,and not merely mo-. || k 
- ralinjuſtice and mercy, but ſuch by which | E 
© 2 Chriſtian is more peculiarly Giflingghes, y C 
” © from Moral Heathens, ſuch as family dacies - | £ 
E-..of reading the word,and daily prayer: thoſe Þ} 1 
= * of @ mare publick nature, as conſtant ac- || 
Þ” tendance-ob the word Preached, ſanctifying -|| * 
= - the Lordsday, free diſtribution to the ne- || 1 
> ceffitiesof the Saints, and a manifeſt readi- - }| * 
neſs on all occaſions, to follow Chriſt as his Þ|| 


_ "diſciple in all things, 7ie. 3.8, ch.2. IT, 12, 
yea.in fiffering. * 
b- Phil. But what more profeſſion is need- "” 
E | fulldle this he oo Ser wgny is | b. 
oy -: of: 4+ 
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For they may be ſo WE AUO ited, with-che 2 
W Fiich, as well 25 the viſiblebolineſs of 
that- there may not be the leaſt doubt.” 
theperſon tering himſcl, $. fit matter. 
= the Spiritual building, but the Church. w 
th. Þ ic,may be for the edification of others defire- 
es © to hear the dealings ofGod with ſuch anong, 
gf rather than for 7 
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* > 
: 
: ” 


tisfaction conc 
e || Spiritual ſtate, which they.doubc not 0 
. | | Phil. But 1 pray Sir, what'is the oatyre.of 
- | this verbal profeſſion which-you. expect ?. 
s | Chriſt. There are two things befides what 
7. | hath. been ſaid requiſite in an adult: Churc - 
f | Member. 1. That he have: a competeng® 
.. | knowledge of God,and Chriſt, Prov..1 S.X.. .| 
; | Hechat hath not the knowledge of Chriult 7 
cannot believe, Rom. 10, 14, ch. 3.11. Pro, 
ge TO... Hoſe. 4.6- 2 Pet. 1.3, 1 Tim. 2.4, 
herefore it's requiſite that ſuch as are admit; _ * 
Church Members,do ſhew that they have 
a knowledge of God in his eſſence and ſub» 7 
ences, the perſon, natures and offices of . + © 
Chrill e ſtate of many reaſon. of the fall, © /-* 
the.nature of Chriſts Mediatory Office in his. ©] 
Hunuliation and-Exaltation, and che, great - 
_ OT WA GACASIOnh Sanctification. * 
_ Pla. Ithink indeed it's very requilite,chag, = 
3 > rch:Members ſhould have knaw © ag £0 CY 
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* Divine Myſteries, fo far as is neceſſary toff L 
+ Salvation, orelfethey will bur prophane ho- 
iy things, and turn them into meer ſuperſti: 
- tion or Idolatry, as the Papiſts have done; 
who hugg Ignorance as the Mother of. De- 
'vetion, but'many a man that hath had good 
Chriſtian education may give a great account 
in theſe matters and not have a” Grain of 
Grace in his Heart: | 
_ Chriſt. So he may, nay many an one that 
can. diſcourſe with much knowledge in allZe: 
points of Divinity may be a very looſe andJPr: 
wicked man in his life, Roz: 2. 17, 18, ſa d 
x9, 20, &c- nay, he may do all externals incor 
Religion, and have no power of Godlineſs. no\ 
-. Wherefore, 2. We go as far as we can 
tobe facisfied, and therefore inquire a rea-Jin 
> fon of his Faith and Hope, which whentheÞ 
hath fatisfied us in,we can go no further, bticÞ 
= own himfitto become a vitble Member of tl 
=. the Church: And theſe qualifications are-ex-! 
® #- .. preſly laid before us, Rom. 10. 10. The' rea-Þ 
= for of the Faith that is in us is ro be. given {Wt 
E = when required, 1 Per. 3. 15. bereadyro give Wt 
© reaſon of the boye that 15 in you, It is there- 
b. foreof the greateſt weight to give this rea- 
fon toa Church, for their ſatisfaction when: 
+. aSked by it, and we find thdt they that were: 
: = addedto the Church, A#. 2. gave good -e-Jal 
=> Vadence of their Repencanceand Faith in the --- 
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af Lord Jeſus Chriſtas the 


9 effects 'of Per 


Phil. But they were preſently. added-ro 
the Church, they allotted no-time to make 
furcher inſpection into their livesand conver= 
ſations. 0.81 res reg 
Chriſt; There maybe great reaſon for- it, 
for, 1.-It's moſt; probable theſe were all 
known-to be very:devout in the:Jewith Re- 
ligion,-:ſuch-it may. be for converſation, as 
Zerhary and Elizaberh;::and as: Cornelis a 
Proſelyte;; for they were Jews that Hhived at 
a diſtance;:in rematerRegions, that came ux 
conſtantly to: Wortup: Feaſts; anc 
now came'to the Feaſt ON 2+ Pe 
Fer and: the reſt of thetwelve, all: preſided 
fin the Church, who wereextraordinarily in- 
fpired, and- therefore- had! a more infalli- 
le judgment, 'or more-infallible dictates of 
'Wthe Spirit:to direcethem:-in Church -admini- 
Eſtrations, : than ordinary Church Officers: 
Wince have, as appears by many inſtances.in =} 
Khe-matter of Simon Magus, Ananias and Sap= ©. ; 
Whira.\&c. but we are acquainted by the Spt- - © 
rit.. of God how: true ſteps they: made in-re- 
eiving of Members, ;that they: were ſtill x 
Mach as thould be'faved;' we read not of any. +3 
Bfalſe:hearted.of all that-3000, unleſs Ananias - -.; 
Sand Sapphira weteiof that number,- /-/-: tha SY 
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my manic, ge gp pre ing ide Ice 
{.  thathe is 2 Member of Chriſt. h 
' Chriſt, Yes, for 1. Vitble Memberſhip 
of the Catholick Churth, gives right of lain 
to Communion with a particular Vidble 
Church, :a __— of a perſons myſtical uni- 
on to Chriſt, is the true ground of claim 0 
Communion with Chriſt and his People, in 
inſticuced Ordinances: 2. We have noother 
fort of Members but viſible Saints os 
of, asadmitted, in the primutive Apo 
| Rate of the Char es, Rom.1.7.1Cor.1.2 FoIem 
| : Saints and faithful Bre- 
7 Thef: 1. x, Epb. 2..1,2, 
thoſe of the Church of Theſſalonica were in 
God the Father andin Chriſe Feſws. In- Solo- 
ons T expe, all 'the Stones were to by 
fi , before laid, a Type 
CRT and Politick in Viſible 
Church-ftze; the Apoſtle Perer alludes to 
It, I Pet.2.2-3,5. he:ſhews the firſt effects of 
the Word of God's grace:on Converts, and 
then they come to Chriſt the corner-!tone, 
as living ſtones to be builta ſpiritual houſe 
in viſible Communion of the Saints. 2.That a 
Church-Member who ought to be caſt out 
 Wheninis _ to be gg mt ; bur if a 
+= {rreptitiouſly crope in, 8 be made mani fel - S 
” he. 3 ito to have the ae: of God before beg Eyes m5 q 6 


# Befides, it's very neceſlary there ſhould bea 


, 


JF heis to be cal 
"* noc appear to have the 


f 67 RP vo . 

oe hy » Ps, 

os 1 bl ". 
” 


1 # & 7 x F 


a SY, © A. | 5 F FE: © : £2 
54 > og 
P. tt 7/4 ER ” & 


* & +9 
L ly * 
4 of : "_— x 
, w 'Y *. 
- Fg 


= L ay. 3 "Y Y Les 
$8 ”z k : LION O91 FT 
k "> Ws = 15 : ; 5 
% 2a, WG 24 Ea « 2 


0 be caſt oft; theretore; he that dork  **: 

fear of God, is nOt.to 

be admitted a Church-Member. See 1 Cox, 7 
T1, 1+ | | EO: 

: Phil. Your ſtricneſs in this kind keeps off 

many that would otherwiſe joyn themſelves. 

Chriſt. And doth not the holineſs of Goſ- 

pel-Truths as much or more keep off carnal 

and wicked men from. embracing them, as 

they will ſay? but the true reaſon 15 their re- 

bellious hearts bigotted to their beloved ſins. 


bar to-keep off unworthy perſons from ſa- 7 
cred things 3 1t is not meet to give holy things © 
(5. e, ſuch as are peculiar to God's Children) = 
unto Dogs, and ſuch are Church-Priviledges. 
3. We would not willingly debar one; even 
the leaſt Babe in Chriſt, from the appointed . 
Ways and means of Communion with Chriſt, - © 
and therefore do willingly condeſcend ro the 
modeſty and weakneſs of any Age or Sex .-* 
manifeſting a ſpiritual hunger and thirſt ak 
ter the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; if there be a +; 
ground to judge there is truth of grace. in ** 
the heart, it is accepted, and this isordinari- 2 
ly perceived by them that are ſpiritual. _ "0 
Phil. But you will ask hard Queſtions un 
the points of Knowledge. * _ =; MY 
. © Chriſt, No barder chan are asked .in our; ** 
orcainary Carechilms which we teach out. © ©: 
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"26 Of « Parriculer Church, and irs Members. | 

” Children, trying only whether agrown Per: © 

Tor underflands in any competent meaſure 

what he faich, according as Phi/jp dealt with 

the Eunuch. - 

*. + Phil: But this givinga reaſon of the hope 
that is in us, is that which moſt are againſt, 
-andare loath to comply with. 

Chriſt. They that have it not cannot do 
it, -unleſs ſome glozing Hypocrite, that by 
his Education and Parrs hath got much brain- 

knowledge. and can counterfeit any exter- 


”  »-» Aa-parcof Religion. But where this hopeis 
L.. _ you'ufually ſee how ready men are to: ſpeak 
© of the Grace of God to Friend and Neigh- 
>= bour, why not to a Church or irs Officers, 
& - thatmay bring their Relation to the Church? 
= You ſee how naturally in our diſcourſe, but 
= now,youfell into'this; when I took bur oc- F 
F . 

= _cCafion to ask how you came ſo ſuddenly in 
> lJove with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you gave 
= . mea very full account of the Grace of Go 
> towards your Soul. en ES 
te -. Phil. Why. is it-no more than ſuch a poor 
F account as I gave you but now? alas I could 
-  haveſaidagreat deal more concerning Gods 
=> - wonderful gracious dealings with me, bat 
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From = manner as yy men. © 
alas how man honeſt Chriſtians 


exprels themſelyes? but they can tell you” w 


their plain way of ſpeaking, what they were, - 
Drunkards, Lyars, Scoffers, Debauched Az; * 
dulcerers, Blaſphemers, &c. And one will 
fay,God caſt me down under the'ſence of {in, 
by awakening my Conſcience, by ſuch a 
Word or ſuch a Providence, and I began-to' 
think how I was in haſtning co eternal deftryu- 


- tion, he will tell of the great. ſtruglings he- 
had with Satan, the World, andhis Com- 


pany, to hold him faſt'in his finful ways, he 
will cell you what good tidings to-him-:the 
Revelation of the.Free Grace and-Love of; 


God ro Sinners was. And hoiv thereby his: ©. 


Heart was drawn forth to Faich in his blood 
and obedience to all his commands, he will: 
_ tell you the Sermon, and places of Scripture, 
ſomear- leaſt of the moſt remarkable; which 


were made moſt effeual for his Souls/bene- - 


fit and advantage. If chis be all you- ſtand -ap» 


i on.l think none that hath raſred rhatche-Lord 
15-gracious, will makeany ſcruple of it. As - - 7 
- for my own part F could be willing to make - < 3 


it_my' frequent diſcourſe to' any- faichful 


Friend in Chriſt, to declare-co-him, -w AL. Y 


God hath done for my Soul, and, ſhould j% 


By 
"I "_* 


- upon it as the beſt encertainment he c« uld --: * 


Ly SIVE me to hear che like from him... co | 
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= domg ic-to'a Charch of Chriſt, where ſo ma- 
= ny faithful ones labour under the fence of - 
> - their own fins and weakneſſes, as well as 
 @ mans ſelf. 


*Cbri#. I find baſhfalneſs is a great hin- 
drancetomany, in ſome,efpecially Women, 
* It is from their Sex, and the natural, temper 
-, of manyof both Sex ; there is no remedy for 
- chem but to pray againſt it : and for Church 

Officers to deal with them in all Tenderneſs 

and Condeſcention, ſuppoſing (till that there 
" Is much of the Grace of God, and fence of 
- Sininthem, which is not expreſſed by what 
> ſhewsitfelf. Again,others are aſhamed,fome 
E upon this' account, viz. to tell the World 
L- how wicked and vile they have been, others 

” afraid they ſhall be rejected,and that would 
=” beaprear diſgrace to them. As to the firſt 
=. fort, 1 fay, Churches do not ſtand upon this, | 
- thatevery one ſhould particularize the indi- 

. viduzl Sin, that he hath committed, it may 

> ſome of an heinous and enormous nature; 

F iris enough that he ſpecifies the ſence of the 
© » greatneſs of the ſins he lived in,. in- General] 
> unleſShe'finds.it for the honour of God, an 

= the good of others, to declare what a wick- 

' _ edwretchinthis or that kind he hath been, | 

” 7 Which the world and his acquaintance knows : |, 

| | Wl] as he; and iotharreſpeRt it is necely',F” 
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ma , : 
ng faved Ah great notorious fin! hi "Sh 
' known toall, he declares often to theCh 
, | Sand others... Then asto the declaring ow 
* | Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and. in 
| and precious Promiſes there is PA rea4 
y ſhoald be aſhamed of it, unleſs a man + 
be —_ the World ſhould know he is 
_ willing to be ſaved, andnot eternally pexiſh. - 
Rom. 1940, I1.. The Apoſtle anticipates this 
Objection; when he Gith with the Heart:man 
* Believes;»and with the Tongue Confeſſion, "1 
(4e. of that Faith) is made unto Salvation, x4 
it immediately follows, for the Scripture + 
faith, He that believeth on him ſhall not be @> 
- ſhamed, i-e. Toconfe(s with his Mouch what ; 
. be believeth ig his Heart. As for Confeſſion . 4 
' of particular ſecret fins, itis not expeRed by No s 
the Churches,they bavenoſuch cuſtom tore- > 
quire it, but leave it to the wicked practice 
of the Romith Prieſts ia Auricular Confeſſt- | i ? 
ON- 2 


. ..D 4 


5 
wy 


Phil, You haye given very good ſatisfadti- +} 
.on in this point, for I have heard many that =? 
are not acquainted with the way Dur” p L 
Finches object this very Rrenuoully 3 8K © 
OL s took goon chem the pra ice. FL 


ed: V yo wid make Con- : 
- Wm £4 Qhatagern toTreepinro acquaitirance : 
*s "Wp bem in for ctheir'own advantage. 
But I would have/you'anfiwer the other 0 
jection'that many are afraid: they ſhall be re- 
feared, and I will tell you-roo mafy'are loath 
T0 bewray their own'ignorance and - unac- 
- {quaitiredneſs with thethings/'of God. 
Cbirift, As for ſuch; who fear: chey: {hall 
' be rejeRed, - they are of two ſorts::! r.Such 
25 arelifted upin themſelves, andputon Re- 
Jligion more-for the applauſe iof. it'than for 
 ttheloveof it; theſe have not learned Chriſt, 
Yor they know not how todeny themſelves; 
= -andtherefore it's better they ſtay:off than of- 
+» fertherhſelves, till:their Hearts be/enclined 
*toloveChriſt, and -histommands more than 
the applauſe of men: And:theſe have-uſually 1 
one of thele reaſons for'their fears; firſt, Ei-- _ F* - 
Ira that they -havelived-'in ſome known | 
_{aandalons ſins,thar they cannorgive any ſuf- 
© Hoient grounds /to'others,.'to believe, they | 
= havethorowly repented of by a manifeſt Re. Þ 
Wnnco, and {uch had better forbear of- - 
- fering themſelves, till their Friends and Ac- 
is; -quaintance obſerve ſome eyident change in 
= them.- Or it is by reaſon they fear, as you ſay, 
{Bb {hall bewray their Ignorance in the 5 
\/ things .of God; if that bethe reaſon, ic is i 
E  Myeh-pertter for them to diſcover their Ig. -* : 
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', PEAS 4 Day ; Ef 6 . Chitreb: 3 ap ; +r Members. 
bp: 'norance"than ro remain in it, Demg WE Tſts-*> 
quiries upon this account into mens Knoaws= 
| ledge, it is only in the great and" weighty: 
-»' points of the Goſpel, without acquaintance. 2 
' with which a man cannot believeuntoSab- 3 

' vation by Jeſus Chriſt. Beſides what danger. 2 
is there of publick diſgrace ? If the way' of 3 
the Churches be known, no” unprejudiced = 
_ Chriſtian can think there is any, for it a man 2? 
- offer himſelf to joyn to'a particular Congre- 
gation, he 'goeth to the Paſtor or a 6. 
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pretend to be a Church of Chriſt, that doth - 
= mot ſeparate more or leſs? doth not.the pre- 


-”*xended Church of Rowe ſeparate from Turks 
”- andmere Pagans ? doth not our Church of. 


"England ſeparate from Rome ? and why 2 Ei- 
ther becauſe ſome ſay it's nq true Church; ,o- 
thers becauſe it's corrupted in Doctrine and 
Worthip, thongh a true Church, and there- 
by juſtifie their ſeparationfrom it. And may 
not other Churches upon the ſame ground 
ſeparate from the Church of England, either 
becauſe, as fome will fay, it's nota true con- 
ſtitured Goſpel Church, but Aantichriſtian. 
or: becauſe, as others will ſay, they allow 
it-to-be a Church of Chriſt, but polluted in 
Doctrine, Worſhip,.Manners, both as to the 
Miniſtry and People, and therefore to be ſe- + 
parated from, for the enjoyment of a purer -' 


- , Church State and Communion ? Again, the 


Church of Zng/and in her Catechiſm teach- 
eth ſeparation,and ſolemnly vows it, Infants 
- in Baptiſm, Promiſe by the Sureties or Van- 


|. -gers,to forſlake the World,the Fleth,and the 
+» 7 Devil. What is this but ſeparation? And if 


this were practiſed as it is promiſed, the mem- 


I * bers of the Church of England would be: a - 
- — ſeparatepeople. Laſtly there is nothing clear- . 


'-er than thata viſible Church of Chriſt ought 
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: 47 R of bim that hath called 
. into bis marvellous light, but a ſeparate 
2 Holy Nation in a world lying inwickednefs? 
2-people called out of a dark world intomar- 
velloxs light, as the Church of old in Goſhen 
had marvellous light while Egype was in dark- 
neſs, 'and the praiſes of Chriſt thus ſeparating 
chemſelves,they ſhew forth in the Churches. 
And what can be oppoſed with. any evi- 
dence againſt that plain and full place to this 
purpoſe ? 2 Cor: 6. I4- be n10t unequally-yoak- 
ed together with unbelievers, ver. 15. what 
part hath he that belzeveth with an unbeliever ? 
;. ce. 4 Vidible unbeliever ; it ought not tobe * 

- rendered an Infidel,as if one ſort of unbelie- 

- ver only was meant, for it's the ſame Word 
every whereelſe, and v. 14. rendred unbe- 
liever ; but our Engliſh Divanes render the 
word Infidel,infinuating that none bur Turks - 

- and Pagans were to be underſtood by «his* 
on Abe we are required to ſeparate from: 
F. Butte 
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JF all vifible Unbelievers. The Templeof Godin 3 
F# the Goſpel Church, the fellowthip is Church - *# 
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F - fellowſhip, therefore he bids us: come ont 
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#-- from among Unbelievers, and from all falſe ? 


© - thispoin Fong ck ow pay be Gig. : 
1 Phil. You have fully confirmed me in this |] 


=> I pray tell me whether there be any 
co. nw actual believers that are Church: 


a ode 3 od _ 


a 


— All Church members come in up- 
on the right of a Viſible Profefſion, bur it © 
flo ows not thence that all Charch-members 
are actual believers; for many Hypocrires | | 
come in upon the right of Profeſſion,bur are 
' not actual believers. Again,[nfants and Chil- 
dren of believing Lareats come into Church- 
es, and are b uſtly made and called members 
uponthe right of Profeſſion; bur ir is of their 
- Parents, not of their own Perſonal Profefſi- 
on, neither are they actral Believers ; their 
Profeſſion is in the Parents, their Covenant 
Obligation is-1n the Parents, the Priviledges 
they are capeble of is belonging ito them 
> by vittus of 2 Promiſe, wherein they are - 
3 "concerned with their Parents, and primarily 
6 ; tor the Confirmation of the Parents Faith, 
and ſecondarily in order to: the Salvation of 4 
- their Children, Buta liccle more of this when | 
> TI come to Baptiſm, 
Pb. I pray Sir, proceed then to ſpeak'to Þ. 
PE the Vitible bond whereby this Church $o- & 
©  Fiety is hound together. ] q 
2» drip. | hinted before that Churchesaredes MW 
* nominated from their boadof gow. a5 þ i n " 


= to future walking. 3. As no man.can'bea- ae 
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T. of « Particuter Chir, nnd tt AN 
_ their Communion; from Myſtical Unionand 3 
' Communion, the Church-is called Inviſible, * 
from Viſible Union and Communion it is © -: 


" 


that Churches are called Viſible. It's thas in 
any civil Corporation and Sociery,every man 


doth'not come and partake of the Priviledges 


of it at his pleaſure, and leave -1t when he 
pleaſe, no not every one of ſuch a Profeſſion 
qualified according to the Laws of the Socie- 
ty, none but ſuch as being qualified comes 
and lays'claim to his admiflion on his qual. 
fications wherein to beapproved he purs him- 
ſelf upon the Teſt, being approved he im- 
mediartely etiters into a mutual bond or ob- 


ligation, he promiſeth by Oath or otherwiſe 


to ſubmit to the Laws of the Society, they 
admit him a member to partake of all the 
Priviledges.So it isin Viſible Churches which - 
are ſo many particular Societies that havegiy= 


enup themſelves to Chriſt, and bound thems- | : 


ſelves to walk together in a viſible ſubmiſſt. 


onto,&: conſtant. waiting upon Jeſus Chriſtin- 7 
all his Goſpel Inſtitutions and. Appointments,” = 
and it's requiſite this obligation, be explicitey 

Fry The Church Society is viſible: *** 


becaule, 
and explicite, ſuch therefore muſt the bond 


4X 


be. 2. The Profeſſion of his Faith is expli=*"X 


& cite, ſuch therefore ſhould his obligation be. 
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"nntary-conſent, with, 4 he ates 
oa S &r him oo L none is governable there by 
- he Laws of i it, without ſuchan obligation, 


wholly precarious ; fora-man cannot be 
Pl wy. ON uely (unleſs a man bea ſlave and 
under compulſion) to any ſociety but by na-- 
tural (as a Child to a Family) or voluntary 
ſubmiſſion and obligation, as here. 1+ All ſo- 
- cietics of this nature do juſtly expect and 
- demand thar a Manbe true to them, and 
> Aubmit to their Laws, if he will have pro- 
tection,and partake of their Priviledges. 
Phil. But they ſay you have no Scripture 
grounds for this Bond or Church Covenant 
as ſome call it. 
Chriſt. It might be enough to ſay, that a 
tiety-.muſt he encreafed the ſame way, as . 
- -* it 4$:made at firſt, and chat after Members 
E . muſt. bejoyned upon the ſame terms, on 
HK which! o: fir embodied and afſociated to- 


LS” Are Members, and cable of being ge 
ED x its io. It is ax my, meet and ag! 


d otherwiſe the Government of it would | 


be | led "ding to the Lord, SO 2 peo ole = A 
id | joyn themſelves:to Chriſt in Church iollam. ; 
2--| thip; and(ſo the firſt gels for the Church 3 
y || at Antioch is expreſled, for A#. 11. 19. fome + 
»- | ſcattered upon the perſecution by Saxl, men © 
d | of Cyprus and Cyrene, I doubt not but Pro- | 
d on infpired at Pentecoſt, Preached to: the -* 
- | Grecian Jews the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, v. 13 
20D. and the hand of the Lord was with them, oh 


and a great number turned unto the Lord, v.21, 


- | Uponthetidings of this ſucceſsBarnabas was | 

' ſent How Feruſalem, who was a good man 
| and full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Faith. * 
And muchPeople were added to theLord,i e.they þ 


4# by mutual conſent,. gaveup themſelves unto *s 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they turned to the” 
the Lord by Repentance, by the Preach 

. of theſe firſt comers.But now the Spirit bg 
us the ſucceſs of Barnabas his coming, andig- 
was upon his exhortation of them thereto © Þ 2 

v.23. and when he was come and {aw th P 

* - Graceof God, (which had prevail *d uno cc I IX bo. = 

& verſion): he rejoyced, and exhorts them all.w a 

$. fall purpoſe of Heart [. with fincerity- a _ IS 
'Þ reſolution | err Tv wen, ro joyn themſclhueg* * © 

Z for fv aw anro rhe Lord, in Chancky ellow-.- 
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= ſhip, afterward when Pa/ comes, v.26; he | 
+ finds-them a Church, andas ſuchabides a- 
=” -mong them for an whole year, for it's /aid 
: Paul and Barnabas aſſembled themſelves with 
” the Church, 417) 1M Preaching to a great © 
; weltitude,rnany of which were not yet ofthe 
F _ Church, and thar this adding or joyning to 
” :-> the Lord is entring into the Church obliga- 
tion, is manifeſt alſo from A#. 5. where it 
appears upon the ſignal Judgments, that A- 
narias and Sapphira fell under, v.13. of the 
reſt ſuch Hypocrites as they, none durſt joyn 
themſelves; the word is #92 3z Genifving 
to &ment co: dre _ a Body, - ag: for 
yoyring to the Church of Feruſalem, . 9. 26, 
and : Cor. 6, 17. 1n the Lows (ence. And 


* 


tam py bh wed wy TA AM AS mee A ee ee A NL... LI LG 


M__ 


7 
FR 40 


*$2Y BEN D 4 
BG Rr 
- CE ts IR; > 
FEES, 
by Fas - A. 
-p 5 


Ty - ">. 
rag = 


ho =H 


Þ-\.4 
4 = 


Fs” , FEES ” CES, 
+ 5M , . v 
- ++. £00 
4 v4.45 " 
<a 
hf >: - » 


+ Ip 8 


* a $ 


. "x wt 2nd = Ab. 
$8 Ear bd FR "_ c 
ESE 2 þ” SE b os A 
F* vt Fi © HI 2 
bet 
| "od s: 
x . " 


WOE . Y 
"te 7 8 >a 
nd 3 : NG KI; 

© Ms. SY 
: 


F: 


RS. - #09 


»,*7 


way of conference b! 
evince this Truth pa 
p, 


* 
: - 
by 


maintaining 4 viſible Church,” from the be- 
ginning : to look-back but as far as Abraham, 
how he, and his family, and his:ſeed-became 
a Viſible Church, it was by explicite-obliga- 
tions, and-overt acts in binding them by Sa- 
crifice. I might mentczon the ſeveral exprels 


time to time;in ſes time at ar ons 
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- - mation of theJews ſhould bring them'u 
Exe. 20.37. of which the Prophet Jerems- 
E' ab, chap. 50. 4, 5,6. and Zech. 2,10, 11. I 
”. refer-you-in this matter to that clear dif- 
courſe that the Learned Mr.J.Corron, hath up- 
en this ſubject in his way.of the Churches of 
NE. + keg: where you may re- 
ceive full ſatisfaction in this point, if what I 
have briefly ſpoken be not enough. You may 
read -alſo.Mr. J. Davenport's power of | Con- 
gregational Churches his anſwer to Mr.]. Pa- 
get, where he ſhews pag. 27- that this Coye- 
- nant obligation, is the formal cauſe of a 
Church, and theweth che nature, and evin- 
ceth the neceſſity of it to:a Churches, being; 
2s likewiſe Mr. Hookers ſurvey, chap. 4+ 
, $486 45 + : | 
-::;;Phul. Sir, I thank you for diſcovering theſe 
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”- them(elves;' ic may; 
TI Church: qriviledges, wikprar] capes vm of 
if wy oy power>for. pac gn 
adminiftged-towards them-2: Tliey argue 
of Pom all Cor Soetetiee of : that nature;:-fnd 
T Fa rt It > nr 2 formal bein 
withourmuro ;agreement,: 
Yy | there is pert mg al Church 
N-| Members ſtand in:©neto another, p- wed 
*- | them to their Officers, and their Offi 
| chemahd: wa Sora ure ens o 
aj theſe _ be performed,.or will aot wi 
5 outmutualconſencand —_— 3+ They 
5 | argue from all the Metaphors -whereby! a 
+ | Qhurchissdcfcribeda;Houſe and: Temple,is 
and: pjn'd itogeoher; 2 natugal; 
* hathallche Meinbas knictogether byjouats 
and-bands,it's repreſentedas a Cy:compats 


come enfranchiſed, :but this way+:and 
ner: i4:\:Iti's no reaſonany thould- od gh 


| ptiviledges of aSocietywi out they-be fb-. - : 


e 
y 
- Ren, 11,2: Epb. 2. 19: andvhatCity! 
g 
S 
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' je& 20: the :orders and: irales of walking 2 
S 5: 4 thisbe not; has dechbork may: ama. ny 
E our;asehey pleaſe, ; wichout 0 7 "2 2" 'F 
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as a Memd DN wat areleaig —_ 

y depart.” 6: [Laſtly *the practice of. the | 
Primicive-Churches ſeems very clear,ashath 

| been touched, bur: 5 þ omg t had not been | x 

&o clearly exprefſed-I know norbut ifGod | 1 

*nſtirutes'aSociety or other thing, what ever | | 

, 

| 

| 


| 
&: 
f 


isneceſirily required to the very nature & 
eſſenceof-the thing without which ic would 
Anevitably- be deſtroyed; ought to be done, 
the '-general.rule: in-luch-caſes ought: to: lead 
3s*to-the practiceof duty inall thoſe parti- 
culars, that- muſt neceſlarily attend- obedi- 
ehce” thereunto. --:: 
*Phil. But ifthis bond of viſible obligation 
beithe formal Cauſeofa Church, then there 
is no true: Churches but : ſach where 1 it 153 
which ſeems to be hard. 
' Chriſte. How far-the Lord Jefis Chriſt 
- will own a people proteſling them(elves a 
 Charch; and un far. hg will diſpenſe with ' 
b _ failures and defects in matter of order, 
E\ - efpecially while it hath been in che Antichri- 
: — i Wildernek, he: himſelf only knows. | 
© - *, Much hath been done by Chriſt undoubted- 'Þ 
I * Jy inthelaccer times of that great Apoſtacyin | 
Þ days of Reformation, and that he hath 
. had his ene Churches-all: along, it's. not ba be + 
þ - qqueſtianed, bur that for. the moſt part 2 L 
A TY = Nan | nm—— A viſible organic a 
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Pollutions ps) —__ Inventions, _ "il 
not deny but there. may have of 
though not right regulated Church-of Chriſt 
without this expreſs and folemn obbganien, | 
it is implicit,and ſach as s:to be ſu 

intended by their practice,”1natten Gogand 
conſtant waiting upon God in all theOrdi- 


' nancesof his appointment, in one aſſembly 


or congregation, eſpecially in that great Or- 
dinance of Communionin che Lords! Supper, 
wherein 'they feal their-union in one 


TICor,10 17. Andundoubtedly a people charis 


congregated having explicitely choſen their 


Paſtor, or implicitely ſubjected to him; and 


received this Sacred Ordinance : from --his 


- hands,are bound to abide,as a ſociety mutual- 


ly related one toanother,in/ conſtant and fre- 
quentCommunion by the nature of the Ord 
nance it ſe]f. But the coming ofa Churchithus 
together, 1. Is farſhort of the order of the 


Goſpel. 2. The generality of commmunicantg * s 


of this ſort, do not apprehend themſelves 


hereby bound to one: Congregation more. 4 4 


than another, and their Miniſters look 'no! 
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char: *their- Chinghes | 
fimes;/-and -but for -4' while, doving-rheir 
\_  pledfire co adminiſter co them.” 3.:$uch a 


ck'ro takecharge of. Sb 


if a. 
Ggning [are occafionaE:moſt 


weave 1shet at allgovernable,though 


- bs':tO priviledees,” ſoxcalled, they take and 
leave'ss they pleaſe;) yec for their difordets; 


milcartiages and fahs, they rhink: chemfelves 
nor accountable ke rr 'Andfo'lhableco no 
cenfure,”and' therefore :choogh we - would 
go as far as poſſible in allowing''the: Right 
Handof fellowthip,'co-pr p Proceſtaat 
Congregations; yelwEcannotido'to all: 
miſfcuouly 
judgment 4 diſcretion therem, '{o as we be 


.  clrefulwedonot "oor practices-in this and - ' 
' other'caſes, nullifiyithe appoinced brder/iof | 
cwr Lord Jefus Chriſt,and pollate our Com- | 


rmanigns. 


* plesk firſt efitring into a Church State ? 


them; in. /E. and other places, "who have 


us 
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athini ramen. to as many; people 
ine: Preach hers there; withourde- 


; bur way undoubredly- uſe thie - 


Phil. 1 pray What" is the manner of a 'Peo- : I 


Chrift. I witlreltyou the ufual manner of | | 
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Arte _ ano rg wearing 10-. © 
ny drive. naar qaiavirng; am. NE: 2 
bo weighty matter, eping. - 
2 r__ ; ar it, and acquaint Churches with it, © - 
that their Paſtors or Me ; or aS many” 
of orher Churches as pleaſe may be-preſent —__ ? 
at the time. After ſpending ſome part. ofthe 2 
.day in fuch folemn duties, . as concern the - * 
matter in Hand,the do-declare the dealings 
of God with their Souls one after another, 
then or before,one being choſen bythe comn- 
ſent of all to- preſide fr order ſake this day, 
it may be fome Brother upon'whonr they 
have their Eye for aPaſtor, he thendeclares 
in the namie of all-there now intending toa{- 
ſociate, naming each of: them, (at 4» Y 
=- are ſtanding) the ſpeaker addreſſing him+« 
ſelf ro the Paſtors and Meſſengers of 'other 
| Churches preſent; after thisorithelike man- . 
| ner:Brethren;you'are Witneſſes of cthapgreat 
- and ſolemn obligation' that we are' entring : 
' into; that we may have a name'and a 2 
wiehi arty Lol: the tr 4 5 
gether with you, and may have but the» 
nour-to: be reckoned one of thie- leaſt'-of 
. L the Tribes of Iſrael. Wet wee here wpore 
| 5 - Mihure confederation, and chearfully, do gh ok $0 
"at ces Children) to the Lord Fe 64 anth 
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to allti 


> frextationsof Chriſt inthe Goſpel, and continue fted- 
E - © faftly-infobowſhip one with another,to theGlory of 
- HFymthat bath called us, and our mutnal comfort 
and edifications: and-do accordingly receive each * | * 


other 1n::the, Lord, and cleave to each other- in id 1 


6 Commands and:In” 


* Brotherly love and mutual ſubjettion according 
r0. God. Theſe words, whether more: or- 
leſs to the: fame purpoſe,may be uſed only.co I 
declare their profeſſed ſubjeftion "to the. Go- |} | 
ſpel- of Chriſt in Faith and. Order,  Accord- | 1 
ingly one of the Paſtors-or Brethren of other | 

-burches, ſtands up-in the name of the reſt | 
of the Brethren of other Churches there pte- | 
ſent, and declares their joyfulneſs and glad- 
| . neſsof Heart 20 N their Faith and Order,and : 
E . accordingly doth reach-out unto- them the 
- Right Hand of Fellowſbip, with holy-wiſhes: |. 

and deſtresthat-as their Foundation is laid in Þ 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, ſothey maybe Edified inhim, Þ 

walking #2 the fear of the Lord, and inthetom- 
forts af -the- Holy G yy ow be multiplied, Yee 

Cotton's way tothe. ſame purpoſe, --- - - 
Ph, Sure this practice looks very much- 
# as becomes the Goſpelof our Lord- Jeſus 
E. Chriſt Butwhats the next thing ro be done? 
E. + Chriſt, Now the .next thing.is to Orga- 
+” ne this Body with Officers, in order to.due. 2 

S {tration of Qrdinances; ' 1, + {i Þ 
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Chap. I. Of Church Officers, . © 


_- Phil: FAVE they power within had 
[ ſelves to chooſe their Officers ?_. 
Chriſe. They muſt undoubtedly have, the. Y 
nature of the ſociety is ſuch. chat they fauſt. _ I 
have it, for they aſſociate not .them(elyes, ; 
by:the Command or Power of Man, bur o 
the Lord. Jeſus. If none. hath power oy 
| them but the Lord Jeſus alone,. none” 
| himſelf by their own free act,. cat nor Wy 
2 Paſtor over them, 2. The power of chu- 
L their Officers, is one of tae ſubordinate 
for which they. do. affociate, becauſe, 
$ they will not-be-impoſed upon in this _ 
F* 3. This power naturally. grows up with, and; - 2 
$ is infepar wok from all free ſocieties pathered £5 
by mutual conſent,unleſs they; be limited by 3 
their Charter in this kind, or be 10 falfe to; 
themſelves and ſucceflors,to give away cheir 
Priviledges, as many. have done to: Anh, 
chriſtian and Uſurping Powers.. 4. Thus you; 
F - ſee Officers were choſen by ' common far 8 
| L | frage 48, 1.23. ch. 6, A&#.14. 23. itſhout PX Be 
| beread, that when they had conſticutedEld; d "EN 6. 
er EY common ſuffrage, char 0p. FE 
T2an ae ha es Sth 0 that it #350 «3th 
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M ” eat way. The Apoſt or "Heir bRinares $. 
= oneor AE MEN BE preſent to. encourage 
- or dire&,biit. the Þ em we by-choice. 

Phil. Doth their Power rexch to call 
- whom they will into Office ? 

Ehriſe. 1. Sos he be quilified for them, 
andthe Office they call him to,/ as the Holy® 
Ghoſt requires, they are to be very obſer- 
vant of the rule of the Goſpel, foe that is 
their Charter, by which they alſociate, and: 
vy which they,do.a&. 2. They are hereby 

nited to chufe; men out from among them- 
es, AGE 6. * 
Phil. But what: if as yet they have none F- 
daly qualifies among'themſelves. S 

- Chriſe. They pa. then invite alified 
men,chat can be File C rom oth ches, 

” with the leaveof the Church or Churches: 
3} Wit whence they invite or call them. * F 
-—”- . Pbil. Doth fuch an invitation as call 'of + 
” one that is a Member of another Church, or F 
=» 3, (ipod to any Church make an Offi- © | 

"* r - 

- Chriſt. No, it is but in order to the mak- 

: ing ſuch an'one an Officer, for he muſt be in- 

Þ.., corporated as a Member before he'can be+ 
Eu en and conſtitured an Officer." Ir is ſo in. 
ko "Ea ſocieties of the like nature,an Office -; 

; Power and | ths los Samy 0. , 


oh "uikbhes comero i Seay or uh whatis 1 
| ble How many mays ths a uſfcient itn 
| ber: ro "begitz a Church Soctery ? forme : 
two/ of three agreeing m4his kind 'is'a” 
=  ficiennguenber;- from Mar. 18. 19,26.» : . .Þ 
Chip: They miſunderſtand the phcewho "A 
ſay ſo;:f6r'the two or three there maybe * I 
undeftood of Women as well as Men, and - 
are capable of perfortning the Daries' Which : 
our: Saviour there intends. But the! Holy Fl 
Gho Allows them no Office, unleſs:of = = 
_ coneſles,” no' ruling Office or Power $ ff 
4#- frage in "Election ; and therefore if-/all of 
-|- them be ſuch, or bur two or one; they can- 
not cotiſtitute a Chutch forthe | ends Chet | 
\ harch 4ppoinred ic. If phin the words'of onr - 
#F - Saviout they are only to encourages Church 
I Duty, and the regular- gradual proceedit 
+ thereih,” in caſe of privare offences Ting + 
| between Brother and Brorher. Atid-$t —Y 
$ ferh hisPreſence with:And Bleſfing oem 4 R | 
$ ſmalleſt humber char afe formd, to" TY 5 
F themſelves in agreement ro perform avy du=.. 
4 - thy. of them in their capatirits" for: 
\ the Honour of Chriſt, and in chis cafe: f0 F al 
| "'S the ITN of a fallen Brochagy RE Cope $8 
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diſcretion muſt be our guide of 
Lone a number as is conſiſtent with the © 
Nature of the thing, the greater, the better. _© 
And that we begin nat a Church with fo | B 
ſmall a,number as may render the. inſtituti- | © 
- on of Chriſt abſurd, and his Obedience un- | ?: 


- . * tohiscommands therein impradticable.. | & 
2 Phil, 1. perceive then you allow not or Hh 
A men any power in the Church, they ar ; 
=, * members and incorporated in the ſame body j E 
= by mutual obligation: to Communion: with ; 
p hren, why have they not equal pow- 
-_ er with them? _ - 
\Chrif. Women. are members, and very | 
uſeful: and profitable 'many ways, in: their 


B.- probe Gifts ; and capable of performing 

-.- any .admonition berween one another accor- 
_ ding-to. 44ar. 18. for it belongs to mutual + 
- Hoes equired of all members indefinitely. 
I Bax our Lo JeſusChriſt hath-excluded them 
' froma I acts that are not fuitable to their Sex 

- . inreſpe&tof Modeſty, andthe ſtate of Sub- 
" jeation that theyplaced into the man.1, They: 
þ _ are not Miniſterially to teach nor- ſpeak au- 
3 Sn rondg £ I Cor. 14. 34. Let your Women 
oe & fplence, ;oly its not permitted tothem to ES 
_ Er er obedience. Not but there may 
© + beo n fora Woman to {pt ak i in pay of k. 
y a L tggh in Quef # 
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" giving a reaſon. of her'Faith when asked; in 
caſe of offence to anſwer for her ſelf,if accq= .. © 
ſed, or to. witneſs for-or againſt another. 
But to do any miniſterial act in teaching,or 
to ſpeak in the. management of any, act of 
power. or judicial proceeding, it belongs to 
/ the men, and not the women. 2. They may 

' not exert any; power of the keys, ſo much as 
by publick giving their ſuffrage or vote, for 
this reaſon, | Tim, 32.24 ſuffer ,a0t 4 Wo- 


4 — 30 
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S S= rn rs ry ena ng 
gs FREY aith £ no at- | 
””  qhenrick Power, 5.e. Juſt and belonging ro | 
" them, neither ſhall exerciſe any regular yin 
the ( arch of -Chriſt-- 

' Phil. Tam ſatisfied tharGod never intend- 
ed any ruling Power to Women in any'So- 
cieties, bur'in 'Bamilies over Children” and 
Servants,and thereinot over their:Husbands, 
therefore not a decifive ſupream Power; un- 
_Tef6 Providence remove their Husbands. Bur 
'xf 'rhey' ſhoold have'an equal ſuffrage | with - 
men in'civil or ecclefiaſtick Sacieries, they 
muſt certainly then have-exercife of Power 
over the = . far as they carry their ſhare 
in'the Majority. - Bur T confeſs it ſeems:ofd 
_ that memb dof the ſame Body-cach:chal- 
Jenging an equal memberſhip, ſhould not 
_ taye all che' ſame power? 

- Chriſt. There is nothing abſurd initar all, 
| becatſe Chriſthath ſo appoinced, and if we 
took but inro natural Bodies, to which the 
Church is compared, for there are: ſome 
'members that are ruling as the Head, fo:the 
 Hcalties of the Brain and Soul,” and-ochers 
are ruled, as T , Hands, Feet? and the 


Whole Body © con cats to it, andeachof chem 
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Heac id; ; ſoit is in Bodies Politick. i: 
Pbi "34a Sirwhere coponghoeh hurct nh 


entruſted with it, as an-affociated-or em © 4 
bodied company of Believers, for the key -/ 
of yp Ss yen. to Perer _— the 


on which. by ——_ agreement of it's 
members gives it ſelf a heing; will notideny 
it {elf that pore and aber! "ng n- 
+ gducetoit's well being;or integral perfeRti 
| ſuch is a Body Politick, prac Ly Churgh, 
of Chriſt... 3: A Church conſidered only-m 
it's memberthip is the firſt ſubject of Cheſs . 
power for the exerciſe of it; becauſe. 
can-.immediately after: they are aſlocian 
(before they haveccholen an wo 
& .., more members, they can alſo 
E,l nd I agg 2. corru .nember J 
F I JEIT : , for all wich; locieries hang 
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_ ot power of ant Tg: Ges andof | 
» - purging chem(ſelves. 4. An aſlociated or'in- 
C. ' corporate Body not yet organized;hath pow- 
*  erto conſult it's beze' efſe and: make itſelf an 
i: 2; Wnregrum Organizatum, 4 Bocy furniſhed witch 
- - Officers as well as Members, and therefore 
| an confer Office Power, where there was 
none before; now there is Power in that bo- 
dy.:whatever it'is that doth confer ' Office, 
Power. 5: If there were not a'Power- in 
* the Church asa Body Politick, it would be* | þ 
2» Five ly deveſted: of it,” whenever i it werede- | & 
— of it's Officers by Death as it. often | 
> IC E bur it is;not becauſe 1 it can proceed to a- | x 
=  nother choice. n 
> Phil. 1] pray Sir, what kind of Power is 
this? is it legi{lative or executive,and where 
dottyiclye, that I may know what you un- 
derftand by the: Keys ? 
-1;Cbrsft. Chrift-is Che only Legiſlator, and 
.inthat reſpe& his, revealed will is the Key 
\of !David,/ who'openeth and no man ſhuts, © ; 
nd ſhurs and no man-opens. - And in thisre- . 
. Fpecthe doth not communicate his power, 
"but in-reſpe& of execution he doth deligate 
= Power to Churches and Officers toactin 
& Name. And'this is no other than a deci- 
e Power. exerted in the Church, accord- - 
p to. dhe rule-char; Chriſt hath: 12 agf __ «1 


4 0 
IEHY % $f ar. 


Wk 
Dt” 4 - x 4 
4.4 
<3 4 alwa UP 
-. 2 
* + w4 $” hy % 
COOIES, + z & 
ers a 
: 5 A $ EF 


flows) This decifive power ronka in open= - 
ing" and ſhutting the doors of- chis t ritua 
hols; and I call irthe-key of Government 
for fuch-is the nature-of a Key to'open an 
- ſhub#? door .;*now-this key of decifive POW». 0 
er-15 the-unanimous ſuffrage of the brotherx-' __ 
hood; or-where.that/cannot be had, itmuſt 3 
' | be the Majority,” 6r elſe there could be nd. 4 
_ end of fome differences in {\uch Societies. = 
"Phil: Then the- keys being” this deciſive! 3 
- power; and lying=in-'the fracerniry, there: , 
needs no' Officers at all. . 
Chriſt. Tris one'thing tobe 1 key de 
nother to have vthe'management*of a; 'K 
Chriſt gave Peterithe key, bur did eG, "0 
 himthe key as Church Officer, any other-' 
| wiſe than as an Apoſtle, and as:other Apo- 
 ſtles were, who had all decifive Chorch- 5M 
F. power-inthemſelves,'ro exertas occaſj ure. 2M 
F p== bur for: hy ing Pars ay'6c by ts 
# che management:of t rch Key 3 as Pe: © 
 rer an the choice of Aarthias, AR. I. and of: Sl 
F Deacans, AF. 6; and\ Pant in caſting our. * 4 
Tt CS ane Perſon. 1 he 
"Phil. A key is 2. dead thing, 'anid.can 70 7 
Lopen. or har ſoar Ko hong hand to manage it. 


deydon ara act in; r 0's ph 4 min- 

7 being:a8 yet uncapable for 
"_ Bur briſt _ inſtieuced Ofhcers, in 
 his:Charch for the more arderly and come- 
ly management of the keys;. they- are jipon 
the Terms-of-congregating | bound+ alſo: to 
choole them Officers ok js ip moi to: 
whoſe prudent: care and watch, themanage- 
. went of the:decifive powers committed by 
Jeſos ny Few the: Rp the iow: | 
Church:doth, ctibemſelves inthe Lord. 

Phil, EK -_ y,0aw:give up their pow-. 
er to. the Paſtor'they ca and-the :deci- 

' five power: corp no; longer in tem bc 
they are divelted of it. - 

Chriſt; It; is: one thingvobat. a people - = 
de fatto, and; another; whatithey may do: «de: 
* zwre. It 15 r00\ true that-through poppe ? 
' » beingampoſed upon by men; of name, many: 
Churches, giveaway: their:Power, ar ſuf-- 
feric co be wreſted from them-by: OY 

oy Ol erh, ſuch.as ws who 6:08 bethe. , 

Eby b pnorn O be. 


eaſtof the minority;which is alins - _ 
| ED or 4 few at'moſt;>2. They:cannot . 
eveſt themſelves without deſtroying the ues 
formal nature of rhe Society; for as'theis 
' Zh being ariſerhbycommonconſent,ſo their 
continued ating muſt-bes 3X they givenp 
thisþower; they part with-their freedom, 
_ andiare'at-the mercy. of one-man, and:they 
ſet up an Arbitrary Government. 4. Th 
carinot exerciſe that power which they have 
- . given ups and then in cafe of:Male- __ 
.. - Rration;who'thallſay tro-4rcl Ki take heed 
ro thy” Miniſtry: that thou fulfil it, &c: for 
it Tay” fo:fall' our that 'a Church tnay ror 
reaſon/ to 'deal-with an Officer, and-to ex- 
- communicate him from his Office Relation 
E and Memberthip too. 5: What a conditions 
t fach 4 Churchin char doch: ſo? Forif a Pa- 7 
* ſtor. or ruling Elder witl be corrupe, how - ' - * 


K& many il} members, at leaſt ſuch as are offen- + 
4 fiveco the Church miy he rake-in, and how '+ 3 
3 many good'may he caſt out,as thigh "3 
1 ” 3 Johng. 6 ; What Chriſtharkane 
= ther none ſhould ſeparate; oa Chriſt hath. - Z 
| conjoned © Office: Power: _ ' the Church 2; 
The Officers are for che-due,orderly,” 4 
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I : "Chr I oy Power, to 2{ 
— Onrchbuck Ph 5 is edwminafiration to 
| edification andadvancage, and in obedience 


--unto I Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and ſubordination 

. -untohim.Andſofar as they areentruſted and 

-- authorized by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the. 

” - Members aretoubey and ſubmit themlelyes 

unto them, Heb. 13.17. | 
--Phit. You ſeem: to give away all he pow-4 . 
erfrom the Officers to the People, and make | | 

the Officers: inſignificant: 

"Chriſt." I fay:the power is wholly in the 
People before there is Officers, and when 
there is Officers they have notgiven away 
their power;but retain-it in conjunction with 
theirOfficers,I mean as to the decifive pow- 
er; or Lis? for-Jetting in and out,'it is the Of- : 

Brethren. Though the authorita- 
tive management of Church rule,-as to de-. 
clarationof the mind of Chriſt, the pruden- | 
F--* tial ordering -matters, and preſiding in- all } - 
+ - caſes belongs to Officers. The management Þ - 
| » of ourciyilrights in England, is a great illu- | 
2 ration:ilithis caſe. We chuſe-ro be judged } 
-:by our Pin matcers of Life and Eſtate, & } 
as" 'to matrer of fact the Juty ; adjudges, thy gg 5 {3 
Be Lager power is committed to them, andy 

+ = the Judge doch but probe mn the Court, at 
- teethacall things be legally and ſont 


4 I 


- 
— 


Sharches;. the 


pogromeg inaChurch pace to: x wh nature 


of that Conſtjzution, as a Judge or 2 Mayr 
hath that -fits on the Bench to hear and: 
-termine civil concerns. |: 

Phil. Y on have greatly farizfied me no 


_ chat: as: our Conſtitutions: the beſt ; '1n the 


World (were it not abuſed) for judging) ci-' 
vil concerns, fo I believe fuch a Conftitation 
.of a Church,. _— needs-be the freeſt:from 


exception. For't./ A people cannot be offeri- 
- dedar:fuch: a judgment as 1s paſſed by-thertt. . 
' ſelves; for |-who -would-a- Member'gf any 
Society be freer = be: tryed by; that his 
Peers? And the Apoſtle-blames the Gori 
thians:for- ſeeking -d iccifion in donbirfalcaſes - 
of civil: matters,out-of theChurch;1.Gora6:2,. 
2 Andes To Church-Officers, '1Ithink-the © 
moſt judigiqus would-not:defre-anabſolute 
enanthe o Jabie 0 TED. 


-powerintk 


# 


fs: d matter of Fatt, b y"the judgment 
: ry wan orc 235 a Churchof Chriſt 
">> Pld Bur ccdimryGliridians are to :foek 
'1n-many great and weighty -matters:of Faich 
H$&Qrder, cannot:derermine- where ithe - 
——_ i , i mueer ge Divines to Judge. 
12 C tween matter of 
Fa&;and- matter of Law,” The Charthes de- 
caſon is-of matter of Fact,as to matter ofthe 
; os once: ava and will of Chriſtrs che 
Paſtor, or Elders place to inform them, :and 
whehey zrenot Tatisfied therewith; 'it maybe 


earred! none adviſe upon with" ocher 
£9} PAii' tavelirds farther noobjecbennalt 
mocly of Order which Fact. 


Hoyned uo NG Wo. 
ronly; 
aaatdra iy oa dierh, 


Of in cir totier rome 4 


1h, of to the Company iteſelf __ het 5'ttiade 
" a Member? Officers are changrabeitherbiy | 
Ie / 


| the fundutmentalCor ſtitution of the Soc q 
1e | or by Deaths; Re were ſo; "then all © 
e- | Churches were difſ the Death Gf I 


none o cette 
- j 1nto 4 ies, 

e 1 ly: Chr _ cher mve up- — 
e j. to Chrift,' an grepation: t- 
d | ſelves'anderthe Office vech p61 oh watch 
- 

r 


of each Memtiber ire admitted by the co 

mon ſaffage of the'Charch, therefore Tas 
ings 2s theſe are-but ſine of the" Wilks 

Tg _ which tea ne 

mbers thakea'o 

the Yak of: "Chwild 

eale”'falls outta he de: 
YEpower of th 

herd ory the''t 


; ternity, or hy Elders and os div ©. 1 
into2 Me "on and —_ part, wr wk 
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pete cein the Cnches, A&ashe is not fir 
to-continue for the/Peace and: Order: of the 
Charch, ſo he may'peaceably-depdre;at::the 
ſamedoor he came;inat,: to  anqther! Eburch | 
by an expre(s diſmiſſion.”! 
Phil; What if he will- not rack fach x-diſ- 

' miſſion, but withdraw: from Communion, -: 
and reject it in a-kind of defiance,” and con- 
tinue incorrigible therein?-: - - 
, Chriſt. Such anoneought.to bedealt with- 
in form and manner-as:in ſome; ſcandalous 
fin of another nature,forſuch anoneisherein 
ſcandalous. Beſides,he i &-incorrigh ible, where- 

upon theChurch is to proceed 2000S, im-as 
ſuch an one, he appearipg to othersbutaman 
of Belial which isan uggovertiable perſon,for | 
ſo the Spiric ſpeaks; 2 Cor-6,-15-:\ hat fel- 


IF; 
JonſhiphachCbiſt wh: Belialt uit; 8: avtIels | 
.per{on that is not fit or anySociety;:! eſpeei- , 
Me of - the Church, he will not bear- the * 
oke of Chriſts Government... DORITT® cc . 
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Zhi ;FDe Defire you: \-will-r now. acqt FJ 
what are the Officesand Ordinances .. 
owhich Chriſt hatch Inſtiruredin his Churtt | 
e | - © Chriſt, The Officers Inſtitured by Chr 
h | - are: Paſtoral and: Diaconal 3 VIZ. Biſhops and 
- B © Deacons, Phil. 1. 1. $78, 
{- - Phil; Are not Presbyters. ad Biſhops diſtin | 
, 4 " Orders > Our Church makes them 6.5! * 4 
I- Chriſt;iNay,' the Scripture; make- Preſ- Y 
 byters and Biſhops the ſame ; there's no.dif- . 
hj = e between them: For a: _— is a 
Is | erſker-of the Church;{o 1 w 
nj hos or: Elder 3ſee  Atts 20: 28. 
$ 
N 
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-hecis no: -—cws than an Elder to. =z 
1 LON] IC 
 Phtlc How. comes it to' paſs thatooangRy- -. 
+ are exalted fo far above DOE 

- ce and Benefice 2+ non. «0 
S | :- Chriſt, From the: corruptiqns of the pt - —_ 
-oþ tended Church-and Miniſtry 3:viz«thrawgh ” * 
.  Ambition,Covetouſheſs, and 
. tons; wherepy alſo all Antichriftian:A be | 

4: minations "mr ep the whole my he 
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£OK didinot Chriſt give other Mi> 
=; =" Wh D = 
y Officers 1 to higChurch? © ” 
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 \dipary Or 
"they that are leg Elders, and ſer br Do: 
Arine'and Adminiſtration in- ſeals and Go- 
wernment, I call juſtly Paſtoral ; for feeding 
the Flock comprehends both in the true 
ſence of the Spirit of God. +; | 
- «Phjl. Who. were the Extraordinary Os. 
cers ? | 
-.Chziſt. They were Apoſtolick, and fach 
' ho were | not ſucceeded after the firſt 
' Churches wereplanted, but by.ordinary Pa- 
Koral Officers, and theſe were Apoſtles, and 
| Apoſtolick helps -in; the perfor- 
- Eph. 414+ - mance of their Office-charge, and 
+. wereProphetsandEvangeliſts,and 
wereextraordinarily furniſhed-with-the gifts 
of the Hol Ghoſt, and Power, forthe pro- 
{_D_— the: Goſpel; and plantation of 
ches, bur: at. the diſpoli on and dire- - 
ion, for the moſt part, of- the Apoſtles, as 
= other - Church-Offcers ;' :as . well as 
Chu are nes were during their lives. + | 
Phil; And our Biſhops ſay they ſucceed-. 
di Apotilcs, and all other Mipuſtcrs 2 are ſub- 
_ ordinate and ſubject ro them. - | 
© -Chriſe, They may as well favs, the, Pope * 
 Aucceeds Perer; forit's plain, they: = 
'  traordinar © 


CE Er cllieg 'as they were; which . 
hath been nope :-or ordinarily, and ſuch are | 
Presbyters, 2nd no-others.;.- + © 
-.The-' Charaſteriſtick Notes of the A- 
g | poſtles were, 1. That they were to be ſack 
e | who wereearand eye-witneſſes of Chriſt, - 
from the Baptiſm of Jahn, tothe time-of his 
Adakingup, As 1.22;:;2/z;0f his Miniſtry, 
MiradesReſfurreRion and Afcenſion-2.That 
they thouldbeextraordinarily inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſtfor the revelation of the mind 
and wilh ef Chriſt,” ſince which nong -ever_ 
1 | were. 3+: Tiothave the gifts of Tongues; and: 
- | working AMbradles.: 4. That they ſhould have 
| | thecharge of the Churches ifor the - planta- 
| | tion;:diregion-and government of them, 
| every Apoſtte-:having 'the. charge :of all 
- | Churches&ineveryChurch,whatever pow 
&r was aftetward ordinarily m each Church 
_ | AndthoughaBiſhopnow-n an hs imit4+ 
_ tony apretended pleaiof Succeſſion would 
ly .chim;opower dver many particular. 
Congregations, yet each Biſhop! is not allows 
ed:power inanother mans Dioceſs.' And'as 
4 tothe formerocharatteys: where's the Bilhdy . ; 
|. can' with: a: thew- of any. juſt pretence lay. - /; 


. 
bo: claim uo _ 

. « £5 = EL . £ ol 45's £= 3 

4X Wh ts IS; 8 BR 1 
=_— La 7 _— ” CEE 

2 -£ at were the-Prophets that ac 

SAG 2 ORE APY ao Rp - 

L al 2; - 3 ARR os, > 4K, 
os + SI # ; ; \ >; "Dx Ws IT 
4 iN [04 < 4 m 4 p £4 . « ® Py : x / IP: i.” 6. a 
Es. aol 4 4 #2853 Ss . f T1 £30 "If 

5 88 bs wc UW ” 4 . . -7 : : 4 LOR be Wes . 7 I% 
. FS 2 = : 8 — -. x + 
: II : : eo 
"_, , » . T39 L , ? F 4 ; —_- 7 
, « , y p : ſe F 
art ah, Ss . Bred | 20.008 : , 8 Sf . WEB A 4 
1 5 "a TS Ee hs 4 *"M : FA F oy my 5 


Mo a4 att 
, 2 


* EW — W044. 34 - Os fe 
rophets"and-Teach 
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were certain Frophets"and-Teact 
ring ofie "from ano- 


I fappoſe not-much'4 ie from 
ther 1n reſpe& of -the'extraordinary Miſſion 


of the Church of Feruſalem, oh which the 


Tongues, whereby they were furniſhed with 
Preaching, Gifts,” and thoſe of Totigues, /in 
order to the propagation of the'Goſpel in all 
Nations, and to- whatſoever*People. they 
came, Jew or Gentile, and went: forth for 
thisefid;in ſubordination'to,and by-diredtion 


| ofthe Travels, is 11. 19. occafioned-by 
” Sas perſecution:;z"ſome of them 'men'of 
F Cyprus and Cyrene;-who when they*had'paſ- 
1 fed throughother:places Preactiing; came at 
*& © hfſt unto Articch, and ſpake:unto the Gre- 
» * eianFews, Preaching the Lord-Jefus Chriſt, 
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and Qualification, being Chareb-Membersff 
Holy Ghoſt fell in' the appearance-of fiery 


of the-Apoltles.” - Ang the firſt time we read 
Atts 


"the-effet: of which was (the believing and 
1c, DY 
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ſenſe. | 
_ Phil. Who wereleft the Paſtoral Officers = 
4 an the Church at Fer»/a/em upon 'Chrilt's 
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" ded. cyrns yeagds. 

j6 19. Df Pier took the Clone, iz; the order-: 

= of the ms That: the gra 

was in the:{azd ay ng, at - firſt 

> 2Ccqunt We have, 1g: 

7 — the Members-bringing ther pok: 

Lons, and: laying thern at their feattediſ. 

poſe of, as a Church ſtock; and:fronithe 

reaſpn £ given by the twelve to the otra 5 
nf: the. choice of Deacons they! taaiag che 


eolay tables ro be to greataBurthents 
h increaſe of-the Church: qv rv 


7 
__ as: tlie neceſſity and Nate of ithe Church: 


wired, there were: Elders'or-Presbpters 

| Token diſtin from the Apoitles,. which 
rs: from 4#. 15. 23:And' it's moſt plain 
increaling - and' multip ying Officets-, 

in the: Church: was. accor ing as the: ne- 


ceſlary. reaſons thereof did ariſe 'from: the * 


increaſe. or. otherwiſe, -which neceffitiesby 


| E » the Holy Ghoſt breathing:through the Apo- 


_ his. Were provided for and ſupplied. - 


ID Mat. : 
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Chap... V. Of ordinary Officers. , 51 4 


Organize a particular Con-- 2? 
gregation ? | 


. Chriſt, Paſtoral and Diacgual, {0 that Par. 
js and Deacon do makea Church compleate... 
y Organiz'd, but through multplication-of- 
2 Church, or for other reaſons there -may 

be good ground to chuſe coadjutors-in: eac 
ce aforeſaid, for the encreafing the Ofhi-- 

cers of one kind or another, that the Church 

" Phil. What is the Paſtors Office? A 

> | Chris. The Paſtors Office is to feed .the 

« 

; 

l 


Church as the flock ofChriſt,over which the-; 
Holy Ghoſt hath made himan, oyerſeer-or 
- | Biſhop, Which Paſtoral feeding conſiſts in 
| Goſpel Preaching, adminiſtration of Sacra-! 
ments, and Government. In the. laſt reſpect: 
| more eſpecially he is called a Biſhopor Over-- 
+] ſeer, AG. 20. | 


Phil. What do. you mean} by Goſpel- 
Preaching ? 

| Chriſt. I mean a right dividing of. the; _ 
4} Word: of God.. according to- the: reyealed © 
- $-*fauon, and reproof, &c. to bring hon e008; 


3 
Pos 
Fee. 2 

- OR © 


=” 2 nor Mi bet? RA Ts ofition, applica-\ 

© the h; , en ſog and ode the Truth 
+ againſt gain-ſayers. | n 
© 7Pbil. You give the whole Preaching Ot-" ſt 
 ficeuntothe Paſtor. - 1 
F-- - Chriſt, It isin him, and may ordinarily be C 
by him, providing his firength | tl 
andability can reacti*o it, and other parts fe 
of hisOffice,lye not too hard upon him,or can ſe 
be performed to theChurches full edification. Þ fi 
"Phil But-whar-if it cannot be performed 
to the Church's full edification? | 
A - Chriſt, Then it is requiſite that a- Coadju®! 
tor, or aſſiſtant to him, be choſen-inthis part* 
E. of his Office, to wit a Teacher or Teaching 
i; who 1s to wait moſfly on dodrinal, 
xpoſitory, and catechnmenal teaching. 
Phil Bur'this ſeems not a diſtin Officer, 
V f"Obrife Though he come intopart of the Iu 
”  _Paſtoralor Epiſcopal Office, yerhe becomes” Þ \ 
a*diflint Officer, for- he comes in as a go-' FL 
r 
\ 
c 


verning, feeding Officer, attending more ' 
}- particu arly on the art of the. Office, to 
E - Which he is appointed and choſen, for he-js 
to feed the Flock ſo far as the Holy. Ghoſt. - 
- hath made him overſeer, by thecall of the. 
> Church for their neceſſary ſupply. Neither f 
"2 A Office power curtalize at all wel { 

 "-powe 2 r of the a only ns 5 in con- 


ts junion with his Office is an *#1Ai apy 
a- JF 7acio, a help, or affiſtance, raking off pafttof = 
h I the burttien from him ; and fach Teachers © 

were {et in the Church, 1'Cor. 12: 28. and ; 


EB ach an one. is to wait on his teaching, Rom. 
BF 12-7:Where teaching ſeems plainly to be'ſpe- 
e Ecifed as a diſtin oftice-work in one called 
hÞ thereto 3 as exhorting in him thar is more, 
s © eſpecially called to exhortation. And Teach- 
n ers are plainly enough named in diſtin&ion 
2. Efrom Paſtors, as Officers ſet by Chriſt 'in 
d Bhis Churches, Eph. 4. 11, 12. For the perfe- 
"I Ging of the Saints, for the work. of the Mint- 
S#+», 1. e. Officers for the filling up the mini- 
*Ffterial office, and eaifying the body of Chriſt. 
Therefore when this Officer is neceſlary fof 
full edificarion of the Church in the work of 
*Fthe Miniſtry then he .s to be added: 
 Þ Phil. Is there no Officer appointed to take 
 Jup, as a help to the Paſtor in ruling and go- 
"I verning the Church? For. where a Chureh is 
* F large, the overſight of the flock in way of 
FJ rule, according to the order of the Goſpel 
8-4 mY require much labour, diligence, and wif 
Om: 


'be helps in Governments, I conceive.” 
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” \, I2+28, whichſhould nor be rendred mira 
| 36les bur ruling Officers, or Powers, asthd 
Lame word is rendred, Row. 8. 38. Perſong 
an. Power, the abſtract put for the concrer, 
and the gifts for the edifying of the Church 
firſt and; laſt are ſpecified unger che name df 
$5602, Gifts graciouſly beftowed, amany 
which are »6*gr17w, oubernationes, govern 
-or ruling Gifts. ef ria 
£., Phil. You make then a Ruling Elder.a di 
_ ſtint Officer of the Church? F-cevevil 
Chriſt, | do not ſay that the Paſtor - of 
Teacherare notruling Elders, but that when 
one:or both are not 'able to manage the,ru 
ling parc for the ſufficient edification of. the 
Church : there ought one or more to:be.gaf 
led/inco thar-part of the Miniſtry, and10/ar 
tend thereto with Diligence. And according 
ly" the Apoſtle, . Rom. 12. 7,8, 9. calls«the 
whole Miniſtry of the Church Epiſcopal and 
Dizconal by the Name of Sawiz,or Miniſtry, 
and gives us an account of the ſeveral Offces} 
to be atcended to, rhe Teacher that attends 
on Teaching, - the Exhorter that attends 0 
Exhortation, the Deacon that diſtributes witl 
{1mplicity,therulingElder,9 nei wands, 
-he - chat preſides in governing, let him. do-ic 
with Induſtry or Diligence. oa 
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+» Phzt. But is there any Presbyter oriE} 


+ that is noc teaching? You ſeem co be for 
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the Lairy comes from Rome, we own it not. in 
ſong] the ſence it's uſed by no means, for the pe 
retel ple are the Clergy in the ſence of the Spi- 
rchÞ rit pf God: The Apoſtle Perer EWIng e 
e-of Puty of Presbyrers, 1 Per. 5. 3. he faith, 
one Mnd" os xaraxueruorres nay xargor, not Lording it, 
un as Lord-Biſhops over Gods heritage. 2.They 
af are. no _ more Laymen than the Paſtor and 

Teacher, yea 1 may aftirm if they that” are 
..: ordained Officers of Chrift in the Church 
orff are made thereby the Clergy, then all the 
ienf Miniſters, even Deacons as well as Paſtors 
ru for there's but one kind'of Ordination to all 
hell the Officers, Presbyters and Deacons.3:We - 
FJ deny not Paſtors and Teachers to be ruling 
HI Elders, neither do we deny that a ruling El- 
der may ſpeak and teach,as occafion requires 
to the edification of the Church, efpeciall 
in matters that concern his Office in Public 
or Private. And therefore it's one qualifica- 
I tion requiſite to all Presbyters or ruling El- - 
ds ders preaching or nor, that they be apt to 
nl teach, -1 Ti. 3.2: and 2 Tim. 2-24. The El- 
h der muſt be *-/##%, for a Biſhop (5. e. aru- 
of ling .Elder or Presbyter) muſt be apt to 
teach, 7c. ſo far at leaſt as to be able to give 
| 2 Ward of Exhorcagon ale 35 carey mg 
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" burns Re. Elders into them whole 
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3 ordinary and chief work is to labour in the 
Werd and Doctrine. And ſuch whoſe more 
peculiar work is to attend Government, 
though there never wants thoſe that will en- 
deavour to darken and baffle the expreſſions || 
of. Scripture that are cleareſt to common 
ſence.,. 1 Tim. 5. 17. The Presbyters that rule ( 
well [ for ©5974 are Prefiders or Preſidents | 2 
in rule and Goyernment,as all the Presbyters || :« 
or Biſhops are in the Church ] ſhall be wor-f x 
thy, or let them be counted worthy of doable C 
bonour ; (i. e. by virtue of their Office and | C 
well management thereof. Let ſuch have C 
greater honour than any aged perſon that is | C 
but an ordinary Brother, for he had ſpoken Þ} «| 
before of our carriage to aged Brethren | 
and Siſtefs: Buc ſuch as theſe we ſhould Þ y 

' eſteem them for their work ſake | but eſpecially | 
they that labour in the Word and Doftrine, the'll| e& 

E Preaching Presbyters, let them in an eſpecial Þ a 

| > - manner be honoured or eſteemed. n 


Phil. How many ruling Elders ought there Þ a 
to be? | E © 
Chriſt, Chriſt hath not limited Churches | FE 
here,but left them to walk by the rule of & Þ © 


dification. The Church may be ſuch as that 
'.1t may be fully edified by a Paſtor or Teach- 
i + er as the ſole Presbyter. - And there niay be M1 
1 Hitcle orno uſe of a diſtin ruling Elder, till 
+ +" ahe Church encreaſe to a greater - bignels, Þ£ 
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and when it is encreaſed the Church may / 


ld Woo, © — ———_ _ auf WI TH $4 Q I 


& ly upon their Paſtor. 3, The Church may ſee. : 
3 re: 0 for ir, becauſe their Paſtor qualified © +; 
Wc may be with much of Grace, Preaching** @ 
eGifts and Learning,may nat be qualified with ©. 
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chooſe one or more according as is judged / 
neceſlary to it's edification. NT 4s 
Phil. What if the Church havenot a man 
or men duly qualified for that Office ? - - 
Chrif#. They may pitch upon a Brother 
( not in Office } of ariother Congregation, 
and call him to it. And why not as well as 


to call one to be a preaching Elder, that is 


2 Brother of another Cohgregation? for all 
Church Officers ſhould be taken out of 
Churches, and firſt made Members of that 
Church, wherein they are co ſerve Chriſt in 
Office before they are ſolemnly ſer apart 
thereto. | 
Phii. What reaſons may a Church be mo- 
ved by, to choole a ruling Elder or more? 
Chriſt. If there be a Brother aptly qualif- 
ed,and can attend it,there need be no dilpute 
abour it, though the Church be buc ſmall, it 
may be much Comfort and help co the Paſtor 
and tend ro much Edification of the Charch. 
The Church may ſee reaſon to chuſe rulin 
Elders,from the great encreaſe and largene 


' of the Church, that the management of this 


t of the Paſtoral Office lye not roo heavi- | 


> 6 Of ordinary Officers. 
| "2 Spiritof Governmentzand it is very ſeldom 
chat men BS Ons 1% ow ſo 
eat a0 10ygat-1nto theTiIgnNt Ordering Of PFo- 
FR Afar A mah may. be a great: Mathe- of 
matician,, bur yet an il] Seaman, not know || -: 
how to wark or ſteat'a Ship fo well as a Ma- D 
ſters Mate or a Boatſwain. There'is in ſpi- 
rituals, as well as temporals,a skill in practice 
to have the ſenſes exerciſed by reafon, of uſe, N 
as well as'a Knowledge and Underſtanding 
of the rule, : y T 
Phil; What is the Office-work of a raling 
| Elder 2 AS; | 


"Chriſt. To have a ſpecia] regard to admiſ- p 
fions, to make good enquiry afterrhe Faith, 


and Holy Converſations of ſuch, who offer A 
themſelves to Church Communion, to. pro- || - 
pound them, and bring them to the Church, I. c 
>. To make inſpection into the lives and ( 
converſations of aual members, frequently I . 
to viſit them,to rebuke avy. ſeemingly walk- 
ing-as not becoming the Goſpel, to enquire 
aft the reaſon of ' members 'abſentments 
from Communion, to exhort them to: fre- 
quent aſſembling cogether for matual -edifi- 
cation, to comfort. the afflicted, to ſupport 
the weak, to viſit the ſick, to inform the ig- +. 

;Korant,'&c. 3. In,all matters of admonitionls 

andcenſure_to hear and prepare matrers for © 

the Church before hand, that there be no= 
; F 0g 


F "F 
© 2 at 
*. 7 Fo Pts 


® "gr 3T+\ 3. Cor. 6513; Wb |: 
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thingdonein Le TivDiaien 7-4 
offMind wr the Church, bar with all —— 
nels, wore 7 6 and amhoricy" in the NU 
of the Lord: Jeſus. ' | 
Phil: You have hhewed that we Miniſte- 
riabOffices of the Church are Paſtoral, or - 
Diaconal, and have ſhewed cha the Paſto- 
af or fuchas belong to the Paftoral cate are' 
Exhorcartion, Teaching, Adminiſtration of 
the Seals, Rule and Government, according; 
cor'atl which parts 'of a Paſtors Office, the 
Holy Ghoſt hath provided affiſting Officers: 
and helps, ſuch as Teachers andruling Elders! 
to/the: fall edification of the Charchs.'T pray? 
ſpeak-now ſomethingof the Deacons Office. 
:Chrift; The Englith word Deacon is deri-- 
ved from the th 910, which ſignifies 
a.Miniſter or one-that ſerves Chriſt and his. 


Church in Office, it is uſed for any Mini- 


ſeratlarge, #02, or Deaconthip is apÞly- 


_ eflito. the Apoſtleſhip it ſelf, 48.1. 17, 5 

_ opto 2 patt of their Miniſtry as 1t-was at fir 

 At&16: 4; Ir is applyed to any particular ſer- 
vicewof the Church, A. 11. 29: ch 12. 25, 


And Paul applyerty: it to his whole Miniſtry' 
as an chang np ;/202:4. Rdhs. IT. _Þ ch; 


cies, by; 


- and purpoſe, to whoſeloever care it is com- 
mitted ; and {uch a ſervice Pax! faith he un- 
dertook on the behalf of other Churches, 
2.Cor. 8. 4. which 1s called the Deaconſhip o 


this Liturgy, 2Cor, 9g: 12. rendred the admi-fj 


niſtration of this ſervice. Now we find as Of. 
fice titles of large ſignificancy, are brought 
down by the Holy Ghoſt to denote a ſingle 
particular Office in the Church as Apoſtle, 
Paſtor, Biſhop, Presþyter, &c. So here the 
word Deacon is often uſed for all ſacred Mi- 
niſtry, Liturgy or Service, is a Title put by 
the- Spirit. of God upon this Officer in the 
Church, who is called and ſet apart to the 
Liturgy :Car-ſervice ) of the Church in this 
way of Adjniniſtration, by diſtribution. - 

..P$;{ When was the firſt Inſtitution of 


pport to every oneas 
wired. This was too great a charge, Þ 


en ra the- Apoſtles, and likely.af; 
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I rerward to be unto ordinaty Paſtors ; and- 
hence they inſtitute this Office of 'Deacon- 
ſhip, and therefore is alſo a more remate Of- 
fice of Afſfiſtance unto the ruling Epiſcopa- 
cy, but being very diſtin in nature and kind' 

from that ſort of Miniſtry ; wherefore the 
Apoſtles ſpeak after that manner. A#.6.1,4- 
That the Church ſhould chooſe them fic men 
for this daily care and truſt, and they would 
betake themſelves to the Miniſtry of the 
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"Phil Wir is the Office of a "gi >. 
--Cbrift.''Fhe Holy Ghoſt calls it ſerving of | an 
Tables, the:Loros Table and: the Tables.,of }| 
the: Saints;/ 1n 2 fairchful colle&on and diftri-- 
barion of the fiock of the Church which-is. | 6 
Fd eli of the Poor, whit oaks | 3 

relief of the Poor, which 0 
— with Simplicity, Prudence and n 
Chearfabirſs. And of which they are accounts 


ble: the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and the Church, 
let that word Chearfulneſs be obſerved, be- 
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cane many are apt:to murmur at this Office 
a5'2 


toithem: 
= How' many Deacons are there to 
> 
| - (heiſe There were ſeven in the farſt Church | 
| eftheGowpebbut there have ſeldom Chutch- 
#- eSamnmed to the bignels of char-ſince,:nei- 
” therdath che Spivit:ſeem to-limir co a cer-! 
| — -heiChurch is)to Judge how? 
re to. perform the duciesre-! 
quired im te. jar. Qtfice, according. to their. pres? 
and:ſtanding;yes they may. war wa 
their mmberif abeyriee need: as cr Aut iq 
{ponies by the Holy-Gbols #1 + vg 2d 91 of , 
"Cmjh. ivemsobe pretty typlain;: 
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_ be performed; and the 'Holy Ghoft ſpeaks 0 
of them diſtintly under theſe rwo. Peaks A 
ei Y; 
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Office,which was not fo' convenientfor men, 
ſuch as 'foviſit the Sick, efpecially Siſters, 


and enquire into their neceſſities, arid bring 


2n account to the Deacons, if any be-with- 


out neceſſary ſupply for food; raiment; phy- 


e like; fee 1 T7m.5. 55 


fick;attendance and 


9,10. AndPhebe ſeemsto have beena Deas ' 


conels to the Church of Cenchrea,Rom-16:1: © 
"+ Phil. You have ſpoken toall chefixed Offi= 


cers ina particular Congregation, 8 ——_—_ 


there are ſome, who' would deny-ſome-6f 
theſe to'be diftirict Officers; 'yer' ſeeinghhere 
is inevery*Church, theſe Office ſervices to 


Biſhops and Deacons, GC tharthe Paſtor, T 

er, andruling Elder all concnr to the fulti{= 
ling the Paſtoral or Epiſcopal Oftice-for the 
Churches Edification;and Men,and Women 
Deacons makeup the Licurgical or DiaconalF 


Office. I have received much ſatisfaction ap- ' 
on this account, but methinks I am much-to ' 
ſeek about one great concern of Chriſt-and - 


his Kingdom, viz. The propagation of "the 


Goſpel to the unconverted, for which work |} 
-and ſervice I cannot ſee how Chriſt hath pro: 
ince the Apoſtles times,for allrtheOt* 


vided ( 
cers you have mentioned are Officers 


"36 andt6'the Church,” and ſofar as menabe: | 
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Matrons;- who were'to do that-part of "this 
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_ SE $rnacs 
Þ” capableofh 
” Churches, they have a converting Miniſtry, 
bac they that are remote muſt be wirhour a 
Miniſtry, becauſe there is no Churches. 
Chrift. Chriſt hath conſtituced no. ſtated 


} . Officers, but in and to a particular Congre- 


* gation. He hath nor caſed and ſent any to the 


E * work of the Miniſtry for Converſion in the 


arelt ſtace and ſtanding of the firſt Churches, 
ut from the Churches che firſt Apoſtles 
themſelves went out from the Church of Fe- 
ruſalem, Paul and Barnabas from the Chnrch 
"at Antioch, fo that it is according to the pro- 


2 -pheſie of the latter days. The Law' ſhall gq out 


from Lion, and the Word of the Lard fram Je- 
ruſfalem. And Chriſt hath provided a way tq 
ſend the Goſpel to Infidels and uncanverted 
 onzs, for Rom. Io. 14,15. How ſhall they 
preach except they be ſent, And though I 
doabt not but God hath had his way 1n a pro- 
videatial manner of ſending the Goſpel into 
'the blind parts of the Earch, when viſible 


Churches were hardly to be found, through - 
 Antichriſtian Darkne(s that overſpread the 


Earth, yet Chriſt hath an inſtituted way of 
ſending theGoſpel to the unconverted world. 
- For menmay have a Call and Dedication to 
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peculiar work and ſervice to be: done WF 
zriſt our of the Church, viz. To.be an 
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reconciled unto God. The Word of the Lord © 
bath providentially been ſent to many places, * 
as the ſcattering the Church by Perſecution - © 3 
was the occaſion, Ad. 11; 19. Of preaching ' 
the Goſpel at Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch, © 
&c. and when tidings of theſe things thar 
were done came to the Church at Feraſalem, 
they ſent forth Barnabas that he ſhould go 
as far as Aztioch, and afterward he was ſent 
forth again from the Church at Antioch. 
I thall not enlarge now on this point, I may » 
meet with it again elſewhere; the due and: 
orderly way of going forth to the exerciſe of 
the Miniſtry js by the miſſion of a particular 
Congregation by the ſuffrage and Prayers. 
thereof, and he may be called a Teacher, 
ſach as were in the Charch of Antioch ; and 
ſo I diſtinguiſh of Teachers: 1. Sach as are 
ſtated Teachers to the Church wherein they 
are. 2. Such thatare ſent forth to open blind 
eyes, ©c. Topreach to the World, men - 
lying in their infidelity. | | 
Phil. You having given mea diſtin ac- 
count of the ſeveral Officers'of a Goſpel - * ? 
Church, I defire to underſtand how they are ' ? 
{. made and conſtituted in an orderly regular *; 
D V manner. £4 ; © 
E. .Chrift. It can be but by Ordination. ' 1 
E Phil, What, all of them by Ordination, » 3 
& Elders and Deacons, the Lay-Officers? * **” , # 
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# is. 1 __ you abefore wen own no "oh 1. 
5 Officers, but them: that Ecclefi alkically 
fo, and therefore not Lay-Officers ; the way 
of Ordination of ruling Elders and Deacons 
is. the Tame with that of Paſtor and peace, 

Phil. Whac by laying, on of the hands of 
the Presbytery, it ſeems to be a mighty.pr 
phanation. of that Sacred ordinance to. apply 
it *to. men that are Hliterate, and haye, nor 
been at the Univerſity. _- 

, - Chmiſt, Chriſe gid.not limit 20y Ordinan- 
ro Literate men, and to Uniyerfity meg, 
a 12 ice was. quite contrary, but 1 pra 

Sir, tell me. 1. Where impoſition of hands 
= "Aled Ordination? 2. Whether the Dea- 
Cons had not impoſition of hands, A. 5. 

* "3, Where any other ordinary Church Offi- 
£50 had impoſition. af hands? And rherefore 
EL ere had not been ſome more'reaſon of 

Holy Ghoſt than ordinary for applyi 

I Tecons, whether they ſhould have h 
it? If it was in an ordinary way of  Admini- 
ſtration, and therefore all Church Officers to 
have it, then they have eminent right to. it 
| fol, And then what prophanation is it to 
[* apply an Ordinance according to it's firſt in- 
- frirution ? 4 

_ Phil. You: ſuggeſt ſtrange notions about 4 
ation, I muſt get Ft to.clear chem up»; 


TR S519: 28 py. 


#.2 me: 


. Chrif. Sir, you ſhall excuſe me for the "8 
preſent, I ſhall do it another time z 1 only "7 
' made by. Ordination,and ordained alike,at 
that impoſition of hands is not Ordination ; 
and if the moſt be made of it,: ig's bura Ce- 
remony annexed whichnow, is:ob@lere:And 
iac all Ordination belongs to the Ehurch of 
whom the Perſon ordained is a-member,yea 
if impoſfirion' of hands be a neceſſary Cere- 
mony therein, it's not-to_be performed hi 
- the Elders of -other Churches; but by £ q 
Presbytery or delegated Brethren of the ſazd - % 
ſame Church. "Theſe chings ſhall be demon- 3 
ftrared to yop according. to that meaſure of 9 
light which Chriſt hath given. 2 
. Phil. Thele things look not only Heterg- 2 
dox in reſpe&t of the common Jean f'* 
ordinary Profeſſors of the reformed Relipt--- 7 
"F'* ofz, .but contrary to what many, yea moſt of © * 
-. our Learned Divines have wrote and pta- ©: 
ctiſed, bur T ſhall wait till you give me fur- 
ther light into them, and'demonſtrationfor ® 
F the aflertions you have laid down. In'the'-# 
I” - mean time givea brief account of Goſpel or- =? 
| dmances inſtitured by Chriſt fot a Churches 4 
+ Edification - |. _— 
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*He.irftituted Ordinances of the 
._ © Lord Jeſus Chrift,are,r.Preach- 
ing the Word. 2. Prayer and Praiſes. 3. The 
Seals of the New Teſtament. 4. The Keys, 
> wrhuch are the Churcheexerciſe of it's pow- 
”- er. '1. In Election of Officers. 2. Admuffion 
of Members 3. Tranſlating Members to 0- 
ther Churches, Admonition, and Cenfures. 
5. Contribution for the ſupport of Ordinan- 
ces, Miniſtry, and neceſſity of the Saints. 6.T } 
| may add unto this, 'Holy Conference for 
"mutual Edification. Theſe are given either | 
- as peculiar Priviledges to the Churches.fach | 


Oo 26th. os « <A. £0 my p_ pu  O "we 


- a$the Seals and Keys of Diſcipline, or pri- 
=. marily (though for the Converſion and in 
3 oor roche Salvation of others) but for the 
- Fikeof the Churches, for their Maulciplica- 7} 
E -: tion, growth and Confirmation in Grace. . -F- 
= Phjl.Speak to theſe Goſpel Ordigances par- | 
ticularly, as co the difrinct Nature, Endand 3 
- Uſe of ge ue © 
Chriſt, I. The Preaching of the Word com- *Þ. 


prehends, I. The reading of it frequently'in ts b 


= the Church. 2. The opening and expounding ** 
-, OH 3: The applying ic unto che Conſcien»""; 
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and unbelieving Sinners, acco 
ing to the true intent thereok by Inſtruction, 


| Reprehenſion, Exhor INS ye ga 


ſolation,in the evidence and demonſtration 
theSpirit. 4. By theinſtilling,and promot 


the knowledge of God in the Myſteries of the © 


Goſpel, by Catechizing Children&: Youth, 


in-ſuch a way. and; manner- as.may-, conduce ' 


moſt to the enlightning their underſtandings 
in, and bringing over their affedtionsto,. t 
things of God in-their tender years. $2 
Phil. Sir, I doubt in the laſt thing menti- 
oned, many - if not moſt-of your Churches 
have been too defective. 
Chriſt. 1 grant it, and fear the next Gene- 


ration will have great cauſe to. complain of 


us, for the Children of Church Members do 


manifeſtly grow up in Ignorance, carnality, 
and looſenels, little care is taken-of moſt re- 


. ligious Parents, and leſs by the Churches, to 


educate them in the nurture and admomtion 


{ of the Lord, all;or the chief of Parents care, 
F. is how. to provide well for them in the 
' World. Beſides, every way of Catechizing 


will not anſwer the end, to learn a Catechiſm 


F. meerly by rote, and a preaching -upon it, 
* *will make no more imprefſion-on-their Ages, 


than other preaching, there muſt be tare to 


inſtill in co their underſtandings by little ang © 3 
lictle, inaplain and OG way of diſcourle 3 


ers, accord- 


» 
+ be 
- 
{3s 
” u<L 


_ 
FJ 


. {4 
We F 
ys 
Py 

> wh 
TGT 

5 X80 

- 


- 
>. 


. CPE TEIN IF ods CAS "TU PR I : p < es 4 TINO TI Rene 6: , 
I SS <- 5 ! Stat Ot Ho ba SR Ea. oa nh Bae nf ee ei I; 4 -" us ; 
” + "A £584 Pp Fo - *£ C4 Ln, oY 7.5 y $3 : 2 fd GOO." ER 95" Ivy D +4 4 ll 21. 

3. oe £1 %. kb, = | 2 : "0 7% "Bi x - #3 24 - 224 4 3 $*otbvk "- oF K7g Fo pf we.” + 3 LN Fg we S30s tho " 
$= ; : SE ; . as hp. 4th. EI ; br 5 

"hs on £4 / + _ -""I - 
: C YAMNTANCES v0 

Y " 
gd / Fo. 
pe 4 £ 4 


with them;"#s they are'able to receive if a 
great deal of Water be fluſht on upon a nar- 
row-mouth'd'Bottle very little or none will 
go in, but You-may by a'ſ\mall ſtream, 'and 
radually; fit{-ic. Ignorance in Religion, is ! 
'deſtruction: of Religion, 'it hath been the 
mother -of-all falſe Worſhip: and Error in 

Dodrineziand it's evident it is:the cauſe for 
the moſt part of the diſorders in,and among | 
Churches. *-- We s. | 

*Phil. E& what Officers-doth the miniſtra- 
tion of the word in Churches belong ? 

* Chriſt. Tothe Paſtor,and Teacher,if there 
be any, they being the-Preaching Elders ? 
that labour in'the Word and Doctrine. The - 
Paſtors work'in Preaching feems to lye moſt 
in dealing with the Conſciences and Aﬀectti- 
ons of the hearers, whether for Converſion 
or Edification. The Teacher infiſts moſt on 
© -gheenlightning the underſtanding by dodctri- 
nal Traths,' Catechifing, Argumentation.and 
Conviction of gainſayers.' . Rom. 1 2. 7, 8, Tf 
one Officer according to the preſent circum- 
. Nances, can perform his Office to the full 
* edification of the Church in all theſe things, + 
its well: jf not then both are requiſite, as: ' ; 
hath been ſpoken. - And the word is to be 


} fo. preached as hath been faid, - 2. Tim. 4. 


2; 3- Eph. 4. 12. AF. 2. 42-the Apoſtles do-" : 
eis the word that is to be Preached,and ' 
Eattended on by us. Phil. 
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Phjl. T look- upon prayer and: praiſes | 
p » a © . 
3. T look-upon prayer and: praiſes,”  _- 


| be. grear Church Ordinances;--as wellas 
duties of a Univerſal nature: ro-all andin; © 
dividual perſons in private and ſecret,> -.-- 

Chriſt. Tt is a ſolemn Church*Ordinanee, 

expreſſed either way in publick prayers or 
in praiſes, not only in the Prayers of a- {1n- 
gle perſon, the mouth of che Congregation : 
but in Pſalms and Hymns. That prayer 1s. a 
Church ordinance,and a duty to be perform- 

ed frequently in the Church ſervice,ſee AZ. 
I.14. Theſe continued with one accord in Prayer 
and Supplication, ſo ARE. 2. 42. no other Or- 
dinance can be duly adminiſtred without 1t. 

 - Phil, I think there i$ no Chriſtians but hold 
that Prayer is a Church Ordinance-: but 
I have heard ſome except againſt ſinging of 
Pſalm in Metre as we do. | 

Chriſt. That ſinging Pſalms is an Ordi- 

nance of the Church, I think is plain. 
I. Thar ſinging Praiſes to God, with anau- 
dible voice, was practiſed in the Apoſtles 
times by the Apoſtles, 4&. 16. 25. 2. That * 
they are to be ſung in the Church, at the: -! 
"moſt ſolemn Ordinance of the Lords Supper *»-* ? 
is without diſpute , Mar. 26. 30. Mark ; 
14.26. 3.That ſinging with words of Pſalms + 

- and Hymns, at the ſame_ time making me- _  -; 

Jody -in the Heart is recommended to us, . 4 

| Epb.5.19, ſo Cl, 3.16. teaching andadmo- 74 


w 


_ 


—_ ing your'ſelves [ſoiz;-ſhould be'ren- + 
- gred, andnotone another;for thus Interpre- 
' ers have rendred the ſame word your ſelves, 
Eph. 5. 19.] in:Pſalms and: Hymns and- Spi- 
ritual Odes in Grace, finging in your Heart 
to the Lord: From both which places fing- 
ing Spiricual Palms and Hymns,for inſtruct- 
ing and quickning a gracious Heart ſweetly 
and affectionately carried forth in them, is 
highly: recommended to us by the Spirit of 
God. Andthat it's a duty to ſing in conjuncti- 
on with others, appears by what was practi- 
ſed by our: Saviour and his Diſciples at the 
inſtitution of the Lords Supper, that they 
Sang an Hymn. And by Pazl and Silas inPri- 
fon, but what the Holy Ghoſt fayeth ex- 
| prefly he expects of us, Rom. 15-6. -that you 
; may with one Mind and one Mouth,z.e. with 
- - _ famenefs of Words and Heart glorifie God. 
” - -Phjl. Some may fay this is to uſe forms. 
Chriſt, 4.1. Tho' it be to uſe a form in 
Singing, it's not an impoſed form, bur freely 
* taken and choſen,no more than the Miniſters 
Text is impoſed. 2. A form allowed or en- 
joyned by the Spirit of God may and ought 
to be ufed as the words of inſtitution in ad- * 
miniſtration of the Seal of Baptiſm,or of the 
b Elements in the Lords Supper. 3. The na- > / 
» cure of the thing requireth that it be preme- 
E *ditated thar the Singing be melodious, #. e. 
—» 59 orderly, 
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orderly, not with confuſion, and not in ab- 
ſurd difſonies. ns rv 30m LR 

- Phil. Burt.ſome are-againſt ſinging in mixc 
Congregations. - _ ER. 

. Chr, They may as well be againſt publick 
Praying in mixt Congregations. Dot norgs 
chat Prayeth endeavour toule ſuch expreſſt- 
ons, as moſt may joyn with him in? So he 
that propounds/ a Palm or Hymn, endea- 
vours to ſuit it to the Congregation, where, 
and the time and occaſion when, it'is to be 
ſung. It's due to God from all his creatures to 
praiſe him ; it's-his Saints only bleſs him,bur 
it's not. in our - power to judge the heart of - 
him'thac joynsin-a publick. duty, and if it be 
to be performed publickly, as Praying and 
 Preaching,we are not to hinder any that will 

joyn with us; if they are not uprightin one, or 

profited by the other, the {in lyes-on them- 
{elves to anſwer for it. 
Phil. Which be the Seals of the New Te-. 
ſtament, and why called {0? | - 
Chriſc, They are Baptiſm andthe Lords 
Supper. And they are called: Sacraments be- 
cauſe ſacred and folemn ratifcations of Gods © : 
Promiſe to us, -and ours to. him, : they are © 
{ ſignsbeing ſignificant of Inviſible Grace and + 
F Song: They are called Seals, as Circumcir 
4 fonand the Paſſover were, .being for 'cogr 
F fir mation of.the Covenant relation vermaey 
-F-Godand Us. H 3  "Phih 
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nl Of Church Ordinances © 
* Phil. T pray {peak of Baptiſm; it hath been _ 


much controverted upon many accounts. 


Chrift. T ſhall not detain you upon the 
moſt controverted points of it, but tell:you 
now briefly what we believe and practiſe 
about it. 1. That it is an inſtituted ordi- 
nance by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, toremain in 
the Goſpel Churches to the ead of the world, 
as appears by Mat. 28. 19.. 2. That the Ele- 
ment or ſignificant fign is Water. 3. That 
it being blefled by Prayer is tobe applyed in 
the name -of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt.. 4. That the thing ſignified is the 
waſhing in regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, wherein the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
his precious Blood is applied for Juſtification 


* and Sanctification, and the perſon Baprized 


dedicated unto the Lord, remiffion of Sin is 


eminently fignified thereby, A. 2. 38. chap. 


IO. 43- 
Phil. Then you think a perſon to be rege- 
nerated in Baptiſm. | 
- Chriſt. Itis but a ſign of that which is, or 


_ thould be, inadulc perſons it's requiſite there 


be” credible {igns or grounds to think . they 


Are regenerated, bur many ſuch who are 
\- - Baptized are not; and therefore it is evident 


none -are fegenerated meerly by- partaking 
of-that Ordinance, unleſs we allow falling 


w 


j 


| Way. from effectual grace, and wher'it "1s 


admini- 


it is afign of what is-or may be;-and is both 
deſired and prayed for. 
: Phil. I ſee you are for the Baptiſm of In- 
4nts: | A ; 
_...Chrift. We- are for it, and do practiſe it. 
We doubt not of it, and upon.good grounds,: 
for we look upon Baptiſm to be the right of 
every Child ofa: Church Member. 1. As 
the Infant is a Church Member 1n the 'Pa- 
rents right, the Parent having given him- 
ſelf and Children to be the Lords in Church 
Relation. 2. That it is a Priviledge the Pa- 
rents -- challenge - by vertye of the: Pro- 
miſe which the Spirit of God faith, A. 2. 


| © belongs to them and to their Children; : the 


Promiſe made to Abraham, is transferred to 
all the Faithful, who are ſaid, Gal. 4. 28. 
chap. 3- 29. to be the Childrenof the Pro- 
mile, as J/aac was, and therefore. have the 
Covenant and Seal of the Covenant belong- 
ing to them for themſelves and Children, as 
Iſaac had. And in the adminiſtration it is of 


uſe to the Parents. 1. For confirmation-of 


their Faith in that extenſive Promiſe. 2. Far 
a Solemn dedication of the Child unto the 
Lord. 3. For an obligation to bring it -u 
inthenurcure and admonition-of-the - Lor 

3 Phil. May not a profeſſed Believers Child 
F-. be Baptized thac is not actually a. Member 
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C 
_claimbis right to/all Church Priviledges,and 

therefore to joyn himſelf to ſome particular 

Congregation, - where: he may enjoy all Or- 
” dinancesaccording to the rule of the Goſpel. 
F And whilſt he doth nor, he evidently lives 
| in a Sin of great Omiſhon, if Providence 
hath given him opportunity ſo to do. And 1 
know not but a credible Believer, may as 
| well deſire the Lords Supper without ' add- 
| inghimſelf to a particular Congregation, 'as 
| to. deſire the Baptiſm of his Child - without 
it: and therefore it renders his profefſion ve- 
ry hardly credible, whilſt he lives in this 
great Sin of Omiſſion. 

Phil: Is there any juſt ground to believe 
that an Infant Baptized and Dying in his In- 
fancy, -is certainly Saved. 

Chrit. By'no means,if you underſtand all 
Infants of good and bad, as they are uſually 
now promifcuoutly Baptized,for the Salvari- 
on of Infants is a Divine Secret. 

Phil; But'what comfort hath a. Believing 
| Parent inthis'caſe,any more than a profeſſed 
. Unbeliever or Infidel ? Is there no promiſe 
| thathe cawtake comfort from, upon this ac- 

count ? If nor, then it's poſſible ſuch an af- 


» 


flictidn may*befall a Child of God for which 


he hath no-promiſe from the-Word of: God 
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+ © © Of: Church Ordinatices E Fol 
i#. He that is a Believer ought to 
hriF. He "that 1s a ever Ougnt to \ 


Fat 


ſupport him in, for without a promiſe - 
#4 Es ec. 


Briith can take no hold of God For Comfort. 


Chriſt. Tn caſe a Believers Child dieth in 


Infancy, and his trouble be about the Eter- 
nal ftate of his Child : I know no Promiſe in 
the Word 6f God will reach forth Comfort 
to him, but this,1 will be thy God, .and the God 
of thy Seed. Seeing his Child. lived not .to 
make a perſonal and profeſſed Rejeftion of 
his Covenant Relation in adult years as Jh- 
mael and Eſau did. And thus a Believer by 
Faith in that Promiſe can take ſuch Comfort 
to himfelf in that Condition which no Unbe- 
liever can. For there's not one Word. in 
Scripture that ſpeaks of the Salvatiog of an 
Unbelievers Child dying in Non-age. What 
God hath reſerved: in his ſecret Counſel is 
not for us to deternmne. =—_ 

Phil. Is not Baptiſm a converting Ordi- 
nance ? 

.Chrift. If it be true as your Church faith, 
that he chat is Baptized 1s certainly ſaved, .1t 
muſt needs be ſo moſt times. But although 


it's a ſign that referrs to Regeneration and - 


Initiation thereby in the Covenant, yet it.is a 
COnNrening Sacrament as the other is, it 5s al» 
ways for ( 


| other great Seal the Lords Supper. -. 


Og I 40-0 
ET! - 0, "a4 
[$55 


þ Bi LET, BY & q FI Ee K'# & ef NY ; "M07 5 "17 Bo 2 DOD Ss: a "hp; Ns FREY Th ad ind > 7 WP" £2 pe Ee 
f - SY ; 4 RTE a TOY Ls MRS L385. ets NT 4 E037 97 2, be ES 1 
x J Y £4 ww #7 3?" * w* þS, CO IR AS Os FA AL HEN © J wy 4 We 2 
p A. wh 3 & -— 24 * 0 < dy F 22S : 7 IF £38) 
+ 4 I : , % 
(#] 5 f s *® S; 
; 0 


onfirmation of Faith in the Pros 
miſe, both in Parents and Children, neither. 
is 1t improvedby the baptized till he believe, 

Phil. Now I pray ſpeak ſomething of that. 
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fer, Fohn 13.2: ch. 21. 20, The Lords Supper, 
- I;Cor.11. 20. Becauſe of peculiar Relation to 


the-Remembrance of our Lords death, as the ob-. 


ſervation of. the firſt day of the Week hath 
to his Reſurrection,therefore called the Lords 


day. Chriſt inſtituted this Ordinance for a ſo- 


Jemn remembrance of his Death in the Churches 
till he come the ſecond time. And he did it the 
Night he was betrayed, after he had eat the 
Paſlover with his Diſciples, Mar. 26. 26.The 
Elements Bread and Wine, . the *Sacramen- 
tal Actions are Blefling the Elements di- 
ſtin&ly. 2. Breaking the Bread and pouring 


out the Wine. 3. The delivery of each to | 


the people with the words of Command ap- 
propriated by the appointment of Chriſt. 


4. The Order. 1. The Bread blefled, then | 


brokenzthen diſtributed. 2. The Wine pour- 
ed our; bleſſed, delivered forth ; after this 
a Pſalm or Hymn is Sung, as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt did,and that Ordinance is ended. Tho” 
moſt Churches conclude with a ſhortPrayer, 


wherein Gods name is further bleſled,8: par- 


ticular Caſes of the Aſſembly ſpread before 
the Lord, before which Prayer is uſual a li- 

beral Collection for the Poor,and ſupport of 
Ordinances. 


E ., Phil, Whatis thegreat UlſeandImprove- | 
E *e | ment ; 
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=. CO is called, breaking of bread by a; 
= Synech. Att. 2.42. ch 20.7,11. It isthe Sup 
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of his participation of this Ordinance? ::-. 
Chriſt. 1. That as the Bread broken-and 


Wine poured out {ignifie the Body and Soul 
ſufferings of the Lord Chriſt : they are ex- 


' hibired in this Ordinance in a lively manner, 


to our thankful remembrance of Gods: and 


'& Chriſts love to us; therefore by the ancients 


called the Euchariſt. 2. Hereby our acts. of 
Faith, are renewed, and our Faich greatly 
ſtrengthned in the love of God to us, inthe 
Redemption wrought by Jeſus Chriſt for us 
in his Death and Suffering, for our preſent 


Juſtification and 'Sancification,: and Fature - 
Glory. 3. It is a {ign and Seal of our Union 


to, and Communion with the. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,and to one another; our Communion 
rogether by a common participation of Chrift 


our Head in his perſonal Excellencies and - 


myſtical Communications; as-alſ{o our Com- 
munion in him-one with another as a myſti- 
cal and viſible Politick Body.. 4. It is a viſt 
ble Teſtimony and Profeſſion of our mutual 
love, and Obligations therein as members 
one of another. - 5. There is.a ſweet Com- 
munion in each others Gifts and Graces,. in 
order to edification and growth in Gracs. 3. 

Phil. To-what Church Officer doth the 
adminiſtration of this Ordinance appertain? 


Chriſe, It appertains to the Paſtoral teach: 
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is Offce, for'the Seals: are teaching' Cere- 
monies, by 'way'of Inſtruction unto us, for 
'* -merealſe in Faith and Love, /and by way of 
Conlolation and: Confirination in our right 
to-Covenant Benefits and Priviledges, And fl | 
hence 1t belongs primarily to the Paſtor that Þ| - 
is principally called-to the whole Office of 
feeding the flock, for Chriſt the great Pa-|l 
ſtor firſt adminiſtred it. And ſecondarily to il 
the” Teacher who is called to bear a ſhare 
with him in his Teaching work, which is feed- 
ing the flock with wholeſome Doctrine,and 
adminiſtring ſuch inſtituted ſigns and ſeals as 
tends to the Confirmation thereof unto their 
Souls and Conſciences, and therefore where 
there is way Paſtor and Teacher, it may | 
or the eaſe of the Paſtor [that part of-this 
:abour may be born by theTeacherJas well 
as that of tegching. And in caſe of the Death 
of the Paſtor the whole paſtoral charge as to 
Teaching and Adminiſtring falls' upon the 
Teacher, - vnles the Church think meet- to 
chooſe another Paſtor. ' 
*-Phjl. But Fpray what-do you think of the 


__ of our Miniſter, and if I miſtake not 


e Non-conformiſts uſe it ſfill, viz. for 


= 2 
5 ** - 

A + 

{ —< 
wilt : 


ere- | to. the hand of 
tor | Words of inſtitution, Tat 
of Þ drink, &c. © © ret 
ght | - Chrif. Itake itto be an unſcriptural uf 
\nd | for Zuke 22. 17. Chriſt ſaid, Fake this and dj- 
hat | vide'it among your ſelves. And if it be ſaid that 
of F' is ſpoken © Ale Paſſover'Cup, it makes'not 
22-f againſt us, for in the ſame manner as thar 
to | Cup went about,did alſo the Bread and Wine 
re | that followed. And we have no ground to- 
d- B fappoſe that he delivered the Bread with the 
1d Words, This is my Body, take eat,;nor the Wine, 
as | &c. any more than once. Again it's plain, 
ir f| - chat this practice came from' Rome, from that 
e | blaſphemous Herelieof theirs, that the Bread 
y | is the very Body of Chriſt after Conſecrati- 
S # on of the Prieſt ; and therefore not to be 
ll F touched by the Communicant, but pur into 
1 | his Mouth by the ſuppoſed ſacred Hands of 
) | the Prieſt. Therefore it hath the ſame Jdo- 
> | latrousOriginalas Kneeling in receiving hath; 
) | nouriſheth much vain Superſtition in the peo- 
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each, repea 


ple, makes the Ordinance moſt tedious -and 
troubleſome, if not too Comical. | 
__ Phil. You mention Kneeling ; methinks 
that ſeems to be a comely geſture enough in 
{o ſolemn and ſacred an Ordinance, though 
I confeſs I am not for impoſing of it. _—_— 
eed not tell you the reaſonand *__* 
at Innovation, viz. From: the = 
Idolarrous- . - 


-_ 


£ 


and IR FAY aig 5s TRA OG "p m ASE JF , FF” ach P ; I ($4 F "F w OO» : Fs Mts F _ F l a Os Bd : FR b 
0 - Of Church Ordinances © NE 
5 6 X OI Of ET © s # , 
Z & = ' | v + 3 A. J 
F _ Idolatrous worſhiping the Bread. And I need 
F . : K 


not tell you that the poſture inreceiving was 
not ſo from the beginning, but after the ea- 


ſtern mannerof (itting at a Feaſt.It is not pro-- 


per or comely to kneel at a Feaſt which is for 
2ſociable rejoycing. Kneeling 1s a poſture of 
proſtration 1n Prayer, but this is a diſtin& 
Ordinance from Prayer, though. it be ble(- 
ſed by Prayer. The Prayer is over when the 
Element is diſtributed.and then our buſineſs 
15 not to pray,: but to feed ina Feaſting Sa- 
cramental and Spiritual manner. Neither is 
the practice of ſome Communicants to be 
commended, whoafter the Element is ble(- 
ſed by the Prayers of the Congregation be- 
fake themſelves to their particular private 
prayers before they eat or drink; it's a new 
Conſecration,'as if the Element were not 
ſufficiently conſecrated. Or as if they were 
to receive in anact of Prayer. Whereas new 
_ they areto receive their ſpiritual food to 

the ſatisfaction of their hungring and thirſt- 
" ing Souls, with rejoycing and gladneſs of 
Heart, making.1t the Bread of Conſolation 
and cup of Salvation ; praiſing the Name of 
the Lord. The Nature of receiving clearly 
_ appears from this, that it is a Feaſt of Re- 
* membrance, and therein for ſpiritual Repaſt, 


* Nourithment and Contocation ag 


m_ we pen dd Of 


it appears *F 


= . a0 that the diſtribution of the iequens 0 
Rs _— EN S ; $ 


4a add. — = 
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"of Chris Inftinnine.. 
ends with a Palm or Hymn of praiſebefore © 


2s | we ariſe from: the Table, and therefore-to 
2- | be performed in the ſame poſture we were 


» | in; when-we receivedthe Cup, and we uſe 
y | not a kneeling poſture in, ſinging. b 
-Phil. T have read many conſiderable: Ar- 
guments indeed againſt this poſture in recei- 
ving, which gives grbund to ſuſpect there is 
too much of Superſtition in it 3 and that it 
was derived from Rome, but I have not be- 
fote confidered what you ſay of its great diſ- 
agreement to the very Nature of the Ordi- 
nance, the Act of receiving being a diſtin 
duty from praying, and therefore I believe 
| many that profeſs: ro more Knowledge in 
| theſe things than I do, do they know not 
| what,in betaking them(elves to private Pray- 
ers, when they thould be exerciſed after ano- 
ther manner, 'and {o do unduly mix one Or- 
dinance with another,or thruſt out one ſpiri- 
tual duty by another. I am glad you mention 
it to me.-Thope it will be matter of good in- 
ſtruction to me in my practice for the future. - 
Chriſt. I am glad to find your Heart ſo 
meulded, by the Grace of God that you are 
ready to receive the. impreſſion of Truth. _ 
_ It was otherwiſe not long ago. C 
- __ Phil. ] think the next Head of Church *+* 
#&* Ordinances, which you mentioned, were the 7 
& Keys; I pray ſpeak to them, _ 7: Se 
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| *Chri#: By Keys I mean Church power of Þ 
opening and ſhutting. It is a Scripture Word, 
but'Metaphorical. A Key is uſed in reſpe& 


of ſpiritual Knowledge, or in reſpect of Pow: 'þ 
er... In reſpect of Knowledge, Luke 11.52. 1n || ++ 


this reſpect Perer had the Key of the King- || 1c 
dom of Heaven committed to him as an A- | 6, 
poſtle, as is ſpoxen by our Saviour, Adar. 16, || 
Ig. Being the firſt Apoſtle inſtructed by God |. 
to-open the door for preaching the Goſpel |} | 
unto the Gentiles, A.10. But this Key, tho' || y 
firſt turned in exerciſe by Perer, was given || x 
to the reſt of the Apoſtles at the ſame time, || * 
and with them toall faithful Miniſters. There 
is another Key of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Which is in the Church of the Goſpel, viz. 
The Key of Power, which is either of Supream 
Church-power,and is the Power of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt which is Soveralgn, Abſolute, II. 
: Legiſlative, and therefore called the Key of 
David, which he alone hath, Fev.3.7. And | 
_ thereis the Key of ſubordinate Power which | 
is delegated by Chriſt unto his Church, and 'F* 
therefore given by Chriſt unto Perer, and the F- 
reſt of the Diſciples,as his aſſociated Church F 
on Earth; to which he himſelf was Paſtor, 
E. andtowhichhe adminiſtred as ſuch the Lords _ 
=” Supper. The twelve Apoſtles had this Key 
=  -given them as ſuch, in chat for their times 
© they had all Church Power committed .un- 2? 
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'there being none'in Succeſſion unto/ them; © 


nota hand'to 'make aſe of it- 
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to "_ dide exercife irasocoatinh reuiradt; DE « 
as to-Conſtitution'of Officers, receiving; dif-- 2 
riffing or excommunicating members. 'Bue”  ' 


this Key of Power can be found no where- © | 
lodged but ina particular Congregation built 
on the Faith which" Perer'in 'the Name of 
the reſt profeſſed; - Mar. 16. 19. | 
Phil. But the'great Queſtion i is where the 
Power of the Keys lyes in a particular Cons 
pregatioh, whether in the Fraternity, Or 10 
the Elderſhip P. 4 
Chrift. I call the decifive Church. Power © | 
the Key, and fay it lyes in the Majority, as 4 
4n all Societies that ariſe by mutual 'Conſent-. . 
or Agreement. But I diſtinguiſh berweem-: 7 
ha Keys and the-»ianagement of them,” for" 
a Key-is dead; and opens no door if there-be +: 
So that in wig 4 
Organized Chureh, the orderly managing 855 1 
and making uſe of the Churches Power lyeth 


'- ganized, they are guided by a common rule... 
10g all means to?” 

procure their well being, they a& wore Kar X 

- mon conſent, as'they came t 1 : al 

@ Name of Chriſt, till they-be oye Or zank-” T 

rt with Officers: - -And therefore they ac 

mt 4 members or excotnmunicate,if-neceſl 
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Peer ofthe Officers in management ofthis [ 
Key, which-is:the decifive Power. Hence I Þ 
diſtinguiſh betweena Churches acting pro ze- 
ceſſitate, 'and-pro regula ordins. 

Phil. What part have-the ruling Elders, 
2iz.. the Paſtor if there be no more, .or if 
there be, the ruling Presbyters that take . 
part with him, as afliſtants 1n admittipg of | 
a Member, | 

Chriſt. .The Elder or Elders work is,1.To 

ſpeak with:the party that defires admuſſion, 


-xure deliberation cauſe-the deciſive Vote of ! 


--xeceived-or rejected. If received, the Elder | 
+ - declarestheſcnce of the Church, and doth | 
E Þ.:Golemnly in the Name of the Lord Jeſus 8 
3 :zChriſt, _ the Church, enter into a mutu- Þ 


24 
- Now are herernow to give up your ſelf, and Chil- + 
* cd (if: hebath any,) to the Lord, and this 


Y g Iowa alnae 1n, and with this Church in - 


=? ir hand order of the Goſpel,ſ1 ubmitting ſs 
_ 0 Fr watch, of. the ſe ame, and promiſe. t0 brin: 4 
- vs z _ t0 ohe Ordinances 3.4 ohe Church 
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ing is, wy the perro ” 


propound him to the Church, and upon ma-. | - 
he Church to paſs upon him. Whereby he is Þ 


al obligation-with the aid. Member, ſaying; 


Congregation, promiſing (as Chriſt ſtall help you) IF 


o/pet Converſation, according to. the rules of 4 ( > 
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41 f- in Lond; ; Likewiſe — F do inthe Nam® ” © 
of Chriſt andthis Congregation give you the right | 
hand of fellowſhip, and receive you in the Lord, 
promiſing to perform all the duties toward you © 
that are required of us.in order to your Edifica- " 
tion, as Chriſt ſhall enable us- . 

@ | Phil Hath an Elder no more part in the 

decifive Power by Vote than an ordinary 

8 © Brother? 

'F _-Chrif, Though the Elders Judgment is 
uſgally-hearkened to, and {ways many times 
much with the Congregation,giving light un- : 
to them from the Word, yet when a matter 
comes by Vote to be determined, his Vote 
. but ſingle as another Brothers, and there- 

. fore we fay this Key of deciſive power is 1 7? 
the Fraternity, though the orderly manage» -_ © 
meat thereof, and authoritative declaration © 
thereof in the Name of Chriſt belongerh, 1, WE, 
the Elder. 2 

Phil. In what other Caſes is this Key mad 2 

uſe of ? "4 
* Cbrift. In letting, ſhutting out, and ye 

.1ng out of Members. 1, In Letting out, of mY 

tranſlating Members from one Church to-a-- 

nother, when upon good reaſons a ogy 3 

Member defires ro change.-his or her Com 4 3 

«union, and asketh a Diſmiſſion, . it isgr _ *c 
*: * the ſuffrage of the Ln ap 0) oving .- 
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7” "Phil ale any'Scr ipture tn for TR 
F FE En may not a Church Member not _ 
” chargeable with any ſcandalous: Sin go away 
” roanother Church without a Diſmiſſion 2 
F- ;._ Chriſ. No! For it will cauſe: Confuſion 
E - in the Churches, and God is the God of Order, 
E and not Con uſion, as in all the Churches of the 
-- * Saints. Belides;it's contrary to the Nature of 
© ſuch Societies, and the pligarine tp by which 
the Members ſtand mutually bound toge- 
> therin one Body. And Chriſt hath provided 
y - as well the orderly departure as ſtay of 
_ Church Members. - The word «wirnw uſed, 
« Rom. 16.1. ſhould be rendred ſtatus, conſtituo 
in cetu vohiſcum, | diſmiſs to you, for: tho' 
our tranſlators reader it, I recommend, yet 


=. it ſhould more rightly be rendred, I diſmiſs 
= or place-in Church fellowſhip with you; and 
fo all the Apoſtle ſpeaks afterward, are 
- terms ofa diſmiſſion. Theſe Pazl. needs not. - 
-- pb ing an Apoſtle,” and having had a 
> i 


a of his Apoſtleſhip among them, =- 

 . nai inn are commendatory Letters with 

> -Dilmiflion,: 2 Cor. 3. 2; 

| Þ -* Phil. What then are your Letters of Re- 
-* commendation - 

4 "St A Letter of Recommendation.is 


2 Certificate under the hand of an Oth-g -Y F 


pu x that this or that Brother or Siler wa 
3 Fe a Conpreprigh. 
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Manat” and as &, that. 
1 when any Þrother 0 or Siſter comes to other ® 
+ Churches in their travels, they m ay. 20 
$ no ſcruple to receive them to occational. S 
' tranſient Communion, but transfers not any 
as Members to another Congregation. 
Phil. How is the Key uſed for Excluſion 
of a- Member > .- '3 
Chriſt. A Church Member is excluded or A 
& putout of Communion by Himſelf or by the _ Þ 
'F Church, and either amounts to Excommunt- 
| 8 cation, for Excommunication is the putting one 2 
* out of the Communion of a particular Congrega- A 4 
tion; which is done when a Member: doth - 
1- diſorderly withdraw and divide himſelf from 7 
+ & the Church Communion, obſtinately ny 2 
I - fing to be reduced to his Pee: and duty in 
the ſaid\Church. This is an uſurpation of £ 
Key of Power, and ſeparating of on ER d* 
I call it 1ndire# Excommunication, bee uſe. 43. 
he divides himſelf violently- and ſchiſmat B TT 
cally; upon which the Church is to reaſſame” 
the Key and ſhur the. door of Communighy | 2 
3 upon him, either by a direff Excommunicats= "ng 
$. -- which is the regular way, and may be ju- 
& titted from exprels places of Scripture, ſuch. 3 


KY 


+BY. as: or. 16, 17, 18, Or elle if this may 
= I ine will not be born; orgy 0 
She's Eby the decifive Power of the 
,And de oh Tat ſuch. ja one harh fi 


8: oo r . laraictge of the Cece: 1 

8 from! of manor be' looked upon as 

3 Becleſtaſtically felo de ſe, and one cut off from } ©; 

* the Communion of the Churches of Chriſt ; 

>. being ſeparated from that Congregation to 

I -- Which he did belong. -For he that challeng- : 

* eth Communion with other Churches, can 

- do it but as a Member of one particular 7 Þ 

Church, from which being divided by his 

aR, , having diſclaimed it,and ſecluded,there- 

upon by the at of the Church, he is doubly F 
I 
L 
| 
| 


,excommunicate, and hath no ground to 
K5ap right of Communion any where : but 

- 82s a dead branch cut off, a Tree twice dead 

# (in reſped& of his viſible 'Church-ftanding) 
þ and plucked np by the roots, 

"2 Pbil.lam glad tounderſtand that in the way 
4 ; : S. 'of Church diſcipline you do profes to, there 
- $2regular way of proceeding to curb. ſuch 
- End of diſturbers of Churches, for it's eaſter 
to correct thoſe who are chargeable with 

>  Fearndal.For ſuch make parties,divideChurch- 
-e$,- and depart from their Communion bid- 
b © ding defiance to all Rule and Government, 
+ and that out of a pretence of Conſcience. 
Dy ye way you ſpeak of,v-ould tend much 4 
-the humbling ſuch proud and prejudiced | - 
eflors, who under pretence of by = > 
"* '% Ve not the Lore Je ys, heir... 


Dy Earth. > the, u wel, 


Elders will countenance, aberr and receive . ' 
- | them, as I have known ſomedo; © 27 
Chrift. I muſt acknowledge it, to our 2 


reat ſorrow and ſhame, thart is, of ſome E1- 
ers and Churches, thar will be ſtill raking 
e with the offenders, and cenſured Mem- 
hers of other Churches, and have no* Con- 
ſcience of the violation of the Communion 
of Charches,but there is not many of them. 
-It cannot be expected, bur as a a great - 
ny di rpeages fome will be diſorderly and 
_—y ſo among many Churches ſome wil 3 
that nature, and become Common- » © 7 
ſhores for Mammon ſake, to all lawleſs un- | 
governable Members of other Congrega®”* 
tions. But a licele more of -chis when w 
come to ſpeak of the Communion < « 
Churches. EISEY 
Phil. What is that which you call dir Fry | AW5 of 
Excommunic ation ? ©  $E-Y 
Chriſt. It is when the Church by 1 irs det Fy ; 
five power adjudgeth a perſon-an impenicent | 
obſtinate offender, or groſly ſcandalous” "A 
layeth him under a ſentence of Excc un i F AX 
4 nication. WE. 
2 b, Phil. What Rules are they cop oceed*.: 
: JD gJs in Watt cale? mn | 
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” —  * Chrif.- There are two'iſorts of Offences 
”  tobeproceeded-upon,-and. accordingly are 
"the Rules of proceeding. 1. Caſes of leſs | M 
hainous nature, and privately committed, as || S; 
one Brother's {inning againſt another in ly- || { 
ing, defrauding, purloining, &c. and fo fins |: C 
nor-publickly known, not being fo criminal | t: 
and hainous. In this kind .of offences Chriſt Þ ir 
bath laid us down the degrees of proceed- ||| is 
ing, and if at laſt he is nor convinced of his | c: 
fin, when the Church adjudgeth' there is 
abundant ground of conviction laid before || c 
him, it is to proceed to cenſure, and he | t 
{ 15 to be looked upon as a Heathen or Pub- 
- lican, that hath no right to Church-privi- | 
 _ Tedges. 2, There are ſome fins hainous, | :z 
.-more - criminal, publickly committed and }| | 
known to the World, ſuch as Blaſphemy, || 
Drunkennefs, Whoredom, Perjury, &c. | « 
F - Theſe fins are not to be dallied with |} : 
> in a gradual way of proceeding, for they | 
-. *-g0 before the ſinner to Judgment, and 
F - "Auch are immediately to be proceeded 
L +» aagainſt ro Excommyunication. 1. Becauſe it 
- *was ſo practiſed in the caſe of the inceftuous }. 
- . perſon by the command of the Apoſtle, 
& I Cor. 5. 2. It is requiſite it ſhould:be ſo for. |} 
@=the vindication of the honour of Chriſt and Þ 
is-Church before-the' World. 3. That 
atever pretences there are of preſent re- 
" SI - oo -£ mM oy , Ln 
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morſe, 'it is not' meet {uch/ a perfon ſhould*;* 
be permitted'to abide an. actual * Church "7 
Member under the reproach of ſuch-a 7 
Sin, without ſuffering” the utmoſt cenſure, _* 


% 


OA 


ſo. long time as isrequiſite to fatisfie the - *® 

Church of the dueneſs of his remorſe' and © * 7 
truth of his repentance. The dealing with the + * 
inceſtuous ' perſon after Excommunication,  -* 
is a rule to Churches to walk by in the like © ® 

; | caſes. | 

_ Phil. Thereceiving in,of an Excommuni= 

8 cated perſon upon due Repentancezis alſo b 
the deciſive power of the Church. Wo. 

Chriſt. It is ſo, for'it is the ſame Key - * 

.that opens to caſt out and ſhut the Door, + 73 
and therefore muſt open it again;to let in the 
Penitent Sinner upon his Repentance. 

Phil. For what Sins 1s a perſon to be Ex- 

' communicated ? Some of your perſuaſion ſay  : 
not for any but hainous crimes, ſuch as the: $ 
light of Nature condemns, as Murther, Adul- * 
tery, Theft, Blaſphemy. - And the Acts of = 
thoſe ſins muſt be clearly proved too, any... * 
{ſcandalous actions leading to theſe fins, wilt; # 

. not bear the dreadful ſenterice of Excome "7 

# munication - As for example, words of 7 
$ threatning and revenge, and actions mani. *. 7 

$F feltly ſuch, laſcivious carriages, keeping r= 

3 and wicked company, purloyning, over 
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& reaching, cheating,equivocating, lyingagl 
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Are _not fins wich them'to be excommuni-. 
= cared for, nor any fins of omiſhon. As for. 
" example, never to pray ina family, or read 
E. the Word,&c- nor for great errours. | 
E- Chriſt. | muft confeſs I have much won- 
=  * dred upon what grounds ſome men fpeak 
- and'write in this caſe. But I find ic moſtly. 
wasthoſe that prudentially made this plea 
20 evaſion to. excuſe themſelves from-the 
— exerciſing of any cenſure upon any Church- 
-- Member, eſpecially from queſtioning and 
- dealing with any rich and honourable for 
any fin. | For Paſtors are hereby pretty well 
# fecured upon this account from this trouble, 
=» fo long as there is none to be excommunt- |* 
- cated, bur ſuch as are burnt inthe Hand at J,, 
the Old Baily, or whipt at the Carts Tail, 
or condemn'd to be Hang'd at 73b«r». But 
we have not this limitation from the Spirit 
- of God, but from corrupt man, for there is 7 
| no fin ſpecified, Mar--18. yea any manifeſt || & 
- Mis {oppoſed by that text to be cauſe.e- |; 
--  nongh of Excommunication, if a manifeſt Þ ( 
- >..impenicency be found in the offender, and } .. 
{© he be not by any due means tobe reduced 
E and brought to a fight and fenfe of the fin 
the is charged with, and there is. ſufficient 
proof ofit. As for fins of ordinary infirmi- Þ 
xy they are watched againſt to be: correted ÞF. 
= Dy the brotherly admonitions of, others and 
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frequently bewail'd by our ſelves, Vile WE | 
Imade the cauſes of Church cenſeres. ©... ; | "1 
| ?bil. In cafe one come under the cenſare 
Jof Excommunication, in what form and 
manner is it uſually denounced in 'your 
IChurches ? 

Chriſt. In the very Words, which the A- 
poſtle Paul commanded the Corinthians tor 
Excommunicate the Inceſtuous Perſon - 
I Cor. 5. 

1 Phil. Is not that a dreadful curſe to deli- 
? ver one to Satan for the Deſtruction of the 

* {fleth, &c. Ipray what doth theſe words im- 
d | 

i 


rt e 
Chriſt. The Sentence 1s very terrible and 

; awful, but it's for a good and defirable end, 
> Nviz. The recovery of a Sinner from Sin,and © 6 
. ſaving his Soul, the words which you men-, ** 3 
- Ftion are of marvellous ſpiricual fignification.” |. 
| To deliver over to Satan is as muchas our... 4 
* | Saviour (by whoſe Spirit the Apoſtle enjoyns "#4 T 
' I theuſe of this word) exprefleth, 4r.18: that: .* 2 
1 ſuch an one ſhould be accounted as an ex-. -. 
communicate Perſon was by the Church of +: £1 
the Fews, or as one out of thar Churches Ny 

| Communion, viz. An Heathen,or Dogg Pp 

Þ for fach the: Fews would 'not eat with, 

'$ condemned{our Saviour for ſo doing. Thei 
= but two Kingdomsin the World;Chi iſ 
Far png, who i is called ths Prince 
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ment 3 and with ſuch Chriſt can hzve no 
concord in his -Church, 2 Cor. 6. 15. And 
therefore ro be put out of the Viſible Church 
as 4 Child of Diſobedience,an incorrigible per- 
ſon, hardened in fin, and to be returned 
into the World as one that hath no right 
the Childrens Bread : And this is to bea means 
to huimole him, and bring him to ſhame and 
godly ſorrow, fo that his fleſh (a Goſpel ex- 
.prefſion for fin, which is corrupt affe&tions 
and luſts) may be deſtroyed, and that his 
Soul may be ſaved in che day of Chriſt. And 


the conſequent behaviour required towaras | 


{ach an one abundantly ſhews it, that inti- 


macy- of familiarity is not to be kept with: 


Him, x Cor. 5. 11. And that ſuch a Perſon is 


- "to be put away from Communion in this 
-* -manaer, as to all ſacred things peculiar to 


-the Church, ver. 13. And what doth the 


-— Apoſtle intend, 2 Theſ: 3. 14. but the Ex- 
E - communication of one that is «-r«ly, that he 
 - - may be athamed; for it is ſetting a mark |. 
- --gpon him that others may withdraw from Þ 
»  Hhimto' his great ſhame, but yet. ver. 15. to 
> make all opportunities to admoniſh him in- 
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to his recovery. 


orld, that ruleth in the Children of difobel| 
dence, 1.e, the Sons of Belial, men that willl- 
not come under the yoke of Chriſts Govern-# 


Pl. What rules are to be obſeryed in; 


ens 

©,  " 
we, 
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;.3che Denunciation of this ſolemn Sentence?” 
Chriſt. All the rules of Chriſt according 7 
to the Nature of the offence being private; -* 
or publick, ought to be obſerved, that all 
ng due deliberation be uſed, and tenderneſsro- 
ch wards the offending Brother,before the caſe. 
| be put to-the ſuffrage ofthe Church. That © 
gf being paſſed, and the Offender convi& 
as guilty, and ripe forcenſure, the fin is 
to be laid open with all'the aggravations 
{| thereof. Then the nature of the Sentence, and 
the true end and intent thereof ſhewed. So-! 
lemn Prayer is to be made by way of Hu- + 7 
| miliation to the Church, and Supplication,.. - 3 
| for the Conviction, Repentance, and Hu-? 2 
miliation of the Sinner,” that the Ordinance ©. 2? 
| may- obtain it's true and beſt effect upoh®© 2 
him.Laſtly,The Sentence is to be denounced ©... 
ſolemnly in the Name of Chriſt, by a ruling® 7 
Elder, if any, if none, by the Paſtor ; and'% : 
then the Ordinance is. to be concluded with=® -# 
Prayer of Gods bleſſing of it unto the Sing 
ner, for his returns and for the Church, that *%- * 
God would preſerve it from Impurities, A837 
poſtacies and Decays in Grace, and that the”. 
fall of chis Brother may be a warning Ex-" 3 
FJ awple, that He that ſtands do take heed le 7 
2 + fat. | ES 
3 2%. Is there not a lefler Excommungga 7 
tion; which an offending Brother may her 
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E. ed wich iy 07a you — ro this great an | 
E tremendous one ? 
>. - Chrif. There is with ſome, that whi | 
-— they call Suſpenſion, but I know no ground 
” for it from the word, for a man thar is af 
adult Member hath right to all Ordinan 
ces, or not, and right he hath tall, till h 
be duely convict, and ſentence paſſed upon 
him. And1 know no Power that any Church 
or Officer hath to debar him from any.Orgi 
nance of Church Communion, till he be ex: 
.£laded judicially in the Name of Chriſt. 
Yhijl. You are ready to receive anExcom: 
municate Perſon again upon credible mani- 
- feſtation of his Repentance. 
Chriſt. There ought to be great readineſs 
-£0 receive a repentiag and returning Sinner] 
. .withall Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, and Com- 
# . \milcration, but with a due regard to the Ho- 
- nour of Chriſt, his Church and Ordinance, | 
of LO endeavour to get as much ſatisfaction as 
*zrnay be, concerning the Truth and Sincerity, 
-' -of his profeſſed Repentance, not only by . 
X manifeſted remorſe, but in ſome Caſes byÞ -: 
 *®Zexperienced Reformation. 
1 ' Phil, You were ſaying that one that is an 
unjuſt divider from the Communion of the F,” 
Lb arch. ought to be excommunicatedþy aF . 
FP EPO anigates: | 
F. 1 do verily believe it's hes mind; 
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and will of Chriſt, and though i } -Ch 2 chi 
es, that are now. but in a-declining ſtate. ag 
- ro matters of Order, will not receive it,yet 
4 Churches have practiſed it ; and whenever 7? 
2g the Churches flourith they wall practiſe it. 
nf My Reaſons are briefly, 1. That it is Schiſm 
4 of che higheſt nature, being the actual divi- 
onf ding of a particulat-Congregation; and there 
chi is no other. Schiſm ſpoken of in Scripture s 
{i chat in the Church of Corinth was but Facti- 
x ons tending to this Diviſion, elſe the Apo- 
ſtle would have [given command to excom- -# 
n-4 municate the cauſers thereof, as well as che ** 
1-08 .inceſtnous Perion. For the contentions and. © -* 
FS Actions that had a tendency thereto they” 
1 were highly rebuked, 1 Cor. 1. 11, 12. cb... 
rf 3.3. 1 Cor, xI- 18.. 2. What wayis for mar- 
fs .and withdrawing from a-Perſon, but +. 4 
>| rhe Sentence of Excommunication? Rom. 16; 2; 
| 17. 1The/.5-14. 2 Theſ. 3. 14. 3-It'sameſt. 
$|] ſcandalous Sin to Jew, Genrile, and Church * 
vil, of Chriſtznothing ſtains the Honour of Cheat” * 
78 more in the Congregation. 4- It's a root. offs, *? 
/ | bitterneſs that infects many,and ought robe.” 3 
placked up by cenſure,if it cannot be cured,” 4 
1# #Heb.12.15. 5, To excommunicate ſuch a” = 
,” perſon isno wrong, becauſe he hath excome4 Þ 


& .municated himſelf, he hath but whagher 3 
{ought after,and bath done. 6, It's fit ſughiames: 
{ one ſhould be excommunicated judugiai > 
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; ontribution.” | 
F FR cal es - he «hath by uſurpation excommuni.. 
=” arcd himſelf and the Church: 7. It's plain 
© Its fin and ſuch'an one wherein he heareth: 
E - not the Chorth, and therefore to be made 
”, 2san Heathen and Publican.' 8. Ir's a groſs! 
2 breach of his Covenant ar entrance into 
Church Communion. 
; Phil. Speak ſomething now of the fifth 
Head of Oetiances, which 1s Contribution 
--. + tothe ſupport of Ordinances, Miniſtry, and 
= the neceſſity of the Saints. £ 
= © Chrift. Contribution on theſe accounts are. | 
- manifeſtly the Office charge of the Dea- 
EF” cons, to call the Church to it's Duty in this 
> kind, and to take care for the faithful diſtri- 
g: burion of all Collections of this Nature, and 
”. T0 give account thereof tothe Church. They 
Z Kh herein the Churches Stewards, its fully 
nanifeſt from the firſt inſtitution of that Of- 
ce, 4-6. and by their neceſlary qualifi- 
*=cations ſpoken of, 1 73». 3. 8. Now the'rea- 
3 on of is Office and Ordinance, is not-on- Þ 
© ly" the Goſpel Tnſticution, which from the Y 
TE. forementioned are without diſpute, 
> batfrom the Nature of che_Church ws 
{ _ ie (elf Nd Societies, if but civil,can be ſup-: 
ported accordinz to their Nacure withoue | 
wee, and chere are many charges neceſli- | 
'x aired to ſupport a Church Society, foi 3 
try "mult be mainraun 1 TC a9 H, 
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$70; 115 12..1 Tim's: 17, 16 6. 6. Luke © 
I 10. 4. Likewiſe there is charges aS to places - 3 
J for-che Church to aſſemble and meer in. The © 


f of ordinary Houſes, 48. I. 13, *noxv is 73 


28: 30,31. The Churches were at the charge 
: of hiring places ro meet in, and ſo have been 


- ſements for cthe:Lords Table, whichare mat- 


Þ fideration of each Church,as may be moſt a; # Þ 


# firſt day of the-week, when the Church/aG%,, 3 
| ſemblerh, is a ſuirable and meet time for Jt.” 
- As for the adminiſtration of other Ordinan-" =; 


4 one is bound in Conſcience to give to all. 
& ſuch occaſions of Contribution, ime. :. 
FF t0 rime, as God hath proſpered him, ind the /- 
© manner ſpecified : - og 
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PrimiciveChurches aſſembled in-upper rooms 
waSor;they went upinto an upper room. And- 
Paul preached in his own hired houſe, . 4&. 


ever-fince the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Reli- 
i0n, they are built ,or hired. There are E-- 


ter of charge. There are the Poor to be ſup- 

ported and relieved-And that it was the pra- 

ctice of the Churches to have frequent Col- 
lections, for theſe ends and purpoſes is be- * 
yond all diſpute; 2 Cor. 9.1. 1 Cor. 16. I, 2," ©? 
The time 2nd manner for making theſe Coi-- 4 2 
lectionsſeems to be left'to the prudent Con-. #3 


propavie ro it's circumſtances, though -Paxf# +1 
eems to intimate to the Corinthians that the” > 
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es of Chriſt, and the proportion that every. 
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Y BY OP bil. Yon ſeem to add one "thing more tom: 
'be-obſerved and- practiſed in Churches, as as 
an. Ordinance me Chriſtfor Edification, the th; 
frequent aſſembling of the Church for Pray- Iw: 
_ Er, and Conference. Tan 
Chriſt. Whatever may have a mnaife(?; on 
" Ondbrey to Bdification is/undoubtedly re- {fp 
ired, and is tobe practiſed ina Church of | 
rift. This aſſembling of the Church all eo- 
— Ever or in parts, -or neighbourhoods doth }. 
undotbtedly-do ſo; and-if there- were no I 
other place of Scripture to be pleaded for it, Þ} «& 
that isenough coencourageit; 241. 3:16,17. | 
Bur the Apoſtle ſeems, "#6. 10. 24,25. to Þ © 
-lay-frequent aſſemblings in this kind,asa greit 
23 charge upon the Churctiesof Chriſt. And we } 
© find that there was a practice of this nature {| 7 
Þ: 5 2 > frequent i in the Primitive Charches; when {| 
” = Brethren ſpake by way- of Exhotcation"in Þ 
4 _ Conference 'ohe with another, and it'wds Þ 
T "3 Gl led propheſying, I Cor, 1 & 4, 5- And C3 
þ if Plain thatir vas but ſpeaking and pray+ 
LN in this manner of the Brethren, for' the Þ 
I _* edifying of the Cliurch 3 and to this practice 
Wo” © th the Apoſtles diſcourſe, 'T Cor.11.2, 3. A, 3 
F A _ plainlyto look- :\ 1, 
LT  How-were thoſe, Hp for Ons 7 
or murca} Edifeation managed 364. 
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as 2s it was before that - Apoſtle © corrected * 
ic Jthat diſorder, 1Cor. 14. 29.) But theregular _ 
y- | way of carrying it on is that one ſpeak atonce, 
-Jand the reſt judge,viz. That a pradtical queſti-' 
ſt. 4 on be propounded,and two or three os more ; 
- I ſpeak briefly in an{wer thereto one after ano. 4 
f Þ cher; 8 ifthar an Officer ſhould be there, or. * 9 
one appointed in chief to Judge, 6 to review” , 
the Confonancy to Truth of what is ſpoken 
then. Let others ſabmit thereto according'to_ 
| [the light brought, x Cor. 14.30. 
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I C19 A P. 'VH. Of Communion of Churches. Ee, J 


'& Phil. JE the Supream Juriſdiction Fccleſia-; 5 S. 3 
| | ftical in every particular Congrega-"7 * 
# tion? Is there none Superiour to appeal to, 0 
I Epiſcopal or Clafſhical ? 4 F. 
$ C©Cbrif. None buc Chriſt himſelf. For al "UN. 
| | x Churches are coordinate in Power one wil B 4 
& another, nextly and immediately r 
E Chriſt ; neither bath Chriſt conſtigates' 
& Officers with Apoſtolick:Power- over i " : 
ins *; 8 - Fs 
Lt. por when if Inorrop of aiflicuit calf 
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= .Chrft. There are two ſorts: of thingy. 
E> wherein matters of. Controverſie do uſu}. 
# - allylye, r. There may be a caſe is Thef 
” wWhich'to underſtand the Mind of God cl 
EZ _ yin, isof great concernment to the Church 
* and if the Paſtor and other Officers cannof tt 
ſufficiently (atisfie the Mind of the Brethren] 
then it's requiſite to conſult other Churchey. 
and Elders; who when they give theiff 
Judgment in the Caſe, it is no further bind} 
ing, than it carries the light of Truth with it] 
for no Elders can impoſeany rule of practice 
upon the Churches: and their Judgment 
3 hath no-more force than Miniſterial; fo 
Þ> - as carrying the Authority of Chriſt in his de 
A claredMind and Will.Here then it's very ne 
- —— ceſſary andrequiſtte, that in matters of great] 
E > er and weightier concern other Churches] 
# = ſhould be acquainted and confulted. Other 
.. *-things are referrible all ro matter of fat in} 
 - © elections, admifhons, tranſlations, and ex-f 
> > cluftons And here the Churchis the ſupream}. 
- = Jadge, and none to be appealed ro. Why 
++ ſhould nor a Church of Chriſt be as able tof 
- = Jyadge in any caſe of this Nature, as well as 
- 2@ Jury in Civil Aﬀairs to whoſe - Judgment, 
Late. matter of fact our Lives and Eſtates areÞ} 
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dation to proceed upon.in matter. of £ VP 


def- 
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whereupon the binding and loofing yes in 


themſelves. 
Phils What if a Member or Minor part 


hel. of 2 Church think themſelves wronged up- 


9. on the ſuppoſed irregular proceedings of the: 
| Majority ? oj 
ith Chriſt. He or they may complain to-ano- 4 
ther Church. That Church is co hear what - 3 
the Siſter Church faith in vindication, If ic 3 : 
fatisfhe not, nor is convinced of it's error, 
then another Church (3. e. the Elders with: }. 
Meſſengers thereof) to deal with the offend- .. i 
4 ing Church. And ifit hear nor, then the caſe 
| is to be brought before the vicinity nw Fi 
Churches. - All which finding this Church”; *; : 
- juſtly chargeable with fin, and incorrigible ® 3 
. therein, agree to declare Non- communion-+ 
- with it, which is virtually an Excommuni=. 7 
4 cation,for the rule of Churches dealing: with _ 
| each others is of the ſame nature,as that, Adar. py 
F 18.wherearule is laid down byour Saviou ar * 
-- for . the orderly proceeding of one Charc re cf gp 
| Member with another. 008” 
. Phil. What if an Elder fall under. @ f 
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ic Rok is in ap Church as to Officers, who are 
| Brethren, as well as toothers,and the manner 
"of: ner is the ſame; but an accuſation | 
againſt an Elder is not preſently to be recei- 
ved, it muſt be clearly evidenced by two or 
# three Wirneſſes. Again,in ſuch cafes it's good 
- for the Church to proceed with the advice 
| _ and approbation(if poſſible) of other Neigh- 
bouring Churches and Elders. 
Phil. Wherein conſiſts the practical part 
of Communion of Churches ? 
 Chriſe,' 1. A concurrence in principles of 
Faith and Order. 2. In givingeach other 
the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. As, 1. In 
receiving each others Members unto tranfi- 
E ent Communion, -as due occaſion requires. 
- 2. Indiſmiſſing Members to each others, or 
P.. receiving Members orderly diſmiſſed. 3. In 
&: refuſal to admit ſuch ro Communion, which : 
- - are under the cenſure of another Church or | 
| ÞAMiforderly withdrawn from , fignification 8 
| being made thereof. 3. There | is Com- 
# -munion of Churches in mutual 'advice and. ' 
: © counſel, which ſhould be maintained oy 
= Elders frequent aſſembling: and ceting © 
IT ea = for this end and' purpoſe. 4. By. * 
$f, Res with each others Poverty and I 
5 "AMiE Rlic 01 ns, poll relieving and ſupporting 45 
- mach as poflible dar? wt cus. King 
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| Ang & FP 7 isaC | 90-40 giving a 6 GE | 
e | ceiving, -as.the Apoſtle cal: [64 11.62 9g 2 OP 
Phil, Is there not NY 00 OI zarch- - 
es inthe office power-of the Elders,v; @nfor 
one Paſtor toadminiſter the Lords Supper 1a 
another, and for the Elders of one-or more 
Congregations to ordain Elders in another. 
Chriſt, Officers-have a peculiar-relation $0 
the Society-that hath- called them; and there 
only they are ſuch, and that fociety only can 
t | conſtitute and ordain them, and-there only 
they. can exerciſe their particular | Office 
f | charge. As a Paſtor can adminiſter the Lords *? 
- | Supper only inthe Church co which he is 
| | overſeer; neither the ruling Elder can go- 
'vern, nor the Deacon hath power to diftri- 
bute any where bur where he'is a Deacon,or 
hath that Office charge committed to him, ... 
'for if the Officer of one Church were thereby.” 
made an indefiniteOfficer toall,it would ſoon-- 
bring confuſion to all, and the Elders of one- 
Church might excommunicate1n another. = 
Phil. I thank you Sir ,for this brief account... © 
you have given me of) your. Church Order; 1 1 
As for theOrdinances of Chriſts io ſticutg _ 
|. thinkall reformed Churches own them more 
3 / or leſs, and the Romaniſts thomſelven 
& their way, though with innumerable $ 
I poE and Idolatrous additions. Anda 


"the C Del Officers To infiſt 
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4 there 1s ſomething analogons to- them | 
>” remaining in our parochial Churches, which | 
* hath been handed down from the primitive 
”. "Practice through Antichriſtian 'Darknelſs: 
E Asinſ{omeofourPariſhes we have the Parſon 
|. as Paſtor, the Afliſtant in Preaching. as the 
* © Teacher, the Church Wardens as ruling El- 
ders, the overlſeers of the Poor as Deacons. | 
and though theſe labour under many © abuſes 
- now, andirregularities byPopith corruprions, 
yet it ſhews that theſe are the Officers that 
do fully anſwer the neceſſity of a Chriſti- 
an Congregation, andthat if it be large none 
of them can well be ſpared. 
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= Chap. VII. Of Letters of Commendation and 
E-..  Diſcommendation. 

E » Phil. B Eforewe break up thisconference, 
"=74 I pray inform me of the manner 
-- of tranſlating ofa Church Member from one 


——— 


 - 
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> "Churchto another. TI have heard ſome ſay 
there isno difference between Letters of re 
© =.commendation and of diſmifhion. '.. 

Chriſt. Thavetold you a Letter of recom- 'Þ 
= = mendation is but a Certificate under an El- } 
gers Band, that ſuch an one isa -Church 
Hember, and orderly walker, : in order ' to 
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| Church gets 2. " 500M 20! ordertot 44 "Art ._ 
ch | ing with a Member. 3: Irneed ris _— di- 
ve | rected ' to any particular Congregj arlon: -* 
ſs. | 4 When Members of each Congregation ©: 
On. Bs well known to one another, they I 
he | needleſs,as the Apoſtle faithof era 2 Cor : 3 
l- 3.1, 2, weneed not [45=lmss lhe A 
s. | ters of Commendarion to you ? 

5 Phil. I pray in what form dotha Leterof | 
S, Commendation run? 

t Chriſt. It may bein theſe or ſach like 1 
. words: 3 


To the Churches of Chriſt and their re-. 
{ſpective Elders, to whom theſe preſents, 
8p Il come, Grace, Mercy and Peace, &c. 3 

Ecing God by his Providence hath called this 
our Brother, A. B. tobe converſant in paces 

ces remote from us for 4 time, andthat be "may. © 

reapthe comfort of ChriſtianCommunion in G ſpe ? 

ſ Ordinances, in any places whither.be is lawful * 

| HIycalled,and where anyChurch of Chriſt « plan- © 

| red;by verrueof Communion of Churches, Theſe © 

are t0 certifie that this our Brother, A. B. Py 7; 

der no cenſure but in attual Communion with us, 

hath walked in all Chriſtian and HolyComverſati=”” 

07,45 becomes the Faith and Order of the Gof ele. 

3 79 the great honour of Chriſt ,and our rejoyel 

&.. $-b -4-n1 you need not doubt to. Hive. bin 

is Hons dS F, clowſvip 6a 


cart ire oy te ame We 
=: 
We ; 
. Paſtor. 


| EE Pb Is $not cient fr to tranſlate a 
7 / Member q "to + Eur Church, and make him 
© 401 Ad ber there? 
F. | WA Wo Tis makes him not a Mem- 
3 ber. of any one Church more than another. 
+2. Here the Church to which he belongs, 
ives up no right in him. Neither doth any 
- | zX act pals to that purpoſe, or is defired 
by him. The endof this, is bur! to be a 
= Teſtimonial to other Churches, that they 
1 may know him to be a Church Member,and 
3 oeneunder no cenſure but approved,and there- 
- Fore that no other Churches may ſcruple to 
þ Admit him to their Communion as occaſion 
« Sal require. 
+ Phil. Ipray then how do you write a diſ- 
Fain, ome diſmiſs Members but to no 
C 
&- - Chriſt. It may be wrote with theſe or ſuch 
Eo expreſſions, as the matter requires, . for 
 in'{omecaſes variation is required. 
© Phil. What are thoſe caſes ? | 
2 a I will tell you. ' Some diſmiffions. 
cannot be wrote with ſo great commendati- 
+. 00, , 25 others may, ſome departing Members + 
Seiving conſiderable cauſe of offence in their , 
p os : ge ES, coward the Church and. Made FF” 
and in Of ys ae * 
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Phil. How po you 
commendation ? _ I; 

Chriſt. A diſmiſion with « com un mends a_ | 
n may be after this manner, and it muſt 
rected to a particular Church. _ : 


he LN ES 


| 

. To the Church of Chriſt [in ſuch a tg. B 
> | to whichthe Reverend Mr. Z. P.'is Be: "= 
| F ſtor, Grace, Mercy, &c. «x 


Dearly beloved in the Lord, 


V Hereas F. D. 4 Brother in fellowſhi ; 
mith us,hath walked in all ene, 
. ence and Holy Converſation, as becometh of. 
| Goſpel and hs profeſſion, continuing ſtedfaſtlym |. 
| attendance on all the Ordinances of Chriit in . E 
this Congregation, Andnow having conſulted us, 1 
and given us reaſons why he apprehends it his du>* 
ty to ak bis diſmiſſion: Which reaſons being duel "4 
conſ ddered by us, and approved as ſatisfattory. : 
we think it 10 leſs our duty to grant his ſaid tes. 
queſt, and do hereby diſmiſs him unto you, dif=" 
charging him from his nearer relation, andobs 
ligation unto us, and commit him to your real ro 
ticular watch and care, deſiring you r0 receive”; 
him in the Lerd, and that you will be every 
helpful to him, to promete his cdfccrin 
\  comfoit. For which Spiritual ends, we con 
L104, and him wjth.you, to the word of has iG he | 
"IF; PH 0.5 ee pom Hens _"_ $/4 WA | 


5 Nt 


*"*" *herit ange 40 D rhas: are aſS rr 

- 20 aſcribed by oo pars tha in the name 

Ez" - of the Charch of Chriſt, 4t-X. by 
A. N. Paſtor. 

"Pb. But what kind of diſmiſſion can you 

' or without commendation? _ 

- Chriſe. There muft be ſome in every one, - 
bf --2nd charity allowsusto give ſome commen- | 
c ; _ to a Member that ſtands under very 
=  diffatisfaRory circumſtances, which we hope 
T- from his infirmity only, and there- 
- ſay thus much, That we hope he par- 
2 a of the free Grace of God in Chriſt, though 
3 " &t preſent labours under theſe or thoſe infirmities. 
S — though bus reaſons for his departure do na 

: way ſatisfie us, yer ſeeing he cannot be otherwiſe 
A c poſreded, we bave granted his diſmiſſion in or- 
der to bis contentment and our peace. But 1n- 
: dee ſmall or no commendation does in theſe 
for there is ſeldom any ſuch departer_ 
F' , bat che Paſtor of fomevther Church, 1s pre- 
bo wred for the-receiving him right or wrong, 
Fi F - commendation or without, yea with 
iimiſon or- without, for all is Fiſh that 

© iT =_ S co'Net with fome men. 

Yea they fay there are ſome Paſtors 
eceive Members that run away from 
: EG burches, alchough they be: aQually | 

ithar chey be under canſure, Do you C 
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Charke* concerning offending Members?” 
Chriſt. Yesthere 1s as much 0 or mo 7e rea-* 
ſon for it,than for a letter of commendat on. 
For as it concerns a Church to know who-it it.- 
admits to Communion, or rej fo it's re -4 
quiſite that a due Character be given by the? 
Church,to which the Member belongs. 
there is no particular Congregation, will < 
offer to receive a perſon into ſtated 
munion, at leaſt, without conſulting the - 
Church to which he belongs, mk it be 
| . ſuch a Church as favours too much ofan Ab. 
». gerine Spirit in Eccleſiaſtick affairs. 

Phil. Have you ſeen ever any Letters Di. 
commendatory ſent from one Church to ano- 
ther + Shew me if you have. 

Chriſt. Yes I can ſhew you one. And ach. 
a Letter need not be a Church at no mare 
than a bare Letter of Commendation. - It? 
|. may be done by an Elder -only, and h& - . 4 
4 bound by his Office to certifie unto other. 
+ Churches, what capacity a Member is "W ” 
whether under cenſure or no. For when @ ani. 
oftending Member is brought under the ge 
ſure ofa Church, other Churches'ought 
be acquainted with it, that they mayy 10k 
b. A. compar upon, and that he may | be alhay 
® pm by che Unanimous6 
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og - the | Cinirches of Chriſt, in particular 
- © tothat whereto S. T. is Paſtor. 


. EV T Hereas EF. F. hath been a Member of 


this our Congregation, and having fal- | 
len by « ſcandalous Sin, — or an offence for 
which he hath been duely preceeded with accord. | 
ing ro the rules of the Goſpel, biat remaining im- | 
TL 1s to our great grief and humiliation, 
F Ele brought under the dreadful Sentence of Ex- * | 
E . communication. — Or, Whereas F. B. hath for £4: 
3 fo long time withdrawn himſelf from the Commu- . | 
2 munion of. the Church of Chriſt in EF. whereof 
: D 'be was a Member, to the long diſtraftion, and 
$4 great grief thereof, and doth perſiſt in his with- 
©. drawment, notwithſtanding all due means, which 
at been uſed with all tenderneſs, patience and 
+ "© wdeſcention for the reclaiming of him from 
1 "3 ſaid diſorderly walking : And that you may 
70; 7 impoſed upon by ſuch an one, offering him- 
| E oo with you at the Lords Table, and _ 
bt Violation of the Communion of Churches 
be prevented, as well as the further barden-. 
pre. 0 fes er in fn; The are to ſignific ro | 
the {; pebte grin os falls | 
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dh GH 5 off the ie Goſpel 6 can be-mo.h 
allowed a juſt claim to Comma wal p. 
' Churches, \by vertue of | any relation to, or 1 ah he mos, S. 
by and under the ſaid Church, or of any other* = 
pretences whatſoever, whilſt he ſtands hn dhe * 
vided from it as hath been declared. But that 2 
the God of all Grace will encline his Heart tores © 
turn to his Duty is the unfeigned deſire aud pray- 


or of the Congregation, and of him eſpecially, . * | 
k. who 1s your unwporthy Brother and Servant in | 

Chriſt F eſs, A. B. Paſtor. | A 
Y =: 


| Phil. I thank you for your readineG £0 b-þ 
4: tisfie me in theſe points, wherein Iam TY 
+ made fen{iblechrough Grace, the honour of* 
God and a Chriſtians fixed comfort, 'is molt. 
exceedingly 'concerned. I ſhall exerciſe yours 
4- Patience at this time no longer, but wait ans 
i other opportunity, when we may furthe er 5" 
1 I - diſcourſe ſome points of this nature: - ». p- oy 
FT: Chriſe. Sir, you ſhall always find me(G Gogt® : 
* aflifting) moſt ready and chearfn! in anyfer% 
4 F vice'of this nature. And though theſe Fe 
& ſeem moſt ſtrange to moſt men, and- of » 
a F. .biruſe nature, yet the timeis Coming 
W - Re great truths of the goes (hal 
-&+-.<leared up before the World. Ka” vhel 
batt build up Zion, hen Till Peat; 


